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EarJieft notices ofhotany in Scotland— ^Alan Ogil- 
by — Dr. Cargill j the correjpondent of Bauhinc 
an^ Lpbel— 7*^^ Balfours — Sibbald, Anecdotes 
• of— His Prodromus Hiftoriae Naturalis Scoti© 
— Cor-meille — Hiftory of Fife and Kiorofs — 
His other writings. 

Wallace — Prefton — ^Alfton, Memoirs of— Index 
Officinalium — Tirocinium — Adverfe to the 
hinnxmjy^em — Materia Medica. 

SIBBALD. 

IT was late before natural hif^qry arofc ia 
Scotland. The ftory.of a k\xxg Jdfina, 
who. is chronicled to have lived rporc than 
1 50 years before the Chriftian seara, halving 
written a book De Viribus Herbarufth i* 
pot worth a comment. Fingal is i^iq to 
Vol. II, B have 
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have been well acquainted with the virtues 
0f herbs : and T^emory healed the woufnds 
of his countrymen, by his fkill in vulnerary 
vegetables. 

Alan Ogilby, who flourifhed about 
1471 j a native oi Scotland, after having tra- 
velled through the eaft, and refided fome 
time at Conjiantinople, fixed at Venice. Be- 
fiAts his eminent acquaintance with the 
oriental languages, he is celebrated for his 
knowledge of natural hiftory. He left a 
book De Balneis, and £&c books De Virtuti-' 
ills Herbarum^ 

Of Dt. James Cakgill, of Aberdeen, 
1 can produce no material anecdotes, al- 
though he merits particular remembrance ; 
fince it is manifefl, from the nature of his 
communications to his friends, both on the 
continent, and at home, that he muft have 
been extremely well acquainted with the bo- 
tany of the age. There ia fufficient evidence 
iStii^ he had fl:u£ed botany and anatomy at 
Mafilf during the time that Cafpar Bauhin& 
iield the jirofefibrflup in thofe fciences, for 
^hom a^tbair was firft erected in that city, 
in 15^9. This celebrated profcffor enu- 
meiate^ Dr- CAiiGiLL among thofe wha 

tranfmitted 
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tirailfinitted feeds and fpccimens to him. 
Gbsner records the fame fervices on his 
part. At home, Lobel, in his ** Advert 
faria^' acknowledges the like commiinica- 
tions> and repeatedly fpeaks of him in very 
refpe<3:able terms> as a philofopher, and a^ 
well fkilled in the fciences of botany and^ 
anatomy* He appearis to have been living 
in the year 1603 j at which time he fent tc* 
Cafpar Bauhine fpecimens of the Fucus 
digitatus^ with the defcription> which is feeii 
in the '* Frodromus' of that aiithor. I know 
not of any publication from Dr.CARGiLL^ 
neither am I acquainted with any fuccefsful 
efforts in the way of natural hiflory, before 
the time of the BALFOitRS. 

The founding of the Botariical (jardcix 
And the Mufeum at Jldinburghy by Sir An-- 
drew BAlfour> may be confidered as the 
introdudion of natural hiftory into Scot^ 
iand. Sit Robert SifiBAtDi the friend and 
colleague of Sir Andrew Balfour, and 
who himfelf added to the flores of the Mu^ 
feum^ has written ^^ Memoria Balfouriana^^' 
purpofcly to commemorate the liberal be- 
nefaftions and encouragements given to 
B2 literature. 
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litcraturcj, by Sir Jacob and Sir Andrelx^ 
Balfour. 

Tlie Garden was cftablilhcd about the 
year 1680 ; and, in 1683, was fo fucceff- 
fully cultivated hy James Sutherland, 
the intendant, that it is faid tp have con- 
tained 3000 fpecies of plants, difpofcd ac- 
cording to Morison's method. An ac- 
count of it was publifhed under the title 
of ^* Hortus Medicus Edinburgen- 
*^ SIS; or, a Catalogue of the Plants in the 
" Phyfic Garden at Edinburgh^ containing 
*' their moil proper Latin' and Englijb 
*' names/* By James Sutherland. 8% 
pp. 367.. Varieties, however, occupy a 
large fhare of this Catalogue, and very few 
of the native plants of Scotland are found 
in it. It was to Sir Robert Sibbald that 
the firft attempts towards indigenous .bo- 
tany were owing. 

Robert Sibbald was a fellow of the, 
College of Phyficians at Edinburghy and 
the firft medical profeflbr inftituted in that 
univerfity, about the year 1685. He was 
knighted by Charles II. and had alfo the 
title of king's phyfician and geographer 
§ royal 
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wyal conferred upon him, and was a man 
of very confiderable and various learning/ 
To the knowledge of his profcffiori, he 
added that of natural hiftory, and antiqui- 
ties. He was, if not the fir ft, among the 
earlieft, who wrote on the antiquities of his 
country, on which he publiihed feveral 
learned works, to illuftrate, more efpecial- 
ly^ the hiftory oi Scotland during the time 
of the Romans. 

He publiftaed,^* Scotia illustrata; 
Jhcy Prodrojv^us HisTORiiE Natura- 
Lis ScoTi-S : />? quo regionis naturae inco-- 
larum ingenia et mores ^ morbi iifque medendi 
methoduSf et medicina indigena explkantur^ ef 
muUiplices natura partus^ in triplici ejus reg^ 
no^ vegetabili fcilicety animalij et mmerali ex^ 
plicanturJ" 1684, folio; and 1696, folio.* 

In this volume, which, he tells us, was . 
the work of twenty years, one part is ap- 
propriated to the indigenous plants of Scot-r 
land j it contains obfervations on the medi- 
cinal and oecpnomical ufes. A few rare 
fpecies make their firft appearance in this 
book, particularly that which Linnaeus 
named Sibbaldiay after the author ; and the 
Juigujlicum Scotkum. 

B 3 Dr, 
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Dr. SiBBALD haying thrown out iome 
ftridlurcs o^ the mathematical principles of 
phyfic, for which the learned Dr. Pit- 
CAIRN was a ftrenupus advocate^ the latter 
wfQte a fevere latire on this work, under 
the title " De Legibus Hijioria Naturalist' 
Edin. 1696. But it contains nothing 
fpHd, and was thought by fome to have 
been the refult of party, if not perfonal 
diilike. 

Among the '* Mifcellanca quadam erudifce 
jintiquitatis*' of Sir Robert^ publiflied in 
17 10, there is a Diflcrtation on the Char a 
of C^SAjEi *, mentioned alfo by Dio, on 
which the foldiers of Valerius's army fub- 
fifted, under a penury of bread. This root 
has been by fomje fuppofed to be the Kare-^ 
mk^ Carmelc, or, as Mr. Lightfoot 
calls it, the Corr^ or, Cor^meille -f-, of the 
Highlanders. It is the Orobus tuberofus Lin^ 
naiy our Wood Peafe, 

In his " Hiftpry of the Sheriffdom of 
** Fife and Kinrofs,'' printed the fame year, 
is a catalogue of plants, chiefly maritime, 

♦ De BiUo Gviliy lib. iil. § 40. 
t See PfiNUANt's Tour in Scodand, vol. i. Appen- 
dix, 292. 

growing 
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^tmtring about the Frith of Forth ; ^mong 
which^ he had given to one the name of 
Baljwuma^ now cziX^^ ^Fuhmnarla mari^ 

In the zoological way. Dr. Sibbalb^ 
pabliihed feparately, *^ Pbalainologia nova :*' 
1692* 4\ or, *^ Obfcrvations on fome Ani- 
** mals of the Whale Genus, lately thrown 
^* on the Shores of Scotland:' This Xrii^ 
had merit enough to entitle it to a repub^ 
lication, fo lately as in the year 1773. He 
meditated a Catohgia^ together with the 
hiftory of the other marine animals ofSco/^ 
hnd, in his fecond voluble of the ** Pr^- 
dromus:* 

In the year 1706, he communicated to 
the Rojral Society an accurate dcfcription, 
accompanied with a figure of the animal, 
and its fhell, named Ba/anus Ba/ena^ or 
Pediculus C^// of Bo ceo Me fLepasDiadema 
of LiNN-ffius, Syji. 1 108.) Thefc were 
publifhed in voL xyv. of the Phihfopbical 
TrifnfaBions^ p. 2314. 

Although Sir Robert Sib bald did riot 
carry his refcarches {q far, as to rank high 
in the charader of the naturalift ; yet, as 

B 4 having 
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having led the way in that branch, and fin-^. 
gularly promoted the ftudy of the antiqui*- 
tics of his country, he is juftly entitled to 
that honourable ftation he bears among tho. 
writers of North^Britain *• 

WALLACE. 

In the year 1700, was publiflied, •'An 
'* Account of the Iflands of Orkney^'" \)j. 
James Wallace, M.D. F.R.S. whkh 
contains a catalogue of fome of the indige-- 
nous plai:Tts of that northern region. Flor^f 
is not exuberant in her gifts in, the chilling 
regions of the north. I have not {cs;n this 
book ; but I read, that the arborefcent^ an4 
fome other tribes, particularly the malva^ 
ceous, are fparingly feen in thefe iflaads* 

PRESTON. 

I know not whether there was any fupcr- 
intcndant to the Gs^rden of Edinburgh^ be* 

♦ His name was applied by LiNNiEus, in the Flora 
Zaponicay tp a fmall plant of the P^ntandrous clafs ; which 
was known to Cafpar Bauhine and others^ And confider- % 
ed by them as allied to the Fragarla^ and the PeniaphyUa. 
It was firft figured by Sibbald in his ^^Prodromus\^ be- 
ing found in Britain only on the Highland mountains. 

tween 
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tween Sutherland, and George Pkbs* 
TON, whom Blair ftiles an indefatigable 
feotanift, and who publifhed, about the year 
1^710, the following Catalogue, written 
in Latin ^nd Englijh : ^^ Catalogus omnium 
Plantarum quas in Seminario Medicine diBo 
tranfiulit Georgius Pres tonus, Bot. Frof^ 
et Hort.Mdinburg. PraJeB^is ex AuShrifaU 
yus.'' 12^; Not having feen this volume,. 
I can give no account of it/ A writer of 
the. fame name occurs, though I know not 
whether the lame perfon, as a correlpon* 
dent of Mr. Ray. See his Letters, p. 308 
*— 3 16 ; " Some Gbfervations on Mr. Ray's 
^* Synopjisj'' by Dr. Preston, tending to 
illuftrate the charafters of about fifteen 
^ecies of Englijh plants ; with fome Stric-i 
tures on Tournefort's method of claflj- 
jication. 

In the year 171 6, Mr. Charles A'l^tojx 
Succeeded Preston as fuperintcndant of 
the Garden. 

A L s T o N» 

Charles Alston, as we are informed by 
Pr. Hope, was the fon of My. Aljion^ of 

^ddkwood} 
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Eddlewood'^y a gentleman of fmall efl:af» in 
the weft oiScQthndy and allied to the nolile 
fiunily off U(ti»iltan^ who, after having ftu- 
4iedi pbyfic, an4 travelled with feveral gen- 
tlemen, declined the practice of his profef-* 
fion, and retired to his patrimony. His fon 
Qhafks was ,born in the year 1683 ; and» at 
the time of his father's death, was at GhJ^ 
gpw^ applying with great aiSduity to hi^ 
ftudies. On this event, the Ducheis of Ha-% 
milton took him under her patronage^ and 
wished him to. have chofen the department 
of the hw; but his inclination for botanyt 
and the ftudy of phyfic, fupcrfeded all other 
fchemes ; and, from the year 171 6, he en- 
tirely devoted himfelf to phyfic. 
. At the age of thirty-three, he went over 
to Leyden^ to ftudy under Boerhaave,* 
where he remained near three years. At 
that pkce, be contrafted an intimacy with 
tyxt late celebrated Dr. Alexander Monro; 
and, with him, on their return to Edin-^ 
burgh, projefted the revival of medical lec- 
tures ^ where, but little had been done in 
that department, fince the firft eftablifli- 
ment of the medical profcfforfhips in 1665, 

jBnder 
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under Sir Rohert Sib^ald, and Dr. Pit- 
cairn. The plan yr^% modelled by that 
of L^yden. Monro was appointed to give 
kdtures in anatomy, and forgery; and Al- 
ston in botany, and the materia medica. 
Rutherford,; Sinclair, and PluMt 
MER, were fbon after appointed to fill up 
the other departments : and, to the fpirite4 
endeavours of thefe celebrated names, the 
univerfity of Edinburgh owes the rife of 
that reputation, which has lince fo defer- 
Vedly raifcd it to -be one of the firft fchools 
of phyfic in 'Europe. 

Dr. Alston continued to teach botany, 
and the materia medica, with unwearied afli- 
duity, until the time of his death, which 
took place Nov. 22, 1760, in the yytb 
year of his age. 

In 1740, Dr. Alston publiflied for the 
life of his pupils, ** Index Plant arum 
pradpue Officinalium, quainHortoMe^ 
dico Edinburgenfiy Studiqfis demonftranturr 8". 

Jn 1752, ** Index Medicamentorum 

SiMPLICIUM TRIPLEX." 8*". pp. I72. 

I . Alphabetical ', the officinal names, with 
numerous fynonyms, from the beft botani- 
cal 
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cal writers, pp. ii8.. ?. 0£icinal names 
only; ibffils^ vegetables, animals, iji the 
order of his ledlurcs. 3, Clajfification of the 
officinal napiies, according to the virtues; 
beginning vvith the abforbents, and ending 
with vulneraries, A table of th? dofes of 
emetics and purgatives. 

In botany^ Dr. Alston's chief perform^ 
ance was, his '* Tirocinium Botanicum Edin-- 
burgenfe.'" 1753. 8* It contains a repub- 
lication of his *^ Index,'' firft printed in 
J 740 ; to which he now added the " Fun* 
damenta Botanica " of Ljnnjeus. But the 
bulk of the work is a profefled attempt to 
explode the fyflem of the Swede, and parti,- 
cjilarly tq invalidate all his arguments for the 
Jex of plants. This part of it was tranfla,^ 
ted by himfelf, and publifhed the next year 
in the firft volume of *' Eflaye and Obfer- 
** vations^ phyfical and literary.*' 8% Coul4 
the doftrin? of thtfexes pf plants hive been 
eafily fhaken, the learning and abilities of 
Alston were fujfficient tq have efiedled his 
purpofe. But as it was not at that time 
fupported by hypothefis alone, fo it ha^ 
finqe gained additional ftrength, by nev^ 

experiments^ 
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experiments, and found indtfdions, refulf- 

ing from them. Nurtured from his early 

years in the fyftems of Tournefort, 

Ray, and Boerhaave, to the firft of 

which he had even given improvement, k 

is not ftrange, that, at an advanced age. 

Dr. Alston rejedled a fyftem of fo much 

novelty, as that of Linn^us prefcnted. 

We do not willingly unlearn at fixty, 

what has been cherifhed from our earlieft 

youth. 

Dr. Alston's medical papers are, *^ A 

*' Diflcrtation on Tin as an Anthelmintic ;'* 
^' A Diflcrtation on Opium-,'' and " A Cafe 
*^ of extravafated Blood in the Pericardium.'' 
Thefe are printed in the Edinburgh Medi^ 
cal EJfays: 

In 1 743, he difcovered a property in quick 
lime, which led him to believe, that the 
power of lime was not exhaufled by repeat- 
ed aiFufions of water to the fame lime ; he 
adds, even for twenty or thirty times. . The 
firft notices of this paradox, as he then 
called it, were communicated to the Royal 
Society, and were printed in the forty- 

feveath 
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jfeventh volume of the Pbihfopbieat Tranf- 
anions. This opinion was contefted, and 
drew him into a controvedy with his friend 
and colleague. Dr. Wh y t t . Having con- 
tinued his experiments, and enlarged his 
obfervations, he publiihed, in 1752, his 
** Diilertation on Quick-Lime and Lime 
•* Water;'* republiihed in 1754, and in 
1757; in which he replies to Dr. Whytt's 
8tri<ftures ; and, after enumerating a va^ 
riety of difeaies, in which lime water har 
proved efficacious, confirms the opinion of 
his colleague, relating to its lithontriptic 
powers* 

Dr. Alston's Le^res on the Materia 
Medica were prepared for the prefs before 
his deceaie, and were publiihed under the 
following title : 

** Le£hires on the Materia Medica j ccm- 
•^ taining the Natural Hiftory of Drugs^ 
♦^ their Virtues and Doles : alio, Dircfiions 
** for the Study of the Materia Medica ; and 
•* an Appendix on the Method of Prefcri- 
** bing. Publiftied from the Maiiufcript 
*^ of the late Dn Charles Alston, Profef- 

• '• for 
8 
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*' for of Botany, and the Materia Medifa, in 
^ the Univerfity of Edkhurgb. By John 
** Hope, M, D. Profcffor of Medicine and 
** Botany in that Univerfity." In two vol. 
4% 1770. pp. 544 and 584. 

The firft eleven le<ftures confift of preli- 
ipinary difcourfes-j on the rife and progrcfs 
■of this knowledge ; on the operation of me- 
dicines I of errors concerning the materia 
medica; on claffing fimples according to 
their virtues ; and fome account of authors 
i?vho have written on fimples. 

In treating on each fubjedt, after reciting 
the ofiicinal name, and the principal ^no^ 
nyma^ the dcfcription, and place of growth. 
Dr. Alston gives, in his own wards, the 
fenfible qualities, powers, and ufes of each 
fimple ; after which follows, in the word^ 
of the authors themfelves, a copious detail 
of the opinions of refpedable writers, relan- 
ting to each ; concluding with a recital of 
all the officinal compounds into which each 
limple enters. Add to this, the reader will 
meet with a variety of collateral, and hifto- 
rkal information^, which is highly gratify* 

ing 



j6 c ti a p t e r 27. 

ing to all fuch as ,wifh to extend their eir*» 
quiries beyond the mere nomenclature, an<l 
quality of each fubftance; and which could 
otherwile be acquired only from laborioi*^ 
rejfearches. 

Although the reader will not find thie 
author giving implicit belief to the mani- 
fold, and vaunted powers, attributed to num* 
berlefs fimples, through almoft all preced- 
ing writers ; but on the contrary, will meet 
with judicious doubts, obfervations, and 
experiments, yet. Dr. Alston's Materia 
Medica muft be confidered, on the whole, 
as exhibiting rather the ftate of it, as it 
has been, than as it is, in the works of 
Lewis, Bergius, Murray, and Cul- 
LEN. It is but of late that philofpphers 
and phyficians have exercifed that degree 
of fcepticifm on the power of tmedicines, 
which muft ever influence the mind, when 
experiments alone form the foundation of 
medical pradice. 

Were it within my plan to extend my 
obfervations, I fliould, with grateful plea- 
iure, expatiate on the improved ftate of 

botany 



botafiy at Edinburgh^ after this pdriod; 
when the zeal, and abilities, of my much* 
honoured and refpcfted friend^ the late 
Dr. John Hope, aflifted by the royal 
bounty, enabled him to raife the ftudy of 
botany to an eminence unrivalled, unlefs at 
Upfal, by any univerfity in Ettrope. 
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Plvkentt-^Sbdrt ^mmoirs o/r^jf leamedy critical^ 
and laborious hotanift — jESj Phy tographia *— 
Almageftum and Mantifla— i//i Amalthcum — 
Hii works bad great merit — Contain near 2800 
jfforri— Plukenct unmindful of generical cba- 
roBers — His flriBures on Sloane — Ks works 
reprinted in 1769. 

Pr* U Ycdalc, of Enfield. 

PLUKENET* 

IT has been the fate of many learned 
men, who have deferved highly of the 
republic of letters, to have the private cir- 
cumftances, and occurrences of their lives, 
in a few years, fo far involved in obfcuri- 
ty, that almoft their immediate pofterity, 
howfoever defirous of gratifying a natural 
and laudable curiofity, and of rendering to 
their memory that tribute which their fer- 
viccs have demanded, have been almoft 
wholly fruftrated in their endeavours to ref- 
cue them from oblivion. 

If 
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li 1 miftakc not, the truth of this pofi- 
tion is ftrongly exemplified, in the perfon^ 
of whom, in the order of time, I am next 
to fpeak. Of Dr* Leonard Plukenet, as 
far as I can find, there are fcarcely any me- 
morials, but what are to be collected from 
the prefaces of his works ; and they aflFord 
indeed very fcanty information. He has told 
us, that he was born in 1642 ; but whe- 
ther he was of Englijh origin, and of what 
family, docs not certainly appear; though it 
has been conjectured, that he was oi French 
extradlion. Where he received his fcho- 
laftic education, or at what place he took 
degrees in phyfic, I am not able to afcertain* 
Some light would be thrown on this cir- 
cumftance indeed, by determining, where 
his two friends, William Courten, Efq. 
and the Rev. Dr. Uvedale, of Enfield^ 
were educated ; fince he fpeaks of both 
thefe gentlemen, as having been his. fellow- 
pupils : probably it was at Cambridge ^ as 
he had a fon, named Richard^ purfuing his 
ftudics in that univerfity, at the publication 
oilns Almagejium, in 1696. Be that as it 
may, his writings fufficiently teftify his ex- 

C 2 tenfive 
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tcnfivc knowledge of the learned languages* 
He dates the prefaces to his worksy from 
Old Palace Yard, Weftminfier \ where, from 
a circumftance mentioned in bis Phytogra^ 
fhiay it may be inferred, that he had a fmall 
garden, I know not that he ever attained 
to any confiderablc eminence as a pradtical 
phyfieian. The contrary may rather be 
prefumed, as I do not find his name in fc-. 
veral lifts of the College of Phyficians, 
printed in the iirft years of this century : 
neither in thofe of the Royal Society at the 
fame period. 

His ardour for his favodrite purfuit was 
remarkably ftrong ; Vt pene nullus^Jic ardeo^ 
was his motto. It does not appear, that he- 
ever had an opportunity of gratifying his tafte 
by travelling in fearch of pUnts. He feems 
to have devoted all his. leifure to his work: 
of iht Phytographta I fparing no pains to 
procure Specimens of rare,, and new plants. 
He had correfpondcBts:^ m all parts of the 
world > and had aceefs to the gardens of- 
the curious, in the environs oi London, and 
to that at Hampton Cotn-ty, vihich was in a 
flouriihing ftate, from the care which the 

k^g 
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king and queen beftowed on It. The Earl 
of Portland alfo, had fo much relifli for 
exotics, as to have repeatedly fent Jacob 
Reej^e to the Weft Indies', to colled: cu- 
rious produdlions for th€ Royal Garden* 
Plukenet was one of thofe to whom Mr. 
Ray was indebted for afliftance in the ar- 
rangement of the fecond volume of his Hif- 
tory • and that eminent man, every where 
bears the ftrongeft teftimony to his merit. 
Neverthelefs Plukenet wanted that pa- 
tronage, to which his learning, and fcience, 
entitled him ; and he feems, by his com- 
plaints, to have feverely felt it. In the lat- 
ter part of his life, he appears to have been 
at variance with Sloane and Petiver; 
two of the firft charadlers of the age, for 
knowledge in his own ftudies. He ceri- 
fures their writings, it muft be confefled, 
in a flile of too much afpcrity. Whether 
this alienation from thofe of whom he had 
before fpoken in terms of friendship, and 
refpedt, had its .origin in jealoufy on the 
one hand, or what is more probable, on the 
other, in that indignant loftinefs, which 
tpo often accompanies the confcioufnefs of 
C 3 neglefted 
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negleded merit; or whether from other 
fources^ I cannot determine. It was how- 
ever probably unfavourable to Plukenet, 
fince Sloane was at that time rifing fall 
into reputation^ and influence. In the mean 
while^ no obflacles damped the zeal of 
Plukenetj he was himlelf at theexpence 
of his engravings, and printed the work at 
his own charge, until the publication of 
the laft part, his Amaltheum^ when he pro- 
cured a trifling fubfcription from a few of 
the nobility, amounting to about fifty-five 
guineas. Towards the clofe of his life, he 
is faid to have been aflifled by the queen, 
and to have obtained the fuperin tendency of 
the garden at Hampton Courts and was ho- 
noured' with the title of Royal Profeflbr of 
Botany. , 

I cannot difcovcr the exaift time of his 
deceafe; but it is probable he did not long 
furvive his lafl publication, in 1705. 

There is a copper- plate print of Dr. 
Plukenet, done in the 48th year of hisr 
age, prefixed to the Fhytographia -, with his 
arms, field ermine^ bearing a bend dexter 
engrailed gules« 

Plukenet 
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Plukenbt had all that enthufiafm, 
without which, few attain pre-eminence ; 
and as the riches of Flora were daily pour- 
ing into Britairiy from all quarters of the 
globe, he failed not to avail himfclf of every 
x)pportunity of adding to his ftores. Indi- 
genous fubjefts were, equally with exotics, 
the objedts of this induftrious, and learned 
coUedor. Hence at length, his Herbarium 
confifted of eight thoufand plants; an afto- 
nifhipg number for a private, unopulent in- 
dividual to colled! Of thefc, the Pbytogra^ 
pbia is to be confidercd as the delineation of 
the new and rare kinds ; and the Almagef^ 
turn, Mantfjfa, and Amaltheum^ as the cata-t 
logue of the whole. 

The Fhytographia was publiflied at dif- 
ferent times- The firft part under the fol- 
lowing title : 

" Phytographia ; fwe^ Stirpium 

ILLUSTRIORUM et MINUS tOGNITORUM 
IC0N.ES/* 1691. 4%/^^. I — 72. 



Farsll. 


1691. 


4-. 


tab. 


73- 


•120. 


Tars III. 


1692. 


4'. 


tab. 


121- 


--250. 


Tars. ly. 


1696. 


4*. 


tab. 


122- 


-328. 



Thefe four parts, which conftitute the firft 
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volume of his works, confift entirely of 
figures. 

In the fame year with the fourth part of 
the Pbytographiay capie out^ 

*^ Almagestum Botanicum ; 7?i;^, 
"Phytographia Plukenetiana Onomajiicon^ Me^ 
thodo Synthettcct digeftum ; exbibens Stirpium 
exifticarunij rariorum, novarumque Nomina^ 
qua Defcriptionis hocum fuppkre poJfintC 
4\ 1696. pp. 402. 

Plukenet follows no fyftem ; the Ca- 
talogue is alphabetical, ^nd contains near 
6000 fpecies, of which he tells us 500 were 
new. Synonyms are added to each, and re- 
ferences made to thofe figured in the Phy^ 
tegraphia. No man after Cafpar Bauhine 
had till then examined the antient authors, 
with fo much attention, as Plukenet, in 
order to fettle the fynonyms with truth : 
and many critical notes interfperfed, prove 
his intimate acquaintance with all the re^ 
fources of botanical literature. 

Not folicitous to form new genera^ he 
refers, from the conformity of habit in al- 
mofl: all inftances, his new plants to the 
genera of formpr authors; and, more anxious 

* . ?oncernir\^ 
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concerning the fpeciesy he has, defcribwl 
them with an accuracy that has been ap- 
plauded. Not that Plukenet was un- 
^quaintcd vrithfyjiemy a« is manifeft from 
one of his criticifms on Sloane, in the 
Mantijfa^ p. 1131 and from his Obferva- 
tions on the firft edition of Mr. Ray's Ey^ 
nopjisj publi(hed ia the Colleftion of Ray 'S 
Letters, p. 226, 

Four years after the publication of the 
Phytographia, came out, with a con-^ 
tinu^tion of the plates, ** Almagesti Bo- 
ZTANici Mantissa, Flantarutn novijime 
4ele£larum ultra MiUenarium Numerum com-^ 
fleSiens.'' 1700. 4'. pp. 192. tab. 329 — 354* 
Befides many new plants, this volume con-^ 
tains very numerous additions to the fyno-p 
nyms of the Almdgefium. Many curious cri- 
tical obfervations, on fome of the plants of 
the ancient authors, occur in this volume ; 
which evince the depth of his knowledge, 
ahd the extreme pains he took in the invefti- 
gation of his fubjedts ■*. A very copious in- 
dex to both volumes concludes the work^ 
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the Cedrm^ P' f M ^^ ^ 



Juniper of the Pebrcv^^^r^iog'j pn the tiiffa of thi 



26 C H A P T E R 2?* 

It is in the Mantijfa we firft meet with 
ilridurcson Sloane and Petiver. He 
cenfurcs Petivpr efpecialljr, with. a degree 
of fiityrical acrimony, for errors in the ap- 
plication of fynomyms in his Centuriai and 
JSloane fpr the like miflakcs in his " Ca- 
/* ta}ogue of Jamaica pl^uits i* accufing the 
latter of having alfo applied his fynonyms 
from the Phytograpbta, without acknow- 
ledgpents,^ or any reference, Hinc ill<z 
lachryma ! 

Five years after the Mantissa, he pub-., 
lifhcd his laft work, " The Amaltheum 
Bo T AN! CUM;/. Stirpium Indkarum aU 
terum Copia Cornu, Millenas ad minimam^ et 
bis Centum diver/as Species novas et ihdiBas 
nominatim comprebendens : quarum Jexcenut 
tt infuper feleSiis Iconiius aneifque Tabulis 
Ulujlranturr 1705. 4\ pp, 216. tab. 351 
< — 454. Some of the tables of this volume 
belong to the plants of the Mantijfa. It 
{ibounds with new fpbjedts^ fent from China 
and the Eajl Indies^ by Mr. Cunningham 
and Mn Brown^ and with fome from 
Florida^ 

Chine(e> or the P^c^ fostpUy p« iii $ oq the Af^rsU^s^ 
p. 132 i on the Gii^fg, p, I J5, 5cc, &€• 

, . Plukenet's 
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Plukenet^s work contains upwards of 
2740 figures. Moil of them were engrjived 
from dried fpecimens, and many from fmall 
fprigs," deftitute of flowers,, or any parts of 
frudification, and confequently not to be 
afcertained : feveral of thefe, neverthelefs, as 
better fpecimens came to hand, are figured 
a fecond time, in the fubfequent plates. As 
he employed a variety of artifts, they arc 
very unequally done : thofe hy Vandtr Gucht 
have ufually the preference. The imperfec- 
tions of this work, however, are, in a great 
degree, thofe of the times ; yet it cannot Imt 
be regretted that Plukenet had it not ia- 
his power to have given his figures on a 
larger fcale. There are unqueftionably 
many varieties exhibited as real fpecies ; 
and one great defe<3: runs nearly through 
the whole work, that the new plants arc 
no further dcfcribcd, than by the fpecifical 
definitions, which, under the want of true 
generical charadters, were then infufficient« 

It is, notwithftanding, a large foagaasine 
of botanical ftores ; inafmuch as, no work 
before publifhed by one man, ever exhibited 
fo great a number of new plants* And aa 

many 
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many of the EngliJIj fpccics are here figured, 
for the firft time, it has been equally ac- 
ceptable to the lovers of indigenous, as of 
exotic botany. 

LxNN-ffiujs, and others, mention a new 
edition of Plukenet's works in lyzo. 
But this was nothing more than the ufual 
artifice of the bookfellef; who, having 
purchafed the remaining copies, placed a 
new title-page. They were, however, re- 
printedy and divided into four volumes, in 
1769, with the addition of a few plates, 
that were wanting in fome copies of the 
fourth part of the Phytograpbia, Thofe 
who occafionally confult this author, will 
regret, that this opportunity had not been 
taken, of inferting the additions from the 
Mantijfa into the Almagefiumy by introdu* 
cing them in a fmaller chara6ter, and pla-^ 
cing the pages for both in the margin. 
lih& Herbarium of Plukenet came into 
Sir Hans Sloan e's poiTcflion, and is now 
in the Britijh Mujeum. 

In i779> an Index Linnaanus to the tabler 
was publiflied by Dr. Giseke, profeffor of 
yoetry^ and natural philofophy, in the Gym^ 

nafium 
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nqfium of Hamburgby which contains a fcv/ 
notes from a MS. left by Plukenet *• 

Dr. Plukenet has not failed to record 
the names of a numerous fet of benefad:ors, 
by whofe communications he was, from 
time to time, enabled to amplify his col- 
lection, and introduce many new plants to 
the knowledge of the curious. Among fer- 
veral others, we find, repeatedly, the names 
of Petiver, Courten, Sherard, Du 
Bois, BifhopCoMPTON, Dr. TancredKq-* 
BiNsoN, Dr. Sloane, Cunnikgham, and 
UvEDALE.^ Some of thefe I fhall have 
occafion to commemorate in feparatCs^ ar- 
ticles j but I regret that I cannot collet any 
material anecdotes relating to his friend and 

fellow collegian, Uvedale, LL-D. 

of whom Plukenet ever fpeaks in a flile 
which indicates that he held him in great. 
cfleem. 

♦ Father Plumier complimented this learned botanifl^ 
by calling after his name a climbing ivy-leaved plant^ of 
ihe Moncecious clafs, with a Monadelphous flower, defcribcd 
only by himfelf, and by Rumphius, being a native of 
lK»th Indies. 

UVEDALE. 
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U VE D A L E. 

Dr. UvEDALE lived at Enfieldy where he 
cultivated a garden, which appears to have 
been rich in exotic produ<ftions. And al- 
though he is not known among thofe who 
advanced the indigenous botany of Britam, 
jet his merit as a botanift, or his patronage 
of the fcience at large, was confiderable 
enough to incline Petiver to apply his 
name to a new plant, which Miller re^- 
tained in his Didionary; but which has 
fince pafled into the genus Pofymma, of the 
Linriaan fyftem ; the author of which has 
neverthelefs retained Uvedalia, as the trivial 
epithet. 
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Pctiyer — Anecdotes of — Succejsful in colleSing 
a mufeum of natural curioJiHes — His works 
— Centuria -^ Gazophylacium — Middlefex 
plants — PlantaeChincnfes— Switzerland^/tf»/j 
Pterigraphia — Englilh Herbal — Various other 
lifts-^and fapers in /i>^ Philofophical Tr^nf* 
anions. 

p E T I V E R. 

CONTEMPORARY with Plijkenet 
lived Mr. James Petiver, of whom 
too little intelligence is remaaning. 

It appears that he was apprenticed to 
Mr. Fekham^ apothecary to St. Bartholo- 
mew's HofpitaL He entered into bufinefs 
for himfelf in Aider/gate Street, where he 
lived the renuinder.of his days. He be- 
canie apothecary to the Charter Houfe^ and 
obtained a confiderable fhare of practice in 
his profeffion. 

He had an early propenfity to thefe ftudies, 
and,' excepting Mr. Court en, arid Df» 
Sloans, fcems to have been the only one, af-- 

XfiT 
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ter th© Tradescants, who made ally 
confidcrable colle<9ion in natural hiftoiy^ 
Petiver engaged the captains, and furgcons 
of fhips, to bring home fpecimens, and feeds 
of plants, birds, ftujfFed animals, and infedts i 
and he dlredted their choice, and enabled 
them to judge, in fome meafure, of proper 
objedls, by diftributing printed lifts and di- 
re<5tions among them. He was not lefs 
anxious to procure, what his native country 
afforded, and was fo fuccefsful in his efforts, 
that Sir Hans SloAne, who afterwards 
purchafcd it, offered Petiver four thou- 
Iknd pounds for his Mufeum, fome time be- 
fore his death: which offer, although it; 
may be confidered as a proof of the opu- 
lence of Sir Hans J is equally fo of the ex- 
tent of the colledion. 

The allurement of fuch uncommon cu- 
riofities as Mr. Petiver exhibited, foon 
obtained him confidcrable diftin^ion, and 
his name became well known, both at home 
and abroad. He was elefted into xh^ Royal 
^^.^A^/y^x ^rid as his particular attachment 
wM to plants, he became early the corre- 
/ppndent of Ma Ray,. who acknowledges 
• : his 
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iiis affiflance ih afranging the fecohd vo- 
lume of his ^* Hiftory oi Plants ;*' and elfe- 
where owns his high obligations to him^ 
for the extent and freedom of his commu- 
nications. 

In the year 1 692, preparatory to the pub- 
lication of his iirft work, Petiver took it 
tour into the midland counties of England. 
I recoiled, on this occafion, the pleafure I 
had in my youth, in feeing the Lichen ju-^ 
batus growing on the fpot, where, I believe^ 
he firft difcovered it, on the higheft rocks 
in Charley Foreji, Leicejierjhire. , 

Mr. Petiver's iirft publication was, 
** Musei Petiveriani Centuria decern.'* 
1692 — 1703. 8\ Containing the names, 
and fynonyms of various rare animals, fof- 
fils, and plants ; among which, fcveral cu- 
rious articles, the produce of England^ are 
here firft exhibited; particularly fome of 
the Cryptog<imous clafs, in the inveftigation 
of which he was very fuccefsful. 

*• Gazophylacii NAtURiE rf Artis 
Decades deem."' I702. tab. 100. fol. A 
book of great value at the time of its publica- 
tion, being the engravings, accompanied with 
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fhort defcriptions, of animals of all the or- 
ders, vegetables, and foiHls : among thefe 
are mzxiy jimerican ferns, plants of the-^<^/, 
and from the Cape of Good Hope*, all, eithor 
very rarely feen before, or nondefcripts. It 
will retain its value wrhile Linn^us's wri- 
tings arc in ufe. 

Among the provincial lifts of plants, 
printed in Bifhop GiBsoi^'s edition of 
Camden in 1695, Mr. Petiver com- 
municated the Middle/ex plants. All the 
others were drawn up by Mr. Ray, as was 
obferved under his article. 

Next to the Gazophylacium in the order 
of time, although not a diftind: work, was 
publifhed, in Mr. Ray*s third volume of 
his Hiftory of Plants, " Plant ;e rario- 
res Chinenses, Madraspatan^e €t 
AFRiCAN-iE, a Jacobo Petivero, ad Opus 
confummandum collated: cum ejufdem Cafalogo 
Plantarum inHortisfuisfccis confervatarum, 
quce velineditce, aut haStenus obfcure defcripta 
funt : adjicitur Farrago Stirpium Indicarumy 
et Amerkanarum incertce SedisJ' 

The firft of thefe catalogues amounts to 
184 plants : thofc of the Hortus /ecus, to 

more 
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more than 800 fpecies : the laft to 75. 
Although doubtlefs great numbers of thefe 
muft have been varieties only, thefe lifts 
will yet remain a lafting teftimony of the 
early and extreme diligence of this indefa- 
tigable colleftor. 

In 1709, he publiihed, without his name^ 
^' A Catalogue of Plants found on the 
*' mountains about Geneva^ the Jura^ La 
" Dole, Saleve^ with others growing in the 
*^ fields, &c. a^ obferved by Gesner, the 
** Bauhines, Chabr^us^ and Ray/' 

*^ Pterigraphia Americana : Ico- 
NES continens plufquam CCCC Filicum vari^ 
arum Specierum.'' Tab. 20. 171 2. foL 
The ferns occupy fixteen of thefe tables. 
Among thefe are contained moft of Father 
Plumier's ferns. The four remaining 
tables are of fubmarine productions. 

Mr. Petiver negbdied no opportuni- 
ties of augmenting the Englijh Flora. He 
,was the firft difcoverer of many Bnglifi^ 
plants, as well as of other natural produc- 
tions, fome of which he figured in the Ga^ 
zopbylaciumi but he meditated, and in part 
executed, (a work that had not been -at- 
D 2 tempted 
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tempted before) a fet of diflm<3: figures of 
Britijh plants. Unfortunately he lived not 
to iiniih it. 

This work, which diilingui/hes Peti- 
VER as an auxiliary to Englijh botany, bears 
the title of *^ A Catalogue of Mr. Ray's 
** Englijh Herbaly illuftrated with Figures.'* 
fol. 171 3. t. 50 ; and continued " with the 
*' four- leaved flowers/' t. 5 1 — 72. fol. 1715. 
Twelve plants are engraved on each plate. 
The work ends with the feventeenth clafs. 
The figures are little more than outlines, but 
they are neat; and though they have the 
defedt of the old herbals, in being all on a 
iimilar fcale, were valuable, and efpecially 
as pointing out many of the varieties in the 
Synopfs of Ray, particularly among the 
Apetalotis and Syngenejious tribes. A new 
impreffion of thefc* plates was made under 
die infpedtion of Sir Hans Sloane, in 
1732, 

Thefe were the moft material works of 
Petiver. His fmaller publications a- 
mount to a great number, and are of lefs 
importance at this day, as being principally 
(hort catalogues and fingle tables of rare 

plants. 
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' plants, intended, in many inftances, as in- 
ftrudions to his various correfpondents : 

Plant arum Etrurice rariorum Catalogus. 
1715* foL one iheet, 

Monjpelii dejideratarum Plant arum Cata^ 
logus. 1 71 6. fol. one fheet, 

Plaiitarum Italia marinarum et Graminum 
Icones Nomina, &CC. 171 5. fol. one fheet, 
with five plates. 

Hortus Peruvianus medicmalis: The South 
Sea Herbal of Feuille's Medicinal Plants. 
171 5. with five plates. 

Gkamjnum, Muscorum, Funqorum 

SUBMARINORUM et BrITANNICORUM, 

Concordia. 1716. fol. 

Petiveriana, f. ColleBanea Naturce domi 
Jorifque AuSiori communlcata. .1717. fol . 

Plant ce Silefiacce rariores ac defideratce^ 
171 J • fol. a fingle fheet, 

PlantarumJEgyptiacarum rariorum Icones; 
et aliarum Catalogi diio^ ^l^l^^ f^^^ ^ne 
iheet, with two plates. 

Plants engraved in Mr. Petiver's Eng^ 
lijh Herbal, fol. one fheet. 

Hortus Jiccus Pharmaceuticus. 

J^ircSlions for gathering Plants, 

D 3 Befidci 
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- Bcfidcs thefe fmall publications, he put 
forth, at different times, twenty-eight tables 
of rare plants ; of which nineteen contain- 
ed American plants ; four, rare plants from 
various parts oi Italy, t^o , Aujirian plants 5 
ind one, Indian roots and gums. 

There arc more than twenty papers writ- 
ten by Petiver, and publiftied, at divers 
times, in the Philofophical TranfaSiionSj be- 
tween the years 1697 and 1717. 

A Catalogue of fome Guinea Plants, with 
their Nature, Names, and Virtues ; fent by 
the Rev. John Smith, from Cape Coa/i i 
with Remarks, by Mr. Petiver. N* 232. 
Vol XIX, p. 627. 

An Account of forty-fix Plants, collec- 
ted by Mn Samuel Browne, near Madras i 
with the Synonyms, and critical Obferva- 
tions, by Mr. Petiver. N' 244- Vol. XX, 

P- 313- 

Remarks on fome Animals, Plants, &c, 

fent by the Rev. Mr. Hugh Jones, from 

Maryland. N' 246. Vol. XX. p. 39^^ 

An Account of Part of a CoUeftion of 

curious Plants and Drugs, coUcfted at Afc- 

dr(is 
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dras by Mr. Samuel Browne, ahd prc- 
fcnted to the Royal Society by the Eaft In- 
dia Company: in eight books, publiflied at 
different times; the firfl: in N** 236, the 
laft in N^ 299- Vol. XXIII. 

Mr. Petiver was among the firft who 
purfued the idea that the virtues of plants 
might be determined, in general, by their 
agreements in natural charaders and clafles. 
I fay purfued, becaufe the idea had been 
fuggefted long before. Even C-«salpi- 
Kus, the inventor of fyftem, hints that the 
virtues of plants are pointed out by. their 
ftrudture, and alliance to each other. Thefe 
are his words: Tandem et facultates, quas 
medici maxime queer unt^ tanquam proprietates 
innotefcunt ex naturarum cognitione: qua enim 
generis /octet ate junguntur 9 plerumque etjimi^ 
ks pojident facilitates *. 

Petiver's pa^l^er bears the following 
title: *^ Some Attempts made to prove, 
^* that Herbs of the fame Make, or Clafs, 
^^ for the generality, have the like Vertue, 
^' and Tendency to work the fame Ef- 
'^ feas." N' 255. Vol. XXI. p. 289. 

* Gsriap. Prcf. ad Lib. de Plautis; 

D4 As 
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As a firfl: cflky, Mr. Petiver has fucceff- 
fully treated his fubjed. It is wdl known 
what ufe LiNNJEUs and others have fince 
made of it: and Dr, Murray, the pre-^ 
fent Profeffor, of Gottingen^ has chofen this 
arrangement for his Apparatus Medicami^ 
num. In Blair's ^* Mifcellaneous Obfer- 
*^ vations," publifhed in 171 8, Mr. Pe- 
tiver defends his dodrine, in aniwer to 
Dr. Blair's doubts on that head. 

Remarks on fome Infers, fent by Mr. 
Banister from Virginia^ in 1680. N"" 
270. 

An Account of fome Animals, fent by 
Mr. E. Bulkeley ixomMadras. N^ 271, 
and 276. 

A Defcription pf fome Shells, from the 
Molucca Iflands. N* 274. 

An Account of fome Animals, fent to 
Mr. Petiver from the Philippine Iflands, 
by Father Gemelli. N"" 277. 

A Defcription of fome Shells, {tnt from 
Madras by the Rev, Mr. Lewis to Mr. 
Petiver. N"* 282. 

A Defcription of fome Corals and other 
Submarines, from the Philippine Iflands, 

lent 
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fent by Fath^ Camelli to Mr.PETiYER, 

An Account of fome Shells and Ani- 
mals, ient from Carolina to Mr. Petiver. 
N'299. 

A Catalogue of Foflil-Shells, Metals^ 
and Minerals, fent by Dr. John Scheuch- 
ZER to Mi". Petiver. N"* 301. 

An Account of fome Minerals, petrified 
Shells, and other Foflils, from B^lin. 
N' 302. 

An Account of a MS. of Father Ca-^ 
Mi^LLTs, concerning fome Shells^ Mine- 
rals, Foflils, and of the Warm Baths of th<? 
Philippine Illands. N** 311. 

An Account of fome Swedifli Minerals^ 
fent to Mr. Petiver. N"* 337. 

As Mr. Petiver accompanied thefe 
communications with remarks, the exhibi- 
tion of fuch objects, from fo intelligent a 
uaturalift, in the early period of the Royal 
Society J when the ftudy of nature was in its 
infancy, could not fail to convey much in- 
formation, and excite a curiofity to purfue 
with zeal, one of the chief ends of the in- 
ftitution. 
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In N"" 313, Mr. Petiver communica-* 
ted to the Royal Society the maijncr of ma- 
king' the Sty rax liquida^ which, he fays, is 
from the bark of the jR^ mallas (the cbarac^ 
ter of which is unknown) which grows on 
the ifland Cobrofs^ in the Red Sea. If this 
be the origin of the true, or oriental kind, 
there is likewife a Styrax liquida^ from the 
Liquidambar tree of Virginia. What is ge- 
nerally met with now, is juftly fufpedted to 
be a mixed artificial compofition. 

In N'* 232, Mr.PETivER publiflied, un- 
der the title of Botanicum hortenfe^ an Ac- 
count of divers rare plants, obferved in feve- 
ral curious gardens about London^ particu- 
larly in the Phyfic Garden at Chelfea. This 
was continued, in feven feparate tradls, to 
W 346. Vol. XXVII. XXVIIL XXIX. 

Mr. Petiver died at his houfe in Al^ 
derfgate Street ^ on the 20th of April, ;7i8. 
His body was carried to Cooke Hall^ where, 
agreeably .to the cuftom of the time, it lay 
in ftate. The pall was fupported by Sir 
Hans Slqane, Dr. L:evit, phyfician to 
the Charter Houfe, and four other phy- 
ficians. He left five guineas to Dr. Brady ^ 

for 
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for preaching his funeral fermon, and fifty 
pounds to the charity fchool of St.. Anns^ 
Aider/gate^. 

' Many of Petiver's fmaller pieces hav- 
ing become very fcarce, his works, exclu- 
five of his papers in the ** Philofophical 
Tranfadiions/' were collected and publifhed 
in 1764, in two volumes in folio, and one 
in octavo ; with the addition of fome plates, 
not in the firft edition. 

* Petiver's name was aiwexed by Plumier to one 
of his new American genera^ of which a fecond ipecies is 
common in Jamaica^ and had been defcribed by Sloans 
^s belonging to the Verbena or Scbrophularia genus^ 
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Terjonal names given to plants — Antiquity 6f — 
Injtances in the antients — Among the monks — 
and the rejiorers of botany : by Gefner and 
^atthiolus — Revived by Plumier— H/V liberal 
and impartial ufe of this privilege. 

Anecdotes of Plumier — Account of his works^^ 
Description c/ American plants— ^qv2l genera 
— American /<?r»j — Five hundred of his tables 
purchafed by Boerhaave — Publifhed by Burman 
— Hj L'Art de Tournen 



PERSONAL NAMES OP GENERA. 

PETivER and Plukenet, as far as I 
can find, were the dvdEngliJh writers, 
who followed the example of Plumier in 
giving perfonal names to new genera. Fe- 
tiver IS, however^ fevcrely reprehended by 
LiNN^us, for having conferred this ho- 
nour on fonae who did not merit it : Hq 
obferves juftly, that it is due to fuch alone, 
as have fignalized thernfelves in the fcience. 
I take this opportunity to remark the rife 

and 
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and progrefs of this cuftom, which appears 
-to be of high antiquity, fince there are ex- 
amples of it among the antient poets, hifto- 
rians, and phyficians. 

Poetry has confecrated, in this way, the 
names oi Adonis, Daphne, Hyactnthus, Nar^ 
cijjus, and others. Pliny informs us, that 
Eupatorium is faid to be the cognomen of 
MiTHRTDATES, who firft difcovercd the 
ufes of that plant. Gentiana, we are told, 
is derived from Gentius, king oi Illyria: 
Lyjimachia, from Lysimachus, king of 
Sicily: TCelephium, from Telephus, king 
oiMyJia: Teucrium, from Teucer, king of 
Troy : Clymenum, from Clymenus : Arte-' 
mijia, from the wife of king Mausolus : 
Helenium, from Helena, the wife of A&- 
nelaus: Eupbcrbium, from Euphorbus, 
phyfician to Juba II. king of Mauritaniay 
though Salmasius avers, that this name 
had been in ufe at a much earlier period. 
Many other inftances might be adduced. 

In fucceeding ages, the devotion of the 
monks led them to confecrate a variety 
of plants to the faints* of the kalendar. 
Thus we have the Herba San^i An to- 

Nil, 
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Nil, Epilobium: S. Christophori, .^r- 
faa: S. Gerardi, JEgopodium: S. Ru- 
PERTi, Geranium: S. Jacobi, Senecio : 
S. Petri, Pariefaria, &c. &c. JoBn 
Baixhine wrote a treatife, in 1591, now 
become very fcarce, ** De Plantis a Divrs 
SanSiiJve Nomen habentibusJ* 

The rcftorers of botany, in a few in- 
flances, revived the praftice. Gesner, had 
he lived to finifh his plan in his ** Hiftory 
••• of Plants," intended to have perpetuated 
the names of his friends, by monuments of 
this kind. It appears, that he h^d requefted 
GuiLANDiNus, ^ohn Bauhine, Kent- 
man, Camerarius, and our celebrated 
countryman Dr. Caius, to feledl from his 
new fpecies, fuch as they chofe to bear their 
names, or allow to him the privilege of 
jadopting what he thought moft congru- 
ous. By the fame kind of tribute we learn, 
from his -letters, that he propofed to record 
the names of his friends Gassei(us, Occo, 
Aretius, and feveral others. 

Matthiolus, however, adually re- 
ftored the ufage, by the application of the 
terrn Cortufa to a new plant, in honour of 

CORTUSUS, 
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CoRTUsus, the fucceffor of Guilandi- 
Ktrs, in the garden of Padua ; and Clu- 
sius followed his example, by calling the 
Contrayervd of the (hops Drakcena^ in ho- 
nour of Sir Francis Drake ; from .which 
time it was fparingly pradtifed, until after 
the invention of fyftem ; and the conftriic- 
tion of generical charafters, at the latter 
end of the laft century. Tournefort, 
PLUMiER^and Petiver, led the way, and 
have been followed by all fucceeding writers 
of note, and by none more than by Lin- 
naeus himfelf. It may be ftiled the apo-^ 
theofis of hotzni^s } and Linnaeus maybe 
compared to the high prieft, who has thus 
immortalized a numerous group of cele- 
brated men. 

The practice, however, was fevercly ceil- 
fured by fome of the older botanifts, who 
objedted; that thefe names, having no con- 
nection with the form, nature; habit, or 
properties of the plant, conveyed no idea 
of diftindion. But the objection, if duly 
weighed, is of no force ; fince there is not, 
perhaps, a fihgle appellation, even among 
the beft, of Greek etymology, however aptly 
4 framed. 
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framed, which cdnveys any charafter of thfc 
genus, that might not with equal propriety 
have been applied to f multitude of others* 
The free ufe that Plumier made of this 
privilege, in honouring fo great a number 
of Englilhmeo, does equal credit to his own 
difcernment, and impartiality, and to the 
merit of thofe on whom he bellowed this 
laurel. On this account, I hope it may 
not be ungrateful to the reader, to digrefs 
fo far, as to introduce a fliort notice of this 
liberal-minded foreigner* 

PLUMIER. 

Charles Plumier was born at Marfeilles, 
in the year 1646 ; and, after a claffical edu- 
cation, devoted himfelf to a religious life j 
and, at the age of fixteen, entered into the 
order of the Minifne Friars. Being early 
inclined to mechanics and philofophy, he 
iludied mathematics, at Touloufe, under 
Pere Matgnan, a celebrated profelTor of the 
fcience, and of the fame order. In fome 
of his leifure hours, he amufed himfelf in 
the pradice of Turning, having been taught 
.the art by his father 5 and became fo great 

a proficient. 
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t projficlent, that he wrote a book on the 
fubjed:. Under Pere Maignan, he alfo 
learned to make lenfes, mirrors, micro-^ 
fcopes, and other inftruments of philofo- 
phy ; and early acquired the arts of defign- 
ing and painting. He was foon after fent 
by his fuperiors to Rome^ where his clofe 
application to hiis ftudies, and to thefe arts, 
together with optics and mathematics, de- 
ranged his ^health. In this fituation, he 
fought for relaxation in the ftudy of botany; 
under the leftures of P/r^ Serge Ant, in 
a convent at Romej and in the inftrudtions 
oi Francis de Onuphriis, an Italian phy- 
fician, and oi Syhius Boccone, a Sicilian. 
By thefe connieaidns, he was infenfibly led 
to devote himfelf to his new ftudy. Being 
recalled by his order into Provence^ he was 
placed in a convent near Hyeres^ and ob- 
tained leave of his fuperiors to fearch the 
coafts of that country, and the neighbour- 
ing Alps, for plants. At this time, he con- 
ceived a defign of forming a new Pinax^ or 
*^ General Hiftory of Vegetables," for which 
he had made many drawings, and colledted 
materials; but his fubfequent deftination 
Vol. Hi E prevented 
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prevented his making an eSeftual progre^ 
in this defign. He icon after became ac- 
quainted with TouRNEFORT, then on hig 
botanical tour in the South i£ France ; and» 
together with GARii>ELy profeiTor of bo-* 
tany at Aix^ accompanied dial eminent maa 
in his refearches. 

Thiis qualified^ and white he was herbO'* 
rizing on the coaft of MarfkUles^ he w^s 
chofen as the affociate of SuRtAN, lo ex- 
plore ^e French fetdements in the Wdt 
Indies* TheFrench were Simulated to this 
expedition, by the fuccefs dl our great na- 
turalift, Sloane^ in Jamaica^ Pi^umier 
acquitted hiaiielf fo well^ that he was twice 
jfent afterwards,, at the King's expence, te 
compleat the natural hiftory o( the Antilles ;. 
and was rewarded with the tide of BManift 
to the King, and an increa&d penfion each 
time. He paiSed two years in thofe iflands, 
and on the neighbouring continent; but 
made Domingo his principal refidenee* He 
made dcfigns and paintings of many hundred 
plants, on a fcale as large as the life -, be- 
fides numerous figures- of birds^ fiflies^ and 
infeds. 

9 Oa 
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On his return from his fccoiid voyage, 
. t>y the irrtcreft of M. PoNTCHARTRAiNi 
he procured the firft fpecimen of his labours 
to be publifhed at the Louvre^ under the 
title of " IXefcription des Plantes de VAme-^ 
rique.'* 'F<A. 1695. pp, 94. tab. 168. The 
firft fifty of thefe tables reprefent Ferns ; the 
remainder, divers fpecies of the Arum genus ; 
the PipeTi Pdjjiflorce^ Rajania, DolkhoSi and 
Various others. The figures confift of little 
more than outlines ^ but biding a^ large as 
the life> and drawn with great accuracy and 
freedom, they have a very fine effeiS:* Th^ 
defcriptions are in French. 

On his return from the third Voyage, he 
fettled at Parisy in the chafaiSer of his or- 
der; and^ in 1703, piibljfhed his ^* Nova 
Plantarum General 4**. In this work^ ^ 
which isciJnftruaedonthe planofToURNE- 
fort's *^ Inflitutions of Botany,*' the aU-^ 
thor defcribes, and figures^ the charaders of 
2 06 new genera ; among which are many 
of the plants ufed in medicine* It is in 
this book he pays the tribute, fo often fpe- 
cified, not only to the manes of deceafed 
botanifts> but to feveral eminent men then 

E 2 living : 
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living : he has, in this way, given appelIa-» 
tions to more than fifty genera^ taken from 
the names of botanifts. 

In the courfe of thcfe pages, thofe gene- 
rical terms^ which have been formed from 
the names of EngUJh botanifts of renown, 
thus celebrated by Father Plumier, are 
mentioned under their refpe<aive articles ; 
but I here colledt them into one view : 
Gerardia. Plukenetia. 

Lobelia* Rajania^ 

Morifonia. Sloanea* 

Parkinfonia. Turnera. 

Petiveria. 
In the year 1704, he was prevailed on by 
M. Fagon, to undertake a voyage to Perui 
to difcover and delineate the Peruvian Bark 
tree. Nothing but the greateft zeal for 
fcicnce, could induce a man at the age of 
fifty-eight, to attempt fo perilous a voyage^ 
While he was waiting for the fhip, to em- 
bark with a new viceroy at Port Sti Mary^ 
near Cadiz, he was feized with a pleurify, 
and died. 

Having, before his departure from Paris, 

prepared for the prefs his ^* Trait^ des Fou-^ 

f geres 
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geres de VAmerique^^' it was printed in folio, 
in 1705 ; pp. 146, tab, 172. The text in 
French and Latin. All the Ferns contained 
in the former volume enter again into this ; 
and, as this likewife was printed at the 
King's expencc, it has all the advantages in 
the execution, that accompanies royal rau- 
nificence* 

We are informed by Dr. Lister, that 
Plumier left behind him ^r^wings of 
plants, fufficient to make ten volumes, equal 
to the firft book above mentioned. They 
are faid-to have amounted to 1400. Some 
of thefe remained in the convent at Paris^ 
to which Plumier belonged : others were 
in the King's library. From the latter, 
Boerhaave procured copies of 508 fpe- 
cies, done by Aubriet, under the infpcc- 
tion of Vail LAN T. Thefe were publifhed 
in 1755 — 1760, by Profeflbr Burman, at 
Amjierdam^ in ten fafciculty accompanied 
with 262 plates, on which are engraven 
upwards of 400 fpecies : and Dr. Bloch, 
oi Berlin J has procured many of the fi(hes 
for his late fplendid work on ichthyology. 
E 3 Plumier 
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Plumieb was the author of two dlfferta'y 
tions; one in the ^* Journal des Scavans'* of 
1694 ; the other in the ^^ Journal des I're^ 
'ooux^* to prove that cochineal was an in- 
fc<a ; a fad doubted by many at that time, 
and concerning which his own teftimony 
had been controverted. In the fame work 
occur fome publications by Plumier, on 
other zoological fubjefts* 

His UArt de Tourner was firft publifhed 
at Lyons in 1791 | and a fecond time at 
Paris^ fo lately as in 1 749, in folio, with 
eighty plates. It is fpoken of a? a curious 
and fingular work^ containing the moft 
compleat inftrudlions relating tp that art^ 
that are to be met with. 
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Banifter — communicates plants to Ray — Perijhed 
in Virginia by falling from the rocks — His fa^ 
periin the Philofophical Tranfaftions. 

Vernon i^nd Kreig — coUeSl an Herbarium in Mary- 
land, 

Cunningham — enriched exotic botany^ by fending 
plants from China and the Eaft Indies. 

Brown, Samuel, and Alexander — Glen— G?»/^;»- 
porary ofRdL^ — His Herbarium^ 

BANISTER* 

» 
^ OH A^ Banister, is mentioned by Mr. 
%f Ray in very high terms, as a man oi 
talents in natural hiftory. He firft made a 
voyage to the Eaji Indiesy where he remain- 
ed fome time ; but was afterwards fixed in 
Virginia. In that country he xnduftrioufly 
fought for plants, defcribed them, and hini- 
felf drew the figures of the rare fpccies : he 
was alfo celebrated for his knowledge of 
infeds, and meditated writing the natural 
Jiiftory of Virginia, for which, Mr. Ray 
E 4 obftrve^ 
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obferves that he was every way qualified, 
He fent to Ray, in 1680, " A Catalogue 
^* of Plants obferved by him in Virginia -y* 
which was publiihed in the iecond volume 
of Ray's Hiflory, p. 1928. 

The world was deprived of much of the 
fruit of his labours, by his untimely death. 
Banister increafed the lift of martyrs to 
natural hiftory. In one of his excurfions, 
in purfuit of his objeft, he fell from the 
rocks, and perifhed. His Herbarium came 
into the pofleffion of Sir Hans Sloane, 
who thought it a confiderable acquifition. 

The following papers, written by Mr. 
Banister, were publiihed in the Fhilofo^ 
fhical TranJaSiions : 

A Catalogue of feveral Curlofities found 
in Virginia. W 198. p, 667. 

Obfervations on the Mufca Lupus , of 
MouFFET, in Virginia. They relate to 
the balancers or poifers, called by Lin- 
NJEUS Halteresy fixed under the wings of 
the order of Diptera among infefts, N"* 
198. p. 670. 

On feveral Sorts of Snails obferved in 
Virginia. lb. p, 672. 

A Defcriptioi^ 
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A Defcription of the Pijiolochia, or Ser^ 
fentaria Virgintanay the Snake-root of the 
Jfhops ( Arijiolochta Serpentaridy Lin.) N' 
247. p.467-'^ 

VERNON AND KREIG. 

About the fame time with Banister, 
as I conjedure, Mr. William Vernon, fel- 
low of St. Peter's College, Cambridge^ and 
Dr. David Kreig, a German phyfician, 
led by their genius for botany, made a 
voyage to Maryland. They returned, after 
having coUefted an Herbarium of feveral 
Jiundred new and un^efcribed plants. Thcfe 
came into the poffeffion of Sir Hans 
Sloane, by whofe liberal communication 
they were inferted in the *^ Supplement '' 
to Ray's Hiftory. Mr, Vernqn is alfo 
fpoken of by Ray, as nof lefs fkilful and 
^fliduous in the purfuit: of Englijh plants, 

* Mr. Houston confecrated to Banister a genus 
oi Decandrous climbing plants, which Sloane, Pluke- 
j^ET, and PtUMiER had ranked with the Aer: But the 
jdiftindlion of Houston flood the teft of the Linnaqn 
f ules, and is preferved in the fcxual fyftem. 

an4 
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^nd of all other branches of natural know- 
ledge. His difcoverics in the Cryptogamia 
clafe .were numerous. 

Of Dr. Kreig» I can give no further 
account than that he was of Saxony. I con-^ 
jcfture, that after his return from Mary- 
land, he retired into his native country. He 
was the friend and correfpondent of Dale, 
who, in his Pharmacologia, introduces his* 
name in the moft refpedful manner, for 
notices communicated by him ; and ranks 
him among the few eminent men of the time, 
who excelled in the knowledge of the Ma- 
teria Medica and Chemiftry. Dr. Kreiq 
was not living when Dale publiftied the 
third edition of the above-mentioned work, 
in 1737. 

Dr. Kreig communicated to the Royal 
Society, ** An Account of Cobalt and the 
•* Preparation of Smalt and Arfenic," ac- 
cording to the procefs ufed at the mines of 
Shneeberghy in Hermanduria. It was printed 
in the Philofophical TranJaStionSy N* 293* 
Vol. xxiv. p. 17545 with figures of the 
Furnaces. 

CUNNINGHAM, 
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CUNNINGHAM. 

In the period we are now fpeaking of, 
J)ut few voyagers poflefled any confiderable 
jknowledge of nature ; or a fpirit of en- 
quiry, powerful enough to induce them to 
facrifice their avocations, from interefted 
purfuits, to the ftudy of natural hiftory, 
Sloane, Banister, and a few^ others, 
were indeed exceptions; and, in this fketch, 
it would, be injurious to his memory, not 
to add the name oi James Cunningham, 
to whom Ray, and particularly Pluke- 
NET and Petiver, acknowledge important 
obligations, for his copious communica- 
|:ions of new plants, 

The merit qf Mr. Cunningham would 
juftly demand a more complete gratification 
pf curiofity concerning his life and circum- 
ilances, than I can fupply. I can only, 
colled, that he went out in 1698, as fur- 
geon to the factory, eftablifhcd by the Eaft 
India Company at Emuy^ or jimoy^ on the 
poaft. of China *^ and afterwards, made a 

fecond 
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fccond voyage in the fame capacity, to thq 
fubfequent eftabliflimcnt at Kufan, or Chti-^ 
fan^ in 1700, on which ifland he refided 
fome time. 

I conjedure alfo, that he was afterwards 
fixed at Pulo Condore^ and was the perfon 
to whom we owe the account of the maf- 
facre of the Englijh, by the MacaJJarSj at 
that factory, in 1705, as related in the Mo- 
dern Part of the Univerfal Hijloryy vol. x^ 
p. 154; edit. 1759. %\ 

Mr.CuNNiNGHAM kept a journal of the 
weather in both his voyages to China ; and 
during his refidence on the ifle of Chufan, 
he appears to have been very adlive in coU 
leding the producSioos of that place. He. 
fent over to Plukenet and Petiver a 
very large number of new plants, as is evi- 
dent from an infpedtion of their writings • 
In the " Amaltheum' of Plukenet, his 
name occurs in almoft every page. 

From the ifland oi Afcenfioriy Mr. Cun- 
ningham tranfmitted to Petiver an ac- 
count of the plants, and fhells, he obferved 
there. He fent a journal of his voyage, 

an4 
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und an account of the Ille oiChufany which 
was printed in the Pbilofophical TranfaSlions^ 
N"* 280. voL xxiii. p. 1201. It conveys 
many intcrefting particulars to the Englijb 
reader, relating to the inhabitants^ their 
fifheries, agriculture, and arts. He corredls 
feveral miftakes of Father Martini, and 
Le Compte; and is, I believe, the firft 
Englifh writer, who gives an accurate hif- 
tory of the Tea Tree: which, although but 
fliort, is authenticated by the lateft defcrip- 
tlon given us by Thunberg, in the *^i%- 
ra jfaponicaJ' 

Befides this account of Cbujany I find 
the following papers, written by Mr. Cun- 
ningham, and printed in the Pbilofophical 
TranfaBions. 

A Catalogue of Plants and Shells, col- 
ledled on the Ifle of Afcenjion. N"* 255. 
vol. xxi. p. 295. 

Gbfervations on the Weather at Emuyi 
in China, in 1698, 1699; with the State, 
of the Barometer. N° 256. vol. xxi. 

P* 323- 

On the Declination of the Needle, and a 

Thermometrical 
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Therttiometrtcal Obienration^ near theLiil^4 
N"" 264. vol, xxti. p. S77- 

A Meteorological Rcgiftef of the Wea-» 
tfa€r> in a Voyzgt to CJbwa^ iti 1706 ; and 
a Regifter of the Weather at CAu/an, in 
Chna. N"" 292. p« 1639^ and z648. 

BROWN. 

Befides Mr. Cunningham, there were 
two ingenious fargcons of the name of 
Brown, refident in the Eaji Ivdies; contem-* 
porary with Plukeni^t, and Petiver, 
*to whom tbefe writers were under fingulaf 
obligations, for the liberality and import- 
ance of their communications, both of ve-i 
getablc and animal productions, from thd 
Eqft Indies^ 

Mr. Samuel Brown was furgeon to the 
Fort at St. George^ now called Madras* 
His correfpondence with Mr. Pe titer, 
and his colledions, have been noticed be- 
fore. 

The name of Mr. Alexander Brown oc- 
curs in many parts of Plukenet's works. 

H^ 
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He 4ifcovercd feveral new plants, both in 
the Eaji Indies, and at the Cape of' Good 
Hope^. 

GLEN. 

Among the contemporaries of Mr. Rat, 
I am led, Sxoax private information, to men- 
tion Andrew Glen, M. A. a divine, who, 
although his name docs not occur in the 
writings of his time, was the friend and ac- 
quaintance of that eminent man ; having 
probably acquired a tafte for fimilar purfuits, 
from a frequent intercourfe with him, at 
the feat of his illuftrious friend, Mr. Wil- 
LUGHBY, near Nottingham. I have kzn 
an Herbarium, colledtcd by Mr. Glen> 
which bears date in 1685, containing up- 
.warda of feven hundred indigenous, and 
two hundred exotic plants. Some of thefe 

* Dr. Plukenet denominated a new genus ol African 
plants belonging to the Pentandrous chfs^Eriocephalos Bru^ 
niadesj in honour of Alexander Brown. Linn^us has 
perpetuated the genus -, but, agreeably to his rules, which 
do not admit of fuch terminations, has changed the term 
to Brunia, of which fome fpecics are known in the Eng^ 
hft) gardens* 

were 



<4 CHAPTfeR 3r, 

were colleaed in the tour on the continent; 
He afterwards travelled into Sweden and 
Italy 'j and refided fome time at Turing where 
he began another colledion, which is dated 
1692; but contained not more than two 
hundred fpecimens. This Herbarium^ all 
circumftances confidered, was not mean 
for the time in which it was made. Mr. 
Glen was afterwards redor oi Hathernei 
in Leicejlerjhirey where he died at an ad-s 
vaneed age. 
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Sloahc-^MwwVj of— Bom in IrthtA^tSsfifWg 
kias to natural bifioty in bis yotiib'-*^^raveh 
with X>r. Tancred RobinfoH'^Favourite with 
Sydenhapi--wd/«rJSr tbe Duke (?/ Albemarle ^ 
}zm2dCZ-^Succefsful in bis purfiUt of ahji&s in 
, natural 0tfiory — Secretary to the Rjoyal Society-^ 
Zealous promoter of tbe di/tenfary — Catalogus 
Plantarum Jarriaicfle— SloaneV liberal cdmmu* 
nication to IS^y— Greatly augments bis Mufeum 
. ly tbe a€c^on of Courtcn V* ' 

&L 6 A N a. 

AT the fame period of lime, lived 
Ray, MoRisoN, Plukenet, Pe^ 
TivER, Sloan E, and Sherard, under 
whofe countenance; and culture, the know- 
Icdjge of nature received the moft rapid and 
iitbifcantxal improvement, which it had ever 
experienced. In this period, lyftem had 
been revived and improved by Morison, 
Ray, Herman, TotTRNEFORT, and Ri- 
viNtrs. In this period alfo, Rhepe, Rum- 
pttitrs^ Plttmier, and Slqane, publifiiecj. 
V^x. II. F thofe 
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thofe great works in exotic botany^ whidt 
have immortalized their names. This pe- 
riod was the clofe of the laft cpnturyj; 
which, as it has been called by the elegant 
and learned author of the " Eflay on the Ge- 
" nius and Writings of Pope/' " the Go!- 
** den Age of Learning in England^*' fo hag 
LiNNAUS named it, in his Allegorical Hif- 
tdry of the Rife and Progrefs of this Sci- 
ence, " The Golden Age of Botany/' 
and Sloan £ was one of its brighteii orna- 
mcnts. 

Of the life of this great patron of natural 
fcience, it would be fuperfluous in me ta 
attempt a detailed account ; fince this tri- 
bute has been paid to his memory in the 
*^ JEloge of the French Academy," in the 
**]^iograpbiaBritanntca^'* the '* Biographical 
** Didionary," and other colled:ions of that 
kind, in daily ufe. ' Hence, I ftall, from 
thele publications, extract only the outlines 
of his life, as they are connected with,^ and 
tend to eluddate, his general charadler, his 
acquirements in natural hiflory, and his bo- 
tanical publications. : _ 

Sir tians SloAne was defcended from . 

parents. 



parents, driginally of Scottijh extraftion, and 
was born at Killileagb^ in the county of 
Down, in Ireland, April i6, 1660. His 
younger years were marked by a ftrong at- 
tachment to the works of nature. At fix- 
tccn, his ftudies were interrupted by ill 
health, in confequence of a fpitting of blood, 
Vrhich. confined him for three years. On 
his amendment, he fiudied the preliminary 
brahches of phyfic in London^ for four 
years ; chemiftry^ under a pupil of the great 
Stahl; his favourite fcience, ^tChelfed 
G;acrden, then but juft eftablifhed j and, 
ybung.as he was, contra<Sed during that\^ 
t^^ne, an acquaintance with Boyle and 
RaY^ Mr. Sloane afterwards, in com- 
pany With Mr. Tancred Robinson, and 
another Audent, vifited France for improve- ^ 
ment. At Paris, he attended Tourne- 
. FORT and Du Verney j and is fuppofed to • 
have taken his degrees in medicine at Mont^ 
pelier % fome fay, at Orange. He returned 
to London at the latter end of the year 1684, 
and became the favourite of Dr. Syden- , 
ham, who took him into his houfe, and zea- ^ 
l6ufly promoted his interell. In November 

F 2 1684, 
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1684, he was ekfted a fellow of the Royal 
Society I and, in April 1687, entcfcd into 
the college of phyflcians, Thcfe early ad^ 
vancementa in the pro&fibnal line, are tho 
ilrongeil prefiuDption& in favour of lus fii« 
perior knowledge, and promifing abilicies. 
Vet thefe flattering profpedts He relih^ 
^ui^ed, to gratify his ardour for natural 
Icnowledge. 

Qn the ;2th of September 1687, and ia 
the 28th year of his age, he emharkod fer 
Jamakay as phyiician to the Duke of jSbi- 
n/ark y and touched at Madeira^ Bariadoes^^ > 
Nevis^ and S/. Kitt's. The Duke dyiag on 
the 19th of December, foon after their ar- 
rival at Jamaka^ Dr* Sloane's flay on thft 
ifland did not exceed fifteen months. Dur- 
ing this time» howev^, fuch was his appli- 
cation, that, in the language of his French 
eulogift, had he not converted, as it were, 
his minutes into hours, he could not have 
made thofe numerous acquifitions, which 
contributed fo largely to extend the know- 
ledge of nature ; while they laid the founda* 
tion of his own future fame and fortune. 

Here lam led to ohferve^ that feveral 

circumftances 



<:ircumftance8 condurred tttytdtvXg the toy- 
age of Dn SloaJ^e to Jafnaica^ which 
rendered it peculidfly fuctefsful to natui-al 
hiftoiy . He Was the firft man of learnings 
whom the love of fcidnce alone had led from 
Engiandy to that ditlant part c^ the globe; 
and^ confequently, the field was wholly open 
to him. He was alfeady well acquainted 
with the difcoveries of the age. He had an 
cnthafiistfm for his obje<3:, and Was at an age, 
when both adJivity of body, and vivicity 
of mind, cohcu^ to Yanquifh difficulties. 
Undar. this happy cdncidence of circum* 
ilances, it is not ilrange that Dn Sloanb 
returned faome with a rich harveft^ In faft, 
hefides a proportional number of fubjeds 
from the animal kingdom, he brought firdni 
yamaicay and the other iflands they touched 
at, not fewer than 800 different fpecies of 
plants. A number, very far beyond what 
had been imported, by any individual into 
England before. 

Dr. Sloane returned from his voyage 
on the 29th of May 1689; and, fixing in 
London^ foon became eminent. He was 
chofen phyfician to Chrift's Hofpital, in 

F 3 1694. 
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.i694r In the preceding year, he had hce^ 
elected fecretary to the Royal Society, and 
had revived the publicatioji of the Pbilofor 
pbkal TranfaBionSy which had bcea interr 
rupted from the year 1687. This office he 
held till 1712, and was tl^en fucceedpd by 
Dr. Hallev. 

In 1695, Dr, Sloane inarried EBzabetb^ 
daughter of Alderman Langley, of London. 
.^hp 4i^ in 1724. She brought hims be-* 
iides a fon, apd daughter, who died young, 
two other daughters, wljo furvivcd, and 
were advantageoufly married ; the eldeft to 
George Stanley, Efq; of the coMXity oi Hants y 
and the younger to Lord Cadogan* 

It was about this time that he became 
an iadtivc membqr of the college, in pro- 
mpting the plan of 1^ difpenfary for the 
poprj; which wa$ at l^gth carried into 
cfFeft. The fpuds excitod on this occafioa 
gave rife tp the cclebr^cd fatirc from Dr^ 
Garth. 

It was not till the year 1696 that Dn 
;Sloane publifhed the Frodromui to his 
Hipftory of y^/wtf/Vtf Plants, under the title 
of" Cataloqus Plan t arum qjje in 

Insula 
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Insula Jamaica sponte proveniunt, 
vel vulgo coluntur*, cam earundefn Synonymts 
et Locis nataltbus^y adjeSih aliis quibufdam 
qua inlnfuKs Madera ^ Barbados^ Nieves^ ef 
SdnBi Cbriftophori nafcuntur : feu Prodromi 
Htftorice. Nafuralts Jamaica Pars Prima'* 
' 8^ 1696. pp. 232* Prater Indicem valdt 
copiojum Nominum et SynonymorUm^ 

This volume, in triiifically valuable as it 
is, may yet be confidered as only the no- 
menclature, or fjrftematic index to his fub- 
fcquent vrovk. The arrangement of the 
fobje<a (and which was ftriftly followed in 
^^TheHiftory,") is nearly that of Mn Rayi 
vegetables being thrown into twenty-five 
large natural clafles, or families. Among 
botanifts of that time, generical charadlers 
had not attained any remarkable precifion ; 
and Sloane, like Plukenet, was little 
farther anxious, than to refer his new plants 
to fome genus already cftablifhcd, without 
a minute attention to the parts of fruftifi- 
cation, farther than as they formed part of 
the charafter' drawn from habit: vet with 
this'defeft, the figures and defcrijptions of 
;Sloane proved fufficiently accurate to en- 

F 4 able 
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able hi5 fucceflbrs %q tcfcx almoft all bit 
fpecies^ to the appropriate places in the fyU 
tern of the prcfent day, / 

By this DCgledl of conftruifting genera^ 
Sloans neverthelefs threw into the hands 
of PiUMXEji the grateful opportu^ty which 
he embracedi of naming the plant$ of bia 
inveftigations after celebrated botaniits, la 
juftice, however, to Pj^umikr, it has been 
before obferved, that he was not parfimo-^ 
pious in the diftribution p£ tb^e favours, to 
the oierit of Englijbmen., 

It is worthy of obiervation, that amMig 
t.he& claCes^ there are only two plants be^ 
longing to the VmhiBferous tribe, and bu| 
one genus of the AJ^eriftdue^ nainely, the 
HeUatr<ipium* The ferns, on the other 
hand, are very nunaerous all qrer the Weft 
JWi^iilands. Sloane has above one hun-^ 
dred fp^ci^i and Pi^umibr,, a few years 
?Lftex;wards, detpfted many more, 

I« tbk volwne, however fmall in bulk,, 
yet v^ iQ. labour, there is a circumfUnce 
nwch to the credit of Slo^an.£, which muft 
he obvipas; to every int^ligon^ naturalift. It 
is the cape vrbicb the:aai^r h^ taken ta. 

^pnfulli 
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confult every poffible refourcc, in order to 
difcriminatehis plants, and avoid an unne^ 
ceflary multiplication of fpccies, by defcrib- 
ing that as new, which was before known^ 
So numerous a iet of fynonyms had never 
been inferted in any local caulogue i and 
Sloan £ greatly enhanced its value, by a 
moft commendable addition ^ havings with 
incredible labour, referred to every travellef' 
of note for all the vegetables renowned for 
utility in medicine^ arts, or osconomy. la 
this inftance, it is much to be regretted 
that fp praife^ worthy an example has not 
Ibeen more frequently imitated by fucceed*- 
Ing botan^fts. 

Before I difmifs this volume, I mufl: 
mention an inftance of the liberality of its 
lauthor, in allowing Mr^ Ray the free uic 
of his manufcripts of the Jamaica plants, 
on the publication of the third volume of 
his *' Hiftory,*' in 1704. Accordingly, wc 
)Bnd all Sloan £*s new plants, with the de^ 
fcriptipns at large, inferted in that work* 
He al/b communicated a lift of Englijh 
|4ant$, which he had ob&rved fpontaneoufly 
j^wiug ip Jamaica. This was printed in 

the 



74 C H A P T E R 32. 

the fecond edition of the Synopjis^ and con-- 
tiiiucd by Dillenius in the third. 

Dr. Sloan E began early to forni a mu- 
fcum, and it was, by the colledtions made 
in his voyage, become confiderable ; but the 
«ra of its celebrity was not till 1702, when 
it received the augmentation of Mr. Cour- 
ten's valuable ftores- United by fimilar 
tafle. Dr. Sloan E had formed, with this 
gentleman, an early and ftrift friendfliip; 
and a perpetual interchange of communi- 
cations, and good offices, had fubfifted be- 
tween them y of which ^wHans himfelf bears 
public teflimony in his writings. It is not 
pojflible, at this time, to afcertain the ex- 
tent of Mr. Court en's colled:ion j but it 
isfufficiently certain that it was very ample : 
the acquifition of it added new ardour and 
diligence to our naturalift, in the augment- 
ation of it/. He has himfelf exhibited a ge- 
neral ftatement of the contents of hi$ mu- 
feurn, twenty-two years after its enlarge- 
ment by the above-mentioned colle(5tion. 
By this it appears, that the fubjedts of na- 
tural hiftory alone, exclufive of two hundred 
volumes qf preferved plants,, aploupted tQ 

more 
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inoFC than 26,200 articles. They were af-r 
terwards augmented to upwards of 30,600 1 
as may be feen by ** A General View of the 
Contents,*' publifhed a year before his death. 
—And here I cannot but obferve, that the 
curious arc under lingular obligation to the 
author of the article Courten, in the fourth 
yolilme of th^ new edition of the Biagra^ 
fhia Britannica^ who has, with great labour, 
-brought to light fo many interefting me- 
moirs relating to Mr, Courten, and his 
femily. His truly laborious refearches have 
done equal Juf^ce to that gentleman, and to 
Sir Hans Sloane, by refcuing the hiftoiy 
of their connexion from great mifreprefent- 
ation. Hence we learn, that Dr. Sloane, 
as executor to his friend, fo. far from ac- 
quiring the acceiSoH of Mn Cour ten's 
mufeum at a dear rate^ as had been repre- 
ientcd in the preceding edition, obtained it 
at a price greatly under jts origiqal, and real 
yalue. 
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Continuation of Sloznc^^PuiliJhes his voyage /# 
Jamaica — His difcoveries excite emulation — 
Correfponds with Ray — EleSled member of the 
Royal Afadmy of Paris — Chojen pbyficiaH to 
!^een Atm-^Cteated a baronet — Pbyjician ^^- 
ktral to ihi amry^^Frefidtnt of the College of 
fhyfuians^and prefldent of tht Rdyal SiHiety-^ 
Retires /♦ Cbelfek in 1741— iSi deaih and 
ebaraSer^^Li/i of^ bis nnmerous meikoirs in the 
Phik>ibphicAl Tranfaftions* 

s L a A K e: 

IN the year i/oi^ Dr. Sloakt* was ift- 
corporated dodor oi phyfic at Oxford ^ 
ttfld was aiTociated member of feveral aca<^ 
demies on the continent* In 1707^ he. 
publidied the firft volume of his hiftorj^ 
under the following title : 

" A Voyage to the Illands Madeira^ 
•* Barbadoesy Nevis, St. Cbrijlophers, and 
•• Jamaica^ with the Natural Hiftory of 
•• the Herbs and Trees, four-footed Beafts^ 
** Fifhes^ Birds, Infe(fts, Reptiles, &c. To 

^' whicl) 
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<^ which is prefixed an IntrediKStion, where- 
^ in is an Account of the Ifti^ibitants^ Air, 
^* Waters, Difeafes, Trade, &c. of that 
^ Place ^ with fome Rektions coneernlngf 
^ the neighbouring Continent and Ifland** 
^ of America*** Vol. i. 1707, foL pp/ 
254. tab. 15&. 

This vo}»me it dedicated to the t^uceii* 
'i^hc intfoduftion contains^ 1^4 pages, tbidt 
b replete With matter of an interefting na- 
ture,, and evidently difplays the great paks 
the author^ took to eo}le<3: materials lor lht$ 
work. It comprehends a general account 
of the difcovery of the Weji Indies^ and of 
the idziidof Jamaica ia particular: the geo-/ 
graphy, the climate, etnd foil ; food, man- 
ners, and economy of the various inhabi- 
tants: defcription of a tour the author made 
to various parts of the country, and efpcci- 
ally to the riiins ofSeviffa, with an account: 
of the church built by Peter Martyr: a lift 
of mpre than fifty Europeaa vegetables, 
principally of the culinary tribe, cultivated 
in the gardens of Jamaica. He concludes 
with an hiftory of the difeaies, and the de- 
tail of many cafes which caxne under hii' 

own 
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own obienraticm. Then follows the }(mt» 
nal of the voyage ; with ample defcriptions 
of the marine animals obierved in the couHe 
of it : the plants obierved at Madeira, {cvt-^ 
ral of which are figured in the work it&If : 
obiervations of the like kind made at Bar^ 
badoes. The remainder of the volume con-» 
tains a methodical arrangement, and de« 
icription, of all the fubmarine, and herba-^ 
ceous plants, natives of the ifland; amount-- 
ing to 550 and upwards. Very few fyno- 
nyms are here introduced 1 but references, 
in general, made to the copious colle<ftion 
of them in his " Catalogue/* To each 
plant the author has fubjoined, from medi- 
cal authors^ and from travellers, the moft 
ample account of their fevcral ufes. 

Tht fecond volume was not publiflied till 
the year 1725, and was dedicated to the 
king. The reafons of this tielay are afligned . 
in the introdudtion, and were, principally, 
the care, the arrangement, and defcriptioh 
of his mufeum. The acceffion of Mr. 
CouRTEN*s colledion has been remarked 
above 5 and that of Petiver, in 1718, 
gave Sir Ifans much employment. Peti- 
ver 



Sloane. Jt^^ 

.VER had amafled a greater quantity of the 
produftions of nature, than any man be- 
fore him : but he had not prefcrved them 
with a care equal to the zeal with which he 
acquired them ; and it demanded extraordi- 
nary diligence to recover them from the in- 
jury they had fuftained. It is in the intro- 
dudlion to this volume that Sir Hans gives 
agencr?Ll inventory of his Library, and Mu- 
feum, \s it ftood in the year 1725, which 
has beeh noticed before ; and, by the com- 
parifon of which with later eftimates, it^p- . 
pears how greatly he increafed it after that 
time. . 

This fecond volume comprehends fivc^- 
hundred pages, and completes the vegetable 
part, and the animal kingdom. The new 
plants are nearly all figured. The plates 
are continued to the number of 274. The 
laft forty belong to the animals, of which, 
fome of all the clafles, the Mammalia ex- 
cepted, are here exhibited. 

To the curious botanift, it will be ob- 
fervable, that out of 800 vegetables, de- 
fcribed in thefe ^volumes, above 100 arc 
Ferns ; and that of the others, more than 
350 Ipecies are of xkit arborefcent kind. 

Subfcquent 
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Subfequcnt voyagers have eftabliflied it as H 
fa<ft, that in the warmer and intertropical 
regions, this latter clafs conftitutes, in a 
general way, the third part pf the vegetable 
produftions of nature. Abundantly the re- 
verie of this takes place in temperate and 
cold climates. 

In thcfe volumes Sir Hans' has intt^oduced 
all his quotations at length from the books 
of travels mentioned in the ^' Catalogue,'* 
to illuftrate the various ufes of each vege- 
table. They exhibit a proof of the author^s 
induftry, which, I conceive, it is difficult to 
parallel in any other work. The tables, 
jurhich were principally engraved by Vander 
Guchty although on a large fcale, yet hav- 
ing the difadvantage of being done from 
dried fpecimens, want thofe natural atti- 
tudes which grace nxore modern perfonn-. 
ances. In this volume'. Sir Hans takes va- 
rious occafions to defend himfelf from the 
ilridhires of Plukenet ; and, in his turn, 
cdticiies that author, though in a language 
much Icfs cenfurable than that of the Man^ 
ttffd. 

The voyage, of Dr. Slo ane was produc- 
tive of niuch fubfequent benefit to fcience, 

3 ^y 
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by exciting an emulation, both in Britain 
and on the continent. Sir Arthur Raw- 
don, upon viewing his fplenidid colledion, 
fent James Haklcw^ a fkilful gardener, 
to Jamaica, who returned with a (hip al- 
moft laden with plants, in. a vegetating 
Aate; and with a great number of dried fpe- 
cimen$. Of the latter, Sloans had all 
fuch as were new, before he publiflied his 
jfirft volume. Many of the living plants 
fucceeded in the garden of ^iv Arthur , at 
Moyra, in Ireland ; and many were diftri- 
buted into the garden of the Bifliop of Lon^ 
don, ztFulbami Dr. Uve pale's, ztEn^ 
field % the Chelfea Garden; and efpecially 
into that of her Grace the Duchefs of Be au^ 
FORT, at Badminton, m Ghuceftefjhite: 
the botanic gardens of Amfterdam, Leyden, 
heipfic, and Upfal, fhared thefe rarities^ 

TOURNEFORT itnt Dr. GUNDELSCHEI- 

>iER, his affociate in his oriental journey^ 
into England, to view Sloan e's plants ; 
and this gave occasion to Plumier's ex^ 
pedition into the Caribbee Iflands. 

Dr. Sloane entered very early into cor- 
xe^ondenc* with Mr. Ray. His iirft let-^ 

Vol. IL G tejr 



$2 CHAPTER .33. 

ter bears date in 1684 ; and Der ham's col- 
ledtion contains thirteen. Moft of them have 
.reference to botanical fubjedis, while they 
. evidence the mutual frkhd/hip of the wri-* 
ters ; a cirumftance indeed very pathetically 
c^cpreffcd by Mr. Ray, ih the kft letter he 
evbr wrote; which was but a few days be- 
fore his death, being dated Jan. 7, 1704. 

In 17089 he was eledted a foreign mem- 
ber of the Roya/ Academy of Sciences at Pa^ 
ris ^ a didindtion of the higheft eftimatiota 
in fcience ; and the greater at that time, as 
the French nation was at vsrar with Eng^ 
landy and the queen's coiiicnt was neceflary 
to the acceptance of it. He was frequently 
confultcd by Queen -/fo;*, who, in her laft 
illnefs, was blooded by him. On the ac- 
ceflion of George I. he was created a baro« 
net; being the firft Englijh phyfician on 
whom an hereditary title of honour had 
been conferred. He was appointed Phyfi- 
cian General to the Army, which office h« 
enjoyed till 1727, when he was ttiade Phy- 
fician to King George II. He gained difc 
confidence of Queen Caroline^ and pre- 
scribed for the royal fiimily till his death.' 

la 
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la 1719, Sir Hans was clfa9iBd Prefidcril 
of Ihq Cdlcge of Phyficiani, which ftaticMi 
he held fixteen yeais^ and during that tim^ 
he gave fighal proofs, of bis zeal £ir the m^^ 
terefts of that body. 

On purohafing the manor of Cbelfea^ he 
give the fee fimple of the "Botanical Garden, 
to the Company of Apothecaries, on condi- 
tions, which will more properly be ipeci* 
fied in a fubiequent part of this vrark. 

On the death of Sir Ifaac Nbwton, in 
1727, Sir-Efo/zxSLOANE was advanced to the 
prcfidency of the Royal Society of London^ 
the ihtereft of which no man had ever more 
uniformly promoted. He made the Society 
a prefent of 100 guineas, and a buft of the 
founder. King Cbarlts II. Thus, in. the 
xcnith of profpcrity, he prcfided, at the fame 
dme, over the two moft iiluftrious &ientific 
bodies in the kingdom : and, while he dif^ 
charged the refpttSkive duties of each ftation. 
With credit and honour, he alio enjoyed the 
.m^ft extenfive and dignified empbyment u 
a phyfidan. He occupied thefe important 
ftations from the year 17151 to 173.3, when 
he refigncd tfcie prefidency of the College 
of Phyficians ^ and, in 1740, at the/ge of 
G 2 fpurfcore^ 
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fburfcorc^ that of the Royal Society ; having 
formcd/the tefplution of withdrawing from 
^hebufUe of life into retirement at Chelfea. 
In i74i» h&: removed his Library^ and 
Mufeum ; and, on the 12th of May, fixed 
at his new manfion, where, occafionally vi- 
fited by his friends, and by all men of dif- 
tindkion from abroad, he paffed in ferenity, 
and in the conftant exercife of benevolence; 
the laft twelve years of his life, which ter* 
minated Jan. 1 1, 1752, G» S, 

Sir Hans Sloans was tall, and weH 
made in his peribn ; eafy, polite, and en- 
gaging in his manners; fprightly in his 
converfation ; and obliging to all. To fo- 
reigners he was extremely courteous, and 
ready to fhew and explain his curiofities to 
all who gave him timely notice of their 
vifit« He kept an open table once a week 
for his learned friends, particularly thofe of 
the Royal Society. In the aggregation of 
his vail collection of books, he is faid to 
have fent his duplicates, either to the Royal 
College of Phyficians^ or to the Bodleian 
Library, i 
• He was governor of almoft ^v^ hofpi- 



tal in London ; and to each^ afker hsiving 
given an hundred, pounds in his life-time, 
he left a more cqnfiderable legacy at his 
death* He was ever a benefadlor to the 
poor, who felt the confequences of his death 
feyerely. He was zealous in promoting 
the eftabliihment of the colony of Georgia, 
in 1732 ; and formed^ himfelf, the pl^n for' 
bringing up the children in the Foundling 
Hofpital, in 1739. 

In the exercife of his function as a phy- 
fician, he is laid to have been remarkable 
for the certainty of his prognoftics ; and the 
hand of the anatomifl verified, in a fignal 
ipanner, the truth of his predidions, rdat-. 
ing to the feat of.difeafes. By his pradlice, 
he not only confirmed the efficacy of the 
Peruvian Bark in intermittents, but extend- 
ed its ufe in fevers of other denominations, 
in nervous diforders, and in gangrenes and 
hemorrhages. The fandtion he gave to in- 
oculation, by performing that operation on^ 
fome of the royal family, encouraged, and 
much accelerated its progrefe throfughput 
the kingdom^ His ointment for the Leu^ 

G 3^ coma 
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coma has not yet loft its credit with manjr 
Imputable catties in phyfic. 

Poflcfled o^ affluence, entirely the tewani 
cf his own merit. Sir Hans Sloane en-* 
joyed, through a long life, every fatisfa<ftion 
that fiDiehce could beftow ; and, in the Bri^ 
tijb Mufeum^ has not ooly ercdcd the no-i 
bleft monument to his own fame, but z, 
temple alio to the culture of lean^ing antl 
of fcience, which will tranfmit his dona-, 
tion to future ages, as a fignal inftance of 
the munificeftcc of a private individual. 

That the lift of Sir Hans Sloan e's wri- 
tings maj^ be complete, I ftiall, in confor- 
mity with my general plan in other in-i 
ftances, recite thofc papers which were 
printed in the Pbihfophical T^ranfaStkns. 
Many of thtfe convey fuch intercfling lite- 
tary information, and abound with fuch 
fftAs and obfcrvations, as will long givfe 
them a yalae, with all who, remember the 
etninent abilitbs and feryices of the author, 
?ihd have a relifli for the like refearches. 

The firft of Dr. Slo ane*^, papers in the 
Fbilvfophkal TrttjifaBms^ i\ a Defcriptjoa 



erf the Jamflka Pepper Tree (Myrtus fi-ri 
tftentah)fi^)i with an account of caring thp 
Berries ; and of the Oil diflill^d from them» 
commonly ibid fi>r Carf^alfamum. N"" 192. 
Vol, xvii, p. 462; accpmpanwd witiji ■%- 
figure, 

A Defcription of the Wild Ciiuiamoii 
Tree, falfely c^Wcd Cartep^Winten^ws (JFin^ 
terania Cufiellq Lin.) vqiy early cekbrated^ 
hy the firfl writers on the Weft Indies, as % 
medfcine for the Scurvy, N' 1 92. Vol. xvii, 
p. 465. 

A Defcriptipn of the. Silver Pine fProfe* 
Argenteahin,) i and pf another Coniferous 
Tree i hQth from the Cap( (f Good Hope^ 
N* 198, Vol, xvii. p. 664* 

Proofs of the Poi^fonous Effedts of Dog's 
Mercury (Mercurialh Cynocrambe^ Lin^) 
N' ?ps. Vol* xyii. p. 8761. 

An Account of the true Cortex Wintera^' 
nus (Drimys fFinteri I^in. Sup. p.: 269.) 
from the Straigbts of Magellan^ ,Dr, 
Sloan £ obferves, that the fen£ib%e <}uali« 
ties of this bark are fo fimilar to thofe of 
the Canei/a, that he judges they may fafely 
G 4 be 
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be conlidercd as fuccedanea to each 6thei^ 
N* 204. Vol. xvH. p. 9^22 ; with a figure 
rf a fmall branch. 

An Account of the Coflfec Shrub, fron* 
the firfl Ipecimcn brought over from Ara^ 
bia F/xlix by Mr. Cli ve ; with a figure, and 
an account of the culture of the (hrab. 
N'* 2o8, Vol. xviii. p. 65. 

An Account of the Bird called the Con^ 
dor of Peru, from the relation of Captain 
Strong, who had met with one on the coaft 
of Chili, which meafured 1 6 feet from tip 
to tip of the wings. This is one of the 
earlieft accounts of this bird, after that of 
De Laet ; concerning the ftrength and rapa- 
city of which, voyagers have related incre- 
tfble ftorics. Linn^us names it Vuliur 
Gryphus. N" 208. Vol. xviii. p. 6r. 

. An Account of an Earthquake which 
happened during Dr. Sloan e's ilay on the 
Illand of 3^^»;»tf/r^, Feb. 1 9, f687.8. With 
a Note concerning the great Earthquake of 
June 7, 1692, which deftjoycd Port Royal. 
JJ* 209. Vol. xviii.* p* %o, 8t. 

Remarks on a vulgar Opinion that tlie 

fwallpwin^ 
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fwallowing of Stones affifls Dig^on ; oc« 
cafioned by the cafe of a man who had 
fwallowed 200 pebbles. N' 253. Vol* 
xur. p. 192. 

Obiervatlons on four Kinds of American 
Fruits, thrown on the Ihorcs of the North- 
weft parts of Scotland^ Three of thefc wrt-e 
j^nown by the author to be natives of Ja^ 
maka. — !• The Cocoons^ or the Pods of 
the Phafeolus Maximus^ &c. Hijl. Jam. i. 
p. 178. (Mimofa Scandens Lin.) — 2. The 
Horfe Eye Bean ; Phafeolus Brafilienfis^ &c, 
Htft. Jam. u p. 178. (Dotichos Pruriens 
Lin.)— 3. The Afh-coloured Nickar Tree j 
Lobus Ec&inatus, &c. Ht^. Jam. ii. p. 40. 
fGuilandina Bouduc Lin.)—4. The FruBus 
Orbicularis fulcis nervifque diJlinElus^ C. B. 
fin. 405. b.vf. N''222. Vol. xix.p. 298* 
Thcfe, and fcveral other kinds, which are 
alfo found plentifully on the coaft of Nor^ 
'way^ are thought by Sloan E to have been 
brought by currents, through the Gulph of 
Florida^ into the North American ocean. 
The appearance of thefe fruits on the Nor- 
thern fhores of Europe^ had been aliedged 

by 
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. An Aecoiitit of .the Foflil Toqgne cf a 
Pa/imaca^ Marina (Rata Pajiinaca Lin.^) 4ug, 
lip m Muryhmdi with a CoinpOTiiba of it 
with the recent Tongues of the Tb^mhaci % 
Shiftfated wi A atony figures. N*" 2.32^ 
Vol. »x. p. 674^ 

Renaarks on Damping Mecficiq^e for the. 
Bite of a Mad Dpg» fpecifying, that it virgsi 
not 2i. Jew's Ear Fungus^ h\xt the Lichen 
Cinereta^ "ten^ftriy of Ray • N*" 237. VoK 
XX. p^ 52* 

Notes fyci a Paper, wrlttetj to recomm?s4 
iSoR Ipecaenanba^ as an infallible Remedy ia 
Dyfcnteries* Dr. Sloane reGoinmei^ds it» 
tot i^eaks in a more qwderate ftil« CQij- 
ccfimig its efficacy. He {hews that it wa* 
fir ft mentioned by an anonymous Portu-. 
guefe^ under the name ^(Ipecaya, or Pigay^., 
See Purchase PUgr. vol. iv. N' 1^38, 
VoL XX* p. 78. 

. An Ai!count of the Contents of a China 
Cabinet, containing Inftrumeiits and Natu- 
fal Curiofities ; prefcnted to the Royal So^ 

ciety 



Ciely by Mr. Buckley, Sttrgeon at F&ri 
St. George. N"* ^46 — ?50, VoLxx. andl 

All Account of the ^arUrian Lamb« 
^^»«/ Scythkus^ or Bifr(^metz, heretofoie 
^pofed on the credulous 9.S a kiadof Zoo^ 
phyte,, or vegetating Animal. On OKami* 
nation, it proves to he the lower part of the 
japes, or root, protruding above ground, of 
a large fpecies of Fern, judged by fome to 
be the Polypodium Aureum, fafhioned into 
the rude fhape of the animal. It is na|u<- 
rally cloathed with a lanugo, or down, c£ 
a 3^11owifh chefnut colour, called PocO'* 
fempie in China and the Eaft, celebrated as 
an aftringent, both internally and externally 
ufed ; with a figure of the pretended am«> 
^nal. N* 247. Vol. xx. p. 461* 

An Account of the Nuk Pepita, or St^^ 
Ignatius* Bean (Ignatia Amara Lin. Sup. 
149) ; a fimple in common ufe in the PbU 
fippine Iflands, as atonic medicine. N"" 249. 
Vol. xxi. p. 44. 

An Account of fome Seeds, ufed on the 
ifOjift qf Malabar and Coromandel, for clarify-* 

3 iPg 
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iDg Water. N"* 249 . Vol. xxi. p.. 44. Tbcre 
can be little doubt that this e0e<3: ariJCes 
from the mucilaginous quality. ; 

A Defcription, with the Figure^ of a 
Mtfieltoe^ or EpUenJrum,Xdlkd Wild Pine^ 
ia Jamaica, fTtlhndfia Utriculatahm.) the 
leaves of which form a refcrvoir for watcr^ 
of great uiib in dry ieafons. With Obferva- 
tions on the Oeconomy of ieveral other Ve- 
gcatables in the Propagation of the Species^ 
W25J. Vol. xxi. p. 11 3* 

Hints for the Improvement of Garden- 
ings to be drawn froti\ doe attention to the 
nature of the foil and climate, Sec. of tl^e; 
pknts. N^'a^i. Vol. xxi. p. 119. 

The Method ufed by tht Cime/e to make 
Gold Thread, by gilding paper on one fide 
with leaf gold, cutting it into long pieces, 
and weaving it into their filks, which makes 
them, with little or no coft, kpk very rich 
and fine. N** 251. Vol. xxi. p-.yi. 

A Limeftone Marble, difcovjcred in fTa/es 
byDnLnwYD, determined byDr.SLOANE 
to be the A/iroites of Wormius. N* 252. 
Vol. xxi. p, 188. (Since called Corallia 

AJlKOtta}. 
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jAjlroita.) It is native in the fcas of jfir- 
maica. 

The Cafe of a Dropfy of the Ovarium^ 
N"" 252. Vol. XXI. p. 150. 
- The Mifchief of fwallo wing Plumb Stones 
exemplified, in the cafe of a man, in whofe 
bowels wae found a plumb (lone inclofed 
in the center of a calculus agapr^pila^^ which 
meafured fix inches in circuaiference, and 
weighed one ounce and an half. N* 282. 
Vol. xxiii. p. 1283. * 

An Account of the Mofles, or Tuif Bcigs,* 
in the North 6£ Ireland^ N^330. Vol.- 
xxvii. p. 296. 

Renparks on Mr. S, Gray's Account oi" 
the Foflils of Reculver Cliff*, tending to 
prove that the wood found there is that of 
the Oak. N** 368. Vol. xxii-. p. 762. ' 

An Account of a Pair of very extraordinary 
krge Horns, found in a cellar at Wappmg i 
with figures. Dr. Hook fufpe6ted they w^rd 
the horns of an animal, defcribed by Nieu-' 
HOFF, under the name of Sukotyro, as it is 
called by the Chinefe. Sic Harts conjedures^- 
they might belong Xo the Taurus carnhorup 
ofjdgatharchides $ of ytrhich he traces - the^ 
. ^ hiftory 
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hiilorjr through the writings of thic antknt^i 
but thinks it very uncertain whether this 
js the fame animal with this Sukotyro. N* 
397. Vol. xxxiv. p. ztz. 

An Account of fuch Speciinerts of Ele* 
phants Teeth> and Bones^ a$ are reported 
in theMufeuraof SirH^z;^ Sloane; with 
figures. N* 403. Vol. aoocv. p. 457. This 
was introdudlory to 

Renaarks on divefs Accounts of Teeth, 
and Bones, found under ground. lb. N* 
404. p. 497. In which the carious reader 
meets with much information. 

An Account of the Symptoms ariiing 
from eating the Seeds of Henbane ; with 
Remarks. N* 429. Vol. xxxviii. p. 99. 

Conjectures on the fafcinating Power at- 
tributed to the Rattk-fnake. N' 433. Vol. 
atexviii. p. 321* 

Anfwer to the Marquis g/^GAUMONT^s 
letter, relating to an extraordinary Calculus 
of the Bladder. N^45o. Vol. xl. p. 374. 
The ftone is figured in the Ura^aBkns^ In 
ihape, it reiembled, in fome xneafure, a glo* 
bular pyrites befet with long, blunt; and 
latfiiged points^ N*450^ V<>1* ^^ p- 374* 

Anfwct 



AflfWef to Mr. Powel^ concfcrmng dtc 
Cafe of a Gestlewoinaa^ who voided witk 
■her Urine^ halry^ cnifkceous Subftancet^ 
informing him of fimilar Cafes^ aod hintiag 
a Method of Cure. N* 460, VoL xlL p- 

The IMbription, with a Pigiixse, of a 
curious Sea Hant • Frutex M^^n^ihus flabelB^ 
formis cortice verrucofo obduSlus^ Doodii* 
Raii Syn- ed- 3- p^ 32* (Gorgonia Verru-^ 
coja Lin-) N*'478. Vol. xliv. p. 51. Small 
^cimens have been found on the (hores of 
Cornwall; but it has elfewherc grown to 
the height of four feet. 

Accounts of the pretended Serpent Stone, 
called Pietra de Cobra de CabeJosi and o( the 
Pietra de Mombazzo^ or the Rhinoceros Bc- 
zoar : with the figure of a Rhinoceros with 
a double Horn. N* 492. VoL xlvi. p. 118. 

An Account of Inoculation, by Sir Hans 
Sloane, Bart, given to Mr. Ranby to be 
publilhed anno 1736. VoL xlix. p. 516. 
Curious as a record of the introdu<^ion of 
Inoculation into England-, and valuable^ as 
a proof, not only of the candour, and open-- 
lOefs of the author, but, as exhibiting a &n\* 

plicity 
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plicity in the management^ which it would 
have been happy for fociety^ had it been 
univerfally adopted by fucceeding pradi- 
tioners *• 

* The name of Sloans was given by Plumier to an 
arboreicent plant ofihePelyafuirotis clafi, firft defirribed by 
Marcghaave* It is fo nearly allied to the Qiefiiut 
ttee> that Miller, in his Di^onary, refers it to diat ge- 
nus. LiNNJEUS, however, on the credit of Loefling, 
preferves Plumier's appellation, Sloanea\ and has added 
another fpecies from Catesby's CaroUna Plants^ 
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CHAP, 34, 

Royal Society— //J influence in promoting mturat 

biftory. 
Chelfea Garden — Herborizations - — Endowed by^ 

Sir Hans Sloane — Highly advantageous to bo^ 

tany-^Bemonftrators — Rand — Miller. 
Celebrated gardens after the Revolution — Hampr 

ton Court — feadminton — Duke of Argyle's 

— Uvedale's. 
Bijhop Compton — brief account of — a 'patron of 

botany — Himfelf a real botanift — His fine gar^ 

den at Fulham — Ufeful to Ray, Plukenet, and 

Petiver. 
Doody — Not an author — Cryptogamia clafs 

greatly enlarged by him. 

ROYAL SOCIETY. 

AMONG thofe public inftitutions, 
which in a lingular .manner invigo- 
rated, in this period, the fpirit of natural 
hiftory in 'Englanay the Royal Society 
oi London claims the moft diftinguiflied no- 
tice. In its defign, as in its progrefs, it • 
was the foftering patent, and guardian, of 
Vol. IL H natural 
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natural knowledge. The colledion of a 
mufeum of natural curiofities, was one of 
the objefts in view; and fuch was the re- 
fpedlability of the fociety, both as a body, 
and in its individuals, that, through its 
means, the whole nation may be faid to 
have amply contributed to its emolument. 
All new objcfts of curiofity; all new books, 
at home and abroad ; new difcoveries 
throughout all nature, inceflantly offered 
themfelves ; and thus, not only tended to re- 
move the prejudices that too ftrongly pre- 
vailed againfl the fludies of nature in that 
ag^, but, in the event, excited a paflioa in 
the public, which was fo fuccefsfully exert- 
ed in improving, not natural hiiiory alone, 
but real and ufeful fcience at large, that it 
will not be confidered as an exaggerated 
encomium to aflert, that more effedtual 
advancement wa;s made by the influence 
of this illiiftrious body in one century, 
than had before taken place from the ear- 
lieft ages. Botany fhared thcfe benefits > 
and the early volumes of the ^ranfaBioru 
abound in records of newly-difcovered ve- 
getables, and of newly.-difcovered prq)er- 

3 ti^^ 
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lies in that part of the creation, Expe,- 
|-ipents of various intention yft^^ inftitu«* 
lied by this learned body. Under their au-r 
ipices^ the anatomy, and philofophy of 
plants, were illuftrated by Grew, and im* 
proved by Hale?. Sjuch memoirs in the 
FhUofopbkd TranfaSiions a$ more diredtly 
relate to my obje<9:, or were written by thofc 
i¥hom I commemorate, have been already, 
jor will be, briefly noticed Vt the courfe of 
ihefe pages. 

CJIELSEA GARDEN. 

I proceed fmther to obferve, that, among 
ihe ailiflaaces which the fcieoice has re^ 
reived from public bodies of men, muft be 
mentioned alfo thsJi which fy^uug from the 
Phyfic Garden, founded by the Company 
fii Apothecaries at Cbelfea 5 an i^^itution 
which refledted t^e higheft honour on that 
jefpeiSable fociety^ This jook place in the 
year 1 673^ although theinfcriptioA over the 
entrance imports, that the Garden was not 
(efe<aually conftriiMaed till fhe year 1 686. 

From dae tUne of Johnson, the editor 
^f Gerard, a cuftqm had prevailed zvx^ng 
the Londfin Apothecaiiies to fprm a focie^y 
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each fummer, and make excurfions to in- 
veftigatc plants. The Itinera^ publifhed 
by Johnson, may- be confidered as the fruit 
of fuch expeditions in his day; But they 
had been difcontinued, as I apprehend, for 
many years. After the foundation of the 
Garden, this laudable practice was revived, 
and the affociations fixed to ftated periods^ 
and put under regulations; the herborizings 
being now diftinguifhed into private and 
general. The firft, intended to excite a 
tafte for botany among the apprentices of 
the Company, begin on the fecond Tuefday 
of April, and are held monthly, on the 
fame day, till September ihclufively, in fome 
of the villages in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of London. At the end of the feafon, 
the premium of a copy of Ray's Synopjisy 
(fince changed for Mr. Hudson's Flom 
Anglica) iS prefented to the young mah 
who has been the moft fuccefsful in difcd- 
vering and inveftigating the greateft num- 
ber of plants ♦ The general herborization 
is annual only, in Jiily ; when the Demon- 
ftrator, and others of the Court of Aflift- 
ants, belonging to the Company, make an 
excurfion to a confiderabk diftance from 
^ - the 
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the city, collet the fcarce plants, and dine 
together near Lor^don j on which occafion 
they are frequently accompanied by other 
gentlemen, who are fond of the fame pur- 
fuits. 

This inftitution ^at Chelfea was rendered 
more.ftable, and received permanency, from 
the liberality of Sir Hans Sloan e ; who, 
foon after his purchafe of the manor, in 
1 72 1 , gave the freehold of the ground, near 
four acres, to the Company, on condition 
that the demonftrator (hould, in the name 
of the Company, deliver annually to the 
Royal Society fifty new plants, till the num- 
ber mould amount to 2000, all fpecifically 
different from each other ; the lift of which 
was publifhed yearly, in the Philofophical 
Tranjaiiions. The firft was printed in the 
year 1722, and the catalogues have been 
continued till the year 1773, at which time 
the number 2550 was completed, Thefe 
fpecimens are duly preferved in the archives 
of the Society, for the infpedlion of the cu- 
rious* 

Under excellent fuperlntendants, Chelfea 

Garden hasflouriihed; having been excelled, 

perhaps, by no public inftitution of the 
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kind in Europe, for the number of Guridtf* 
exotics it contains. Of this, the Diftionary^ 
and Figures of the late Mr. Miller, af- 
ford fufEcient proofs. The advantages, in- 
deed of this inftitution are obvious ; and 
even Sir Hans Sloane himfelf acknow- 
ledged his obligations to it in the early part 
cf his life. 

In juftice to the memory of thofc: who 
have eminently filled the place of lec- 
turers, and demonftrators, in the Chelfed 
Garden, I recite their names, frorn the time 
of Sir Hans Sloan e's donation ; not being 
able to afcend above that period. 

Ifaac Rand,, apothecary, 1 

F.R.S. \ '7»^'739 

^ofeph Miller, apothecary, 1740 — 1746 

John Wilmer, M.D. 1747 — 1764 

William Hudson, F.R.S* 1765 — 1769 

Stanejby Alchorne> 1770—^1772 

William Curtis^ 1773 — 

Mr. Rand pubMied, in 1730, in 8V 
Index Flantarum Officinalium Horti Cbelfej^ 
mi. The lift contains 518 pknts of the 
Materia Medica; and fpecifies the part of 
caqh ujfed ia phyiic^ The fame author 

publiflicd 
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publrfhed Horti Chelfejani Index Compendia^ 
rius^ 1739* 8**. 

Jofeph Miller publiflicd, •* Botanicum 
•* Officinale ; or, A Compendious Herbal : 
^' giving an Account of all fuch Plants as 
•* are now ufed in the Prad:ice of Phyfic ; 
*^ with their Defcriptions and Virtues." 8\ 
1722. pp* 466. The plants are alphabeti- 
cally arranged according * to the officinal 
names. The Summary of the Virtues is, in 
moft inftances, a tranflation from the PJbar^ 
macologia of Dale. 

Except in the Orthotonia, fubjoined to 
Shipton^ edition of Fharmdcopceia Bateana^ 
the Botanicum Officinale of Miljler Is the 
only book on the fubjedl, not of very mo- 
dern date, in which the ftudent is aflifted 
in the accentuation of the Latin names of 
plants; but, from the confined nature of the 
plan in thefe works, the benefit is not ex- 
tenfive. 

Among the favourable circumftances 
which contributed to diftinguifh, or, I might 

* Houfton gave the name of Rand to a Weft Iiidiii 
Ihrub of the Pentandrous clafs, figured by Shane : and it 
is retained by Ljnn^us. 

H 4 fay. 
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fay, helped to form, the Golden Age of Bo- 
tany^ before alluded to, was that growing 
tafte for the cultivation of exotics, which 
Iprung up among the great and opulent, 
after the happy return of internal peace by 
the Reftoration. Archibald Duke of Ak^ 
GYLE is faid to have been one of the firft, 
who wa^ confpicuous for the introdudtion 
of Foreign Trees, and Shrubs. Mr. Eve- 
lyn, both by his writings, and example, 
encouraged the fame tafte. He cultivated 
a garden and plantations at Sayes-^Court^ 
near Deptford-, and his Sylva remains a mo- 
nument of his learning, and patriotic in- 
tentions, which cannot foon be fuperfeded. 
After the Revolution, the Royal Gardens 
at Hampton-Court were rich in fine plants, 
and that at St. James's of no inconfiderable 
note, if we mayguefs by the many new plants 
Plukenet received from it. The Du- 
chefs ^'Beaufort had a garden richly 
ilored at Badmintony in GhucejlerJJnre. - Dr. 
JHi?«ry GoMPTON, ^')S\\o^ oi London ^ ano- 
ther at Fulham ; and many private gentle- 
men vied with each other, in thefe elegant 
and ufeful amufements. The gardens of 

Dr. 
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Dr.UvEDALE,, oiEnJield'y of Mr.Du Bois, 
an Eaji India merchant ; of Mr. Courten, 
and others, were of the firft notice; and 
afforded much affiftance to the labours of 
Ray, Plukenet, and Petiver. The 
growing commerce of the nation, the rnore 
frequent intercourfe with Hollandy where 
immenfe colle<3:ions from the Dutch colo- 
nies had been made, rendered thefe gratifi- 
cations more eafily attainable than before ; 
and, from all thefe happy coincidences, fci- 
cnce in general reaped great benefit, 

BISHOP c o M p T o N- 

• 

Among thofe I have juft eniimferated. 
Dr. Henry Com p ton, Bifhop of London^ 
claims peculiar notice; fince we learn from 
Mr. Ray, and Plukenet, that he joined 
to his tafte for gardening, a real and fcien^ 
tific knowledge of plants; an attainment not, 
ufual among the great, in thofe days. 

This eminent prelate, fo diflinguiihed 
for his zeal in the caufe of Proteftantifm, 
aiid for the aftive part he took in promot- 
ing the Revolution, was born in the year 
J 632* He was entered a nobleman of 

Queen's 
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Queen's College, Oxford^ in 1649, where 
he continued about three years ; and after- 
wards travelled abroad. After the Reftora- 
i^on, he entered into the army ; but very 
ibofl quitted it for the church. In the year 
1 666^ he became Rector of Cottenbam, in 
Cambridgejhire ; and, after pofleffing various 
emoluments in the church, was made Bi- 
fliop of Oxford, in the year 1674 ; and the 
year after^ tranllated to the See of London, 
which he held to the time of his death, in 
the year 171 3, at the age of 8i* 

In his retirement at Fulham, Bifliop 
Com p TON amply gratified himfelf in his 
favourite •amufement. The circumftances 
of the times, above mentioned, aided by his 
own 2eal, and a refidence of thirty-eight 
years on the fame See, enabled him, finally, 
' to colle<3: a greater variety of Green-houfc 
rarities, and to plant a greater variety of 
hardy Exotic Trees, and Shrubs, than had 
been feen in any garden before in England. 

This repofitory was ever open to the in- 
fye&ioTi of the curious and fcientific ; and 
we find Ray, Petiver, and Plukenet, 
in numerous inftanccs, acknowledging the 

aififtancca 



^ffiftances th^ received from the free com- 
munication of rare and new plants out of 
the garden at Fulham. Many of Pluke- 
net's figures were engraved from fpeci- 
mens out of the Bifhop's garden ; and fome 
from a book of drawings in his poflefEon^ 
quoted under the name of Codex Comptoni'^ 
enfis. 

In the fecond volume of Rav*s Hiftory 
of Plants,. p4 1798 J we find a Catalogue o£ 
fome new fpccies of l7rees and Plantsr, ob- 
ferved by the duthor in this garden. Thefe 
were principally of North American growth. 
The reader who is defirous of feeing a more 
ample account of the garden at Fulhaniy is 
referred to a relation of the ftate in which 
it was found in the year 1751, written by 
the late Sir William Watson, and printed 
in the 47th volume of the Philofophicai 
TranfaSiions. 

If to any nian in his day, not profeflTedly 
an author on the iubjedt, extraordinary 
praife is due, for discoveries in the indige- 
nous botany, it muil: belong to Mr. Samuel 

DOODY, 
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DooDY, the contemporary and friend of 
Ray, Plukenet, andStoANE, who all 
bear teftimony to his merit. I regret the 
want of more information relating to this 
affiduous man; of whom I can only fay> 
that he was born in StaffordJInre^ was an 
apothecary. in London y and a fellow of the 
Royal Society. He was chofen fuperinten- 
dant, and demonftrator- of the Garden at 
Chelfea y an office he held for fome years be- 
fore hi^ death, which took place in 1706, 

As Mr, DooDY lived in London ^ and 
there is room to believe he was in very con- 
fiderable bufinefs, his excurfions could not 
ordinarily extend far from that city. In its 
neighbourhood, his diligence was beyond 
any other example. He ftruck out a new 
path in botany, by leading to the ftudy of 
that tribe, which comprehended the imper- 
fedl plants, now called the Qryptogamia 
clafs. In this branch he made the moft nu- 
merous difcoveries of. any man in that age, 
and in the knowledge of it ftoqd clearly un-- 
rivalled. The early editions of R Ay 's*Sy;^^^- 
Jis were much amplified by his labours j and 
he is reprefented by Mr. Ray, as a man 

of 



of uncommon fagacity in difcovering and 
difcriminating plants in generaL The 
learned fucceflbr of Tournefort^ M. Jus- 
siEU, fpeaks of him as inter Pharfnacopneos 
Londinenfes fui temporis Coryphceus. In 
truth, he was theDiLLENius of his time. 
There is a long lift of rare plants, many 
of them new, arid firft difcovered by Mr. 
DooDY, pulDlifhed in the fecond edition of 
Ray's Synopjisj accompanied with oblerva- 
tions oh other fpecies, I alfo find, ** The 
" Cafe of a Dropfy of the Breaft,'* written by 
him, and printed in thte Philofophical T^rurif* 
^a^ionsm 1697. N''224. Vol. xx. p»77* 
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Uhwyd — Memoirs of^-A celebrated antiquary ^^ 

and naturalifi — His Lythophylacium — Corre- 
Jfonience with Ray— H/ Archseologia — Ufi 

9f his papers in /i&^ Philofophical Tranfa£tions. 
Lawfon— dr^i^tf/ hotanift — IBs lift ^ North of 

England plants. 
J3r. ^amred Robinfon — the intimate friend of 

Ray— /ffj communications to the Royal SO'- 

dcty. 
Podfworth* 

'PDWARD Llhwyd was one of the 
^^ moft learned and celebrated antiquaries 
of the laft century^ and a fkilful naturalift,. 
According to Mr. TFood, he was the fon of 
Edward Llhwyd, or Lloyd, of Kidnvell, in 
Carmartbenjhire ; but, as Boyer relates, of 
Charles Llhwyd^ oiLanvordia, in Salop, Ef(j. 
He was born in 1670, and became a ftu.- 
ident of Jefus College in 1687, of which 
Pr.PLOT was a member, and under whom 
Mr^ Llhwyd was in a great meafurc edu* 



Llbwyid. lit 

catcd. On the rcfignation of Dr. pLOTt 
he fucceeded him as keeper of the AJbmo^ 
laan Mufeum^ about 1690. He travelled 
repeatedly all over Wales i went through the 
North of Scot/a/id ; into Ire/and^ in which 
kingdom he feems to have made fome coa-» 
fiderable abode. Hefpent fome time ia Carjn-^ 
wal/, and in Britany in France, in fearch of . 
antiquities, and materials to carry on the 
extenfive defigns he had formed. 

In all thefe journies he was conftantly 
attentive to the objeds of natural hiftory, 
fofiils, plants, and any remarkable phaeno-- 
mena of nature. Siich of his remarks as 
are publiihqd in the Pbilofophical Tran/ac^ 
tiom, are full of curious and new informa-- 
tion on thefe fubjedls. His knowledge of 
the plants of his own country, and parti- 
cularly thofe of Wales, juftly entitles him 
to remembrance in thefe pages, although fad 
was not profefledly an authpr on the fubjedk 
of them* 

Llhwvd firft brought to light feveral 
of the rare pUnts of Wales ; many of which, 
till of ]ate yjears, were confidered as natives 
of no pther part of Britain. He difcovesed 

fcveral 
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feveral very fcarce fpecies in Cornwall : all 
thcfe he communicated to Mr. Ray, who 
inferted them in the editions of his Synopjis^ 
with due acknowledgments. After having 
made very large collections for the antiquities 
of JValeSy and formed great defigns in litera* 
ture, he died before he could digeft them 
into order for publication, in July 1709. - 

Exclufive'of large communications, made 
to BiHiop Gibson's edition oi Camden, on 
the antiquities of TFales, he formed, from 
the fruit of his own inveftigations, the Liji 
of Plants fubjoined to the account of that 
Country. 

He publillied, ^' Lithophylacii Bri- 

TANNICI ICHNOGRAPHIA." 1699. ^*- 

cum tab. 25. This work, which is a me- 
thodical catalogue of the figured foffils of 
the AJl^mokan Mufeum, confiding of 1766 
articles, was .printed at the expence of Sir 
Ifaac Newton, Sir Hans Sloane, and a 
few others of his learned friends. As only 
120 copies were printed, a new edition of it 
was publifhed in 1760 by Mr. Huddesford-, 
to which were annexed feveral letters from 
Mr.Li.HWYD to his learned friends, on tho 
. X fubjedt 
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fttbjea of Foffils; his Prakaio di StetUs 
Marinis Oceani Britannici^ et AJleriarum^ 
Entrochorutriy et Encrinorum Ohgmi. 

in Mr. Ray's cdrrefpondfence, w6 meet 
With thirteen letters, written by Llhwyd^ 
all, except one, bearing datfc in 1690, and 
the four fubfequent yeaf s. THey run chiefly 
on the fubjedt of Foffils. In Odober 1 692; 
he informs Mr. Ray, that he was employed 
in drawing up a Catalogue of Mr. Ash- 
mole's Legacy of Books, Medals, aiid Pic- 
tures. In the lift of his printed works, 
we find Catalogus Librorum Manufcriptorufn 
in Mufeo Ajhthokano^ ih 10 fheets, folio, 
without date; In 1707^ he publifhed ^^ Ar* 
CH-ffiOLoGiA Britannica/' foL VoL L 
Glqffograpby. A Wbrk by which he will 
long be remembered among the lovers of 
antiquity. 

From private information, I hav6 learned 
that Mf. Llhwyd left a very confiderabld 
library^ a large collbdibri of mahufcripts 
tod fpecimehs; that in the year 1728, thefe 
wdre all in the cuftody of Dr. FoWlkes, 
of Lhanher^ who died foon after that tiiiie. 
They were undiipofed of teii years after- 
,VoL. IL I , wards; 
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wards ; but the printed books^ whick wei^ 
of great worth, had been valued by a^ gen- 
tleman and two bookfellers, .and the rcfufel 
of them offered to the Duke of Bedfvr^^ 
My intelligence reached no farther. 

I conclude this account with a catalogue 
of Mr. Llhwyd's papers, publiflied in tht 
Pbilofopbical TranfaSians. 

An Account of the Lapis Amiantbusi or 
Linum FqffileJJbeJiinumy found in die Nor* 
thern part oiAnglefey*^ with Mr.LxHWYD'$ 
Method of making it into Paper. W 1 66. 
Vol.xiv. p. 223. 

A Defcription, in Latiriy of feveral rcgu-n 
larly-figured Foffils ; with Figures. Thefe 
were the Siliqiuijira^ Bufonites, Glajfapetr^^ 
&c. N'^^oo. Vol. xvii. p. 746. 

On the Swarms of Locufts which ap^ 
peared in Wales in the year 1693 ^ and an 
Extraft from a Manufcript Hiftory ofPrn- 
broke/hire, relating to an immenfe number 
of Caterpillars, V^rhich confuriied the pro- 
duce of 200 acres of grafs in three weeks 
time, in the year i6ai* N'' 208. Volir 
xviii. p. 45* 

A Relation, of a &cry Exhalation, et 
,2 -. . Dai?ip, 
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D^mp,^t Sarkci, mMfrionetbftnre, b 1693 
and 1694^ which fet fire to feveral ftacks of 
hay, and proved fatal to many cattk. Mr* 
Llhwyd obferves, that the founding q£ 
drums and horns, &c. repelled it from houfes 
and ftacks of hay, and that at length, by 
this means, m&ny were preferved. N** 2i3» 
Vol. xviii. p. 223. 

Of an extraordinary Shower of Hail at 
Pontipool, in June 1 697. N** 229. Vol. 3fix. 

P-579- 

Some Obfervations ,onr Languages ; ia 

which Mr. Llhwyp aflents to Mr. Pez- 

ron's opinion, that the Greek, Romany and 

Celtic y have one common origin. W ^43. 

p. 280. '» 

Roman, French, and Irijh Infcrlptrons 2 

and Antiguities in Scotland and Ireland, 

with feven Figures* W 269. Vol. xxi2^ 

P- 790- — 

On the Difference between the Foffils of 

mfex, and tbofe of JFaks, and Ireland *, ia 

the former calcareous, and in the latter r/g^ 

talline. N"" 291. V9I. xxiv. p. i566. 

On fomeftrange Birds obferved mJVales. 

N-334vP'464- 

Iz ObfervatJiooc 



Il6 CHAPTER 3^^ 

Obfervations made on Natural Hiftorjr 
in Wales : on Marcafites : Quadrapeds : 
Fifli: and on Welch Manufcripts. N"* 334. 
Vol. xxvii. p. 462. 

On the Foflils and Iron Mines of Breck^ 
nockjlnre. p. 467. 

In Ireland. hStonthtngt, n^xDrogheda: 
Giants CaUfeWay : Bafaltes on the Top of 
Cader Jdrts: Antiquities, &c. N** 335. 
Vol. xxvii. p. 503. 

Antiquities and fcarce Plants in Ireland^ 
N" 336. ib. p. 524. 

Natural Curiofities inCornwalL N** 336. 
Vol. xxvii. p* 527. 

. Foffils and Antiquities in Wales: Welch 
Coins : Druids Beads : fcarce Plants. With 
Figures. N** 337. Vol. 28. p. 93. 

Obfervations in Natural Hiftory^ and on 
Antiquities in Scotland. N"* 337. Vol. 
xxyiii. p. 97. 

Defcription and Figure of a remarkable 
Sea Plant (Tubularia indivifa Lin.) N"" 3 37. 
Vol. xxviii. p. 71* 

L A wso N* 

Among thofc who diftinguiflicd them- 
^ felves 
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felv|S for their knowledge in botany, with^ 
out publilhing profcfledly on this fubjcdl, 
^bdtnas Lawson, by whofe difcoveries the 
Englijh Flora was enlarged, muft not be 
forgotten. 

Of Mr. Lawson I can only colle£k, 
that he lived at Great Strickland^ in JVeJi^ 
morelandy at the time he tranfmitted to Mr, 
Ray *'. a Catalogue of the Rare Plants of 
** the North oi England -j,'' which i3 printed 
in the*' Philofophical Letters/' p. 2 1 3. This 
lift clearly evinces, that the author muft 
have paid great attentibn to his fubjeft; and, 
in fa<S, Mr. Lawson firft introduced feve^ 
Tal Englijh plants intq notice. It is to hin^ 
that we owe the bofaijical part of RoBiNr 
son's ^* Eflay op the Natural Jljftory of 
^' Wejimoreland and Cumberland^ 

The very frequent piention of bis namQ 
IP the writings of Mr. Ray, and the copi-f 
pufnefs of the Catalogue of Rare Plants ydi{^ 
tinguifhed by hirp at fo early a period, ia 
the North of England^ fufficientjy confirm 
the charadler that eminent naturalift gives 
bim, ** of a diligent, induftrious, and fkilful 
^f ^otanift/' It appears that he travelled 
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intd variotis parts of Erigldndi finCe h^t€^ 
cites plants cdllcdcd by him on SdH/bury 
Plain ; and, if I millakc not, he made an 
eccurfion into thc^^ of Man. 

I conjcdure that he furvived Mr. Rav 
ieveral years : but he was not living at the 
publication of the third edition of the 5y- 
nopjs Stirpium, 2lthough he left papers, of 
which DiLLENius availed himfelf on that 
occafion. 

DR. ROBINSON. 

At this period muft alfo be introduced 
Dr. T A NCR ED Robinson, phyfician, 
in London, and fellow of the Royal CoI-» 
lege of Phyficians, and of the Royd So- 
ciety, between whom and Mr. RAy there 
fubfifted the moft genuine friendfhip and 
afFe<ftion. Amicorum Alpha is the diftinc- 
tion which Ray gives him. The printed 
corrrefpondence between them commences! 
during Dr. Robinson's travels abroad, iii 
1683, and is continued for upwards of ten 
years. Seventeen letters of Dr. Rot in* 
SON appear in the *' Philofophical Corre* 
•^ fpondence/' with all Mr. Ray's anfwcrs. 

They 
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They mn much on the fubjcd of zoology j 
but oontain alio botanical^ and philoibphi^ 
cal obfervatlons. 

Theft letters, and the publications of 
Dr. Robinson, in the Phihfopbical Tranf^ 
aSiions^ prove him to have ban a iriian wdl 
acquainted with various parts of learning ; 
to which he adde4 alfo an intimate know^ 
^edge of natural. hiftory, and in which he 
muft have been very early initiated 5 fince 
Ray, in the Prefaces to his Hijioria Plan^ 
iarum, in 1686, acknowledges, in-ftrong 
terms, his obligations to him, for his care 
and affiduity in correding and enriching his 
work J adding, that he had exerted himfclf 
with a zeal that could not have been ex- 
ceeded, h^d the work been entirely his 
own. 

Mr. Ray afterwards put into his hahdc 
the manufcript of the Synopjls, and renewed 
his acknowledgments- for the benejfit it re- 
ceived under his infpedtion * 
. Dr. Robinson was the author of the 
following communications, printed in tht 
FbUofophkal^rmfa^ioifs^ 
. ' .' 1 4 Aft 
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An Account of the four firft Volumes 
of the ^* Horttis Malabaricus ;" with Rcr 
marks. N^ 145. N' 198. N^ 200. N* 214, 

A Dcfcription, with a Figure, of the 
Bridge of St, Effrit^ in France, N' i6Qt 
Vol. xiv. p. 584,^ 

On the natural Sublimation of Sulphur 
from the Pyrites, and Limeftone, at Mtnd^ 
Vefuvius^ and Solfatqra. K"* 169, Vol. xv, 
p. 924, 

Obfervations on boiling Feuntitin^ and 
fubterraneous Steams, occafioned by viewr 
ing. that of Parone, near Montpelier : with 
an enumeration of many other; in various 
parts of the world. N"" 169. aijd 172. p. 
922. 1Q38. With Remark?^ 

On the Lake jivernus. \h. 172. 

On the Truffles found at Rujhton^ in 
lJorthamptovPoir£ \ with Figure^. N°204. 
Vol. xvii. p. 935. 

On the Scotch Barnacle, and French Ma- 
preufe. N"* 17a. Vol. 3fv. p. 1036. 

An Account 0^ Henry Jenkinsy who liYe4 
169 years. N** 221. Vol. xix. p. 267. 

On the Northern Aurora?, a$ obferved 

over 



wcr Vefv^ius^ and the Stromhoh Iflandsj 
with Conjedurcs on the Origin of thcm^ 
N" 349. Vol. xxix. p. 483. 

Obfervations, made in 1683 and 1684% 
^hont Rome znd Nafiles: on thtOpuntiai 
Cork Trees : Manna : Volcanos : Palm 
Trees; and other vegetable Produftions 
zhoxit Naples: Antiquities : Birds and Fifh^. 

l^"" 349* V^^- ^^- P- 473^ 

\ 

DOBSWORTH, 

The Rev. Matthew^ Dods worth, whofib 
refidcnce appears to h?ive been in Torkjhire, 
is mentioned both by Ray and Pluke-. 
NET, ajs weU acquainte4 with Englijh bo^ 
jtany. He was the firft difpovercr of z% 
Jeaft two of »^jhe Englijh plants, both qf 
^l^cji he fent ^o JPlukenet^ 
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Pale — Anecdotes pf^His Pharm»c<^<^gk ♦^^ 
•* Antiquities of Harwich^" wrilS^ ;^ Sih^ 
Taylor-^DaleV valuable additions to that wsrk 
'-^An early ajfifiant to JiBy-^His fafers in the 
Philofophical Tranfaftions. 

D A L %. 

CfAMUEL TfALT^ofBraintree, inE/ex, 
the friend anid neighSour of Mr. Ray, 
eminent for his knowledge of botany ; but 
better known as a waiter on the rtioft im- 
porta^nt part of the fcience, its application 
to die 'purpofes of phyfic. il am not fur^ 
nifhed with any anecdotes concerning this 
refpeftable writer, further than, that he 
pradlifed as an apothecary at Braintree^ 
until about the year 1730 ; about which 
time he became a Licentiate of the College 
of Phyficians, and was eledted a Fellow of 
the Royal Society. At this time, I appre- 
hend, he fettled at Backings and pradtifed 
»s a phyficiau lintil his deceafe^ June 6th 



3t739, in the eightieth year of his agc^ 
He was buried in the Diflenter's burying- 
ground at Booking. A print of him may 
be feen before the third edition of his Phar-^ 
macologia. 

He publifhed Ph armacologi a, f. Ma^ 
nuduSiio adMateriam Medicam. It was firft 
printed in 8% 1693, with the fandion of 
the College of Phyficians, and we find four 
editions of it printed abroad^ It was rp- 
publifhed at London in 1705 and 17 16, 8% 
and a third time in 4% in 1737, pp. 460 ; 
which edition, is much improved and en- 
larged. The arrangement of the work 
is that of Ray 5 and, to each chapter| 
throughout the vegetable kingdom, he 
has prefixed the charadlers of the genue,^ 
from the Methodus Emendata of that au- 
thor. He has moreover, with great labour, 
conftrufted z Syllabus ^ or fynoptical view 
6f all the articles under each feftion or 
clafs, on a more amplified plan, than that 
of Ray. 

The Materia Medica of Dale, in its 
firft edition, may be faid to have been one 
©f the earlieft rational books on the fub^ 
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je<3:. In an interval of more than forty 
years, between the iirft and laft editions, 
jnuch of that c:redulity which had obtained, 
f eipeding the powers of fimples, among the 
writers of the laft century, had abated. Sc- 
yeral excellent publications had taken place 
abroad, which, aided by improvements at 
home, enabled Dale to felefl: better materi- 
als, and give his laft edition the importance 
of a new work. Scarcely in any author is 
there a more copious coUeftion of fynonyms, 
a circumftance which, independent of much 
other intrific worth, will long continue the 
ufe of the book, with thofe who wifli to 
purfue the hiftory of any article through alj 
former writers on the fubjed. 

In •173c, Mr. Dale publifhed, ''The 
Antiquities of Harwich and Dover 
" Court," in 4% pp. 464. tab. 14* writ^ 
ten by Si/as Taylor, Gent, about the year 
?676, with large qotes, amounting to mucl^ 
the greater part of the book, flqwfoever 
refpedable our author may appear as an an^ 
tiquary in this volume, he is equally fo as a 
paturalift, in general. His Hiftory of the 
Figured Foflils of the Cliff is very exad, 

an4 



And copious; and the view he has given, lA 
a fhort compafs, of the various opinions 
relating to the origin bf thefe bodies, as 
held by the writers of the laft, arid the 
beginning of the prefent century, is vety 
fatisfadory. 

His Synopfis of the animals and vegetable^ 
of the neighbouring fea and cOaft, proved 
his intimate and critical knowledge of his 
fubjeds I and being embelliftied with feve- 
ral good copper-plates, renders his book a 
real acquifition to fcience. 

It is highly probable, that, from their 
vicinity to each other. Dale owed to Mr. 
Ray, his attachment to natural hiftory, 
and the great proficiency he fo early made 
in that ftudy. We find Mr. Ray acknow- 
ledging his affiftance in colleding, and ex- 
tricating the fynonyms of plants, corredl- 
ing errors, and fupplying omiffions, for his 
Hijloria Plantarum^ of which the imprima^ 
tur bears date 1685, when Dale could 
not b^ more than 26 years old. 

Da^^e was the author of feveral com- 
munications to the Royal Society, which 
8 were 
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were publiflicd in the PhUofophical Xranfr 

A Method of making Turnip Bread: 
pradtifed in Eflex in a fcarcity of corn 10 
^69.3. Printed in N"" 205. 

Some Obfervations on the Vermis Aureta 
of Bartholine (aphrodita aculeata Lin.) a 
marine animal^ called a Sea Moufe : common 
on the coaft of England; but not having 
been much obferved, until Dn Molyneux 
defcribed it, had at that time exqited curio- 
fity. N" 249. 

A Relation of two large Eels, taken 
on the coaft of EJfex. One of thcfe mea- 
fijred five feet eight inches ; the other {^vtn 
feet, in length. They wanted the charafter 
of the Conger y and were judged to be frefli 
water eels, carried by floods into the fea^ 
N"* 238, Vol. XX, p. 90. 

On feveral Infedts found near Colckejier^ 
NV249. . . 

The Cafe of a Woman, who laboured^ 
under an obftinate Jaundice, accompanied 
with that defed: of fight, which Patholo- 
gifts have called Amblyopia Crepufcularis .f 

ia 



ifk ^kh i?ii*eG ij^qnite fe[il:.«ftQr Hm-^i^ 
and gradiidily r^tupns as dsijT-ligkt oe«nes ofi 
'^gain. N*2ii. Vol. xviii. p. 15S, 

Queries^ relating to .the Entajia^ Dmta^ 
^ jB^^a hyzmtina^ Purpura^ i^ad J^;r,<- 
mM -of ihe Shops* W\^'j. They wenfc 
anfwered by Dr. Lister. ^ 

An Account, with figures, of three Sax- 
on Coins, dug up at Honedon in Suffolk. 
N^ 205. Vol. xvii. p. 874. 

An Account of Harwich Cliff, with a 
Lift of twenty-eight Species of Foflil Shells, 
found imbedded rn the Strata. N' 291. 
Vol. xxiv. p. 1568. This was much en- 
larged in the Notes to the Hiftory of Har-^ 
wich^ mentioned above. 

An Account of MSS. left by Mr. Ray. 
N* 307. Vol. XXV. p. 1282. 

A Letter from Samuel Dale, M. L. to 
Sir ifc/^j" Sloan E, Baronet, F.R.S. con-^ 
taining Defcriptions of the Moofe Deer^ and 
a fort of Stag in Virginia, with Remarks 
«n the Flying Squirrel of America. Vol. 
xxxix. p. 384*. 

* LiNNiEUs applied the name Dalea to a new Ame- 
rican plant of the Diadelphous clafs, communicated by 
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BlxtLBlt to die C^9rd Gardeny and figUtcd iii 0^ 
Work diat bears Ifaat flame. The plant afterwards led 
into the genus Pfiraka^ eftabliihed by yam RoyEn, noW 
comprehendiiig many fpecies, ivhere it preferves die 
trivial name tiDaka. Brown endeavoured afterwards^ 
to perpetuate Daleln his yamaicaVlsLnts ; but Brown's 
1pt€ies became die Enpaforium J)4tUa of the Limi4UPB 
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CHAP. 37. 

Bradley — a popular Writer on Gardening and 
Agriculture — Profejfor of Botany at Cambridge 
— Hiftoria Plantarum Succulentarum. 

Blair — Aneedote$ of— His Mijcellaneous Obferva" 
tions — Botanic EJfays: a Book of much Injlruc^ 
tioH'^Confirms the poilrine of the Sexes of 
Plants hy JS;^m«;^«/j— Pharmaco-botanologia 
-^Papers in tke Philofophical Tranfadtions. 

B R A D L E Y* 

jyiCHARD Bradley, a popular writ- 
er on Gardening and Agriculture, in the 
early part of this century, was one of tl#firft 
who treated thefe fubjedls in a philofophical 
manner; and, as he poflelTed confiderable 
botanical knowledge, is entitled to a place in 
thefe Anecdotes. He firft made himfelf 
known to the public by two papers, printed 
in the xxixth Volume of the Philofophical 
TranJaSlions. One ''on the Motion of the Sap 
*' in Vegetables * :" the other, '' on the quick 
*' Growth of Mouldinefs on Melons +.'' He 
became a Fellow of the Royal Society^ JsLXid 

* Vol. xxix. p, 486. t II). p. 490. 

Vql, II. K wa« 
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was chofen Profeflbr of Botany in the Uni- ^ 
verfity of Cambridge, in 1724. Bradley 
was the author of more than twenty fepa- 
rate publications; chiefly on Gardening and 
Agriculture, publifhed between the years 
1716 and 1730, 

His *• New Improvement of Planting 
'* ^nd Gardening, both Philofophical and 
*' Pradical," 8% 1717/ went through re- ' 
peated impreffionsj as did his Gentleman's 
** and Gardener's Kalendar," (which was 
the fourth part of the preceding book) both 
at home, and in tranflations abroad. His 
" Philofophical Account of the Works of 
^* Nature," 4''. 1721, was a popular, in- 
ftrudWe, and entertaining work, and con*- 
tinned in- repute feveral years. The fame 
may be faid of his *' General Treatife of 
" Husbandry and Gardening," 8% 2^ Vol. 
1726 ; and of his ** Pradiical Difcourfes 
" concerning the four Elements, as they 
'' relate to the Growth of Plants." 8% 

1727. His^^ DiBionarium Botanicum'' 8\ 

1728, was, I believe, the iirft attempt of 
the kind in Kngland. 

' Mn Bradley was not eminent for any 

difcoveries relating to the indigenous plants 

§ of 
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oF England ; but exotic botany was indebt- 
ed to him for an undertaking, which there , 
is reafon to regret he was not enabled to 
purfue and perfedl. I mean his book on 
Succulent Plants. As this tribe is incapa- 
ble of being advantageoufly preferved in a 
Hortus Siccus, there is no part of botany 
that calls more eflentially for a feparate 
publication. His work bears the following 
title, *^ HisTORiA Plantarum Succir- 
rENTARUM, compleSlens hafce infequentes; 
Planfasy Alomfcilkety Picoiden^ Cereos, Me^ 
Ibcardium, aliqfque ejus generis quce in Horto 
Jicco coli non poffunt^fecundum Frototypumputd 
naturam in tabellis ceneis infculptas, earum-- 
dem Defcriptiones hue accedunt et Cultura. 4*. 
171 6. t. 50. It was publilhed in* Decads, 
.at different times, between the years 17 16 
and 1727; of which only five were com- 
pleted. The whole was republiflied in 1734. 
The defcriptions are in Latin ahd Englifh, 
and the figures extremely well 'done in the 
flile of the time. It preferves its value, as 
being cited by Linn je us, and as containing 
fome plants not figured in any other pub- 

K 2 lication. 
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lication. A ipecies of SeJum is the only 
indigenous plant contained in it* 

Bradley gave a courfc of L/e(aure$ on 
the Materia Medica^ in London^ in the year 
1729, which hepubliihed in 8*, in thefuc- 
ceeding year. He died at the latter end of 
1732. 

Although Bradley's writings do not 
abound in new difcoveries, yet they are not 
deftitute of interefting knowledge, coUeded 
from contemporary gardeners, and from 
books. He was an advocate for the circu- 
lation of the fap, and made feveral new ob- 
fervations on the fexes of plants, in confc- 
quence of the produdtion of hybrid fpecies, 
by which he added ftrength to that doc- 
trine. He wrote inflrudtivdy on the gems 
of trees ; on bulbs ; on grafting ; and par- 
ticularly, on the methods of producing va- 
negated and double flowers. 

On the whole, Bradley's writing*, 
coinciding with the growing tafte for gar- 
dening, the inttodudion of exotics, and 
knprbvements in hulbandry, contributed to 
•xcite a more philofophical view of thefc 

arts» 
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arts, and difFufe a general and popular 
knowledgo of them throughout the king* 
dom. 

The induftry and talents of Bradley 
were not mean ; and though unadorned by- 
learning, were fufficlent to have fecured to 
him, that reputable degree of refpedl from 
pofterity, which it will ever juflly with- 
hold from him who fails to recommend 
fuch qualifications, by integrity and pro- 
priety of conduct. In thefe, unhappily, 
Mr. Bradley was deficient. We Mm, 
from the account given of him by Mr. 
Martyn, that he procured the profeffor- 
Ihip in a clandeftine and fraudulent man- 
ner, and afterwards neglected to perform the 
duties of it. The Univerfity, neverthelefs, 
iallowed^him to retain the nominal diftinftion 
of Profeflbr, and appointed Dr. Martyn 
to give the ledlures. Near the conclufion 
of his life, his conduct was fo unbecoming, 
that it was in agitation to deprive him of 
this nominal title. 
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Blair. 

Dr. Patrick Blair was a native of ScQt^ 
landy and pradtifed phyfic and furgcry at 
Dundee ; where he made himfelf firft known 
as an anatomift^ by the difTediion of an ele« 
phant, which died near that place, in 1706. 
He was a Nonjuror, and fo far attached 
to the exiled family, as to have been im- 
prifoned in the rebellion in 171 5f as a 
fufpedled pcrfon. He afterwards removed 
to London^ where he recommended himfelf 
to the Royal Society y by fome Difcourfes on 
the Sexes of Flowers, His ftay in London 
was not long ; he quitted it, and fettled at 
Bojiony in Lincoln/hire ; where, if I miilake 
not, he pradtifed phyfic during the remain- 
der of his life. I ^m not able to afcer-, 
tain the time of his deceafe; but I con- 
jedlure that it was foon after the publica*^ 
tion of the Seventh Decad of his Pharmacol 
botanologiay in 1728. 

Dr. Blair's firft publication was inti- 
tuled *^ Mifcellaneous Obfervations in Phy-t 
^* fie. Anatomy, Surgery, apd Bptanicks.'* 
8% 17 1 8. In the botanical part of this 

work. 
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work, he mfinuates feme doubts relating to 
the method fuggefted by Petiver, and 
others^ of deducing the qualities of vege- 
. tables, from the agreement in natural cha- 
ra<flers ; and inftances thp Cynoglojfum^ as ' 
tending to prove the fallacy of thfs rule. 
He relates feveral inftances of the poifonous 
effcdts of plants ; and thinks the Echium 
Mariniim fPuImonaria Maritima Lin.) 
fliould be ranked in the genus Cymglojfum^ 
fince it poiTeffes a narcotic power. He 
dcfcribes, and figures, feveral of the more 
rare Britijh plants, which he had difcover- 
ed in a tour made into Wales, e. g.' The 
Rumex Digynus : Lobelia Dortmanna : Alif- 
nta Ranuncubides : Pyrola Rotundifolia : Al^ 
cbemlla Alpina^ &c. 

But the work by which Dr. Blair ren- 
dered the greateft fervice to botany, origi- 
nated with his '^ Difcourfe on the Sexes of 
" Plants,'* read before the Royal Society^ 
and afterwards greatly amplified, and pub- 
liihed, at the requeft of feveral members of 
that body, under the title of, 

BoTANiCK Essays. 1720. 8\ pp. 414. 
with four copper-plates. This treatife is 

IC 4 divided 
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divided into two parts, containing five eft 
fays. The three firft, concerning what is 
proper to plants ; the two laft, what is com- 
mon to plants and animals. 
Eflayl. On the Strudurc of Flowers. The 
Diftindlion and Definition of the fc- 
veral Parts. 
Eflay II. Definition of the Fruit, and the 

feveral Kinds. 
Eflay III. Of the different Methods of dif-, 
pofing Plants. Analyfis of the feve- 
ral Methods of Claflification, with 
Critical Remarks, on each- 
Eflay IV. On the Generation of Plants. 
The Concurrence of Sexes neccflary. 
Variety of Reafons in Favour of this 
Doftrine. The feveral Opinions re- 
lating to the Nature and Ufe of the 
Farina. Mr. Morland's Opiaion 
confuted. 
Eflay V. Of the Nourifhment of Plants. 
The Folia Seminalia. The Vegeta- 
tion of Annuals, and of Trees 5 and 
the Strudure of the Parts explained. 
That there is a Circulation of the Sap 
jn Vegetables. 

Dr. 
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^ Dr. BLiiiR's treatlfe, as far as I can find; 
was the firft complcat work, at Icaft, in 
the Englifh language, written on the fub- 
jcfts and the author (hews himfelf well ac- 
quainted, in general, with all the opinions, 
and arguments of authors, on the matter 
of each eflay. The value of thefe EJfays 
muft iiot be cftimated by the meafure of 
modern knowledge, though even at this 
day, they may be read by thofe not criti- 
cally verfed in the fubjedt, with inftruftiort 
iand improvement. A view of the feveral 
methods then invented, cannot be feen fo 
connectedly exhibited in any other Engltjh 
author. Dr. Blair ftrengthened the ar- 
guments in proof of the Sexes of Plants, 
by found reafoning, and fome new experi- 
ments. His reafons againft Morland's 
opinion, of the entrance of the Farina in- 
to the Vafculum feminale^ and his refuta- 
tion of the Lewenhoekian theory, have met 
with the fandiion of the moderns. If his 
theory of vegetation, of the nourifhment 
of plants, and his arguments in favour of 
the circulation of the fap, do not moet 
with the approbation of the prefcnt age, it 

mufl 



J38 C H A P T £ R 37- 

muft at leaft be granted, that they are as 
rational in the principle of thetn, as thoie 
of his predecelTojcs. 

PharrjiacO'botanohgia: or, " An Alphabc- 
V tical and Claflical DifTertation on all the 
** Britijh Indigenous and Garden Plants of 
** the New Difpenfatory/' Lond. 1723' — 
1728. 4**, The genera and fpecics arc dc-* 
fcribed, the fenfiblc qualities and medicinal 
powers are fubjoined, and die pharmaccu-- 
tical uic5. 

In this work the author notices feveral of 
the more rare EngliJIj plants, difcovered by 
himfelf in the environs of Bojion. The 
work was imperfedt, being carried no far- 
ther than the letter H. 

Dr. Blair was the author of the fol- 
lowing papers in the Pbilofophical Tranjac^ 
tions. 

The Anatomy and Ofteology of an Ele- 
phant, with an hiftorical Account of that 
Animal. N"" 326. 327. 358. Vol. xxvii, 
p. 53. and 1 17. and Vol. xxx. p. 385. This 
Account was alto feparately publi{hed in 
4^ 171 1, illu ft rated with figures. 
' The heat of the weather when the ani-» 
m-iil died, occaiioned a precipitate dilIe(3:ioni 

but 
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but the rarity of the occafion added fuch 
zeal to the anatomift, that it is matter of 
furprife that Dr. Blair could fo amply 
gratify the comparative anatomift, as he has 
done in this paper. He has fupplied the 
deficiency of fome articles, and illuftrated 
others, from the Hiftory of the Difledion ' 
of an Elephant which perifhed at Dublin^ 
publifhed by Dr. Moulins, in i682. 

An Account of the AJbeJius^ or Lapis 
Amianthus^ found in the county of Angus^ 
vci Scotland. N° 333. VoL xxvii. p. 434. 

A Diffedtion of a Child emaciated. W 
353. Vol. XXX. p. 631. At five months 
old the child weighed only five pounds. Dr* 
Blair could find no veftigc of the omen^ 
tuniy and queries whether this atrophy might 
not originate in the want of that membrane. 
The abfence of this part was probably th? 
confequcnce, rather than the caufe of this 
infant's difeafe. 

An Account of a Boy who lived a con- 
fiderable Time without Food. N"' 364. 
Vol. xxxi. p, 28. 

A Method of difcovering the Virtues of 
PUnta by theif external Structure* W 364. 

Vol. 
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Vol. xxxi. p. 30. Dr. Blair thinks it 
probable that even the ancients were led, in 
many inftances, by the comparifon of the 
habit, to afcribe fimilar virtues to plants ; 
and, in others, by the conformity in the 
fenfible qualities of tafte and fmell. 

Obfervations on the Generation of Plants. 
N* 369. Vol. xxxi. p. 216. An Experi- 
ment by Mr. PMtp Miller, who, on fepa- 
rating the Male Spinach from the Female, 
found that the Seeds ripened ; but on being 
fown, did not vegetate. Inftances of Hybrid 
Productions among Savoy and other Cab- 
bage Plants. Obfervations on Variegations 
in Plants : on the Impregnation of Flowers, 
by the Bees and other Infedts carrying the 
Farina from Flower to Flower ^'^^ 

♦ Houston denominated zxi American plant, defcribcd 
by Sloane as a Scorodonla^ after the narne of Blair. 
This proving to be a fpecies of Ferbena^ LiNxV/eus, fen- 
fible of the praife due to Blair, transferred the appelb« 
lion to ^.Tetrandrous plant brought from the Cape of Good 
Hope^ nearly allied in habit to the Heath genus, and called 
it Bl^ria. 



CHAP. 



( 141 ) 



CHAP. 38. 

Shtrard^Some account of— Makes Jeveral tourM 
on the continent — Communications to Ray — 
Suppofed author of Schola Botanica — Editor of 
Herman's Paradifus — Conful at Smyrna '»— 
Communicates the Monumema Teia and Sigean 
Infcription to ChifliuU — Garden near Smyrna 
— Brings Dillenius into England — His Pinax 
—Herbarium — Endows the prof ejforfhip at Ox- 
ford. 

James Sherard — J5r^/A^ to the Conful — Well 
verfed in Englifh Botany — Uis garden <?/ El- 
tham — Infcription on his mmument. 

DR. WILLIAM SHERARD. 

TjT/^ILLIAM Sherard, or Sherwood, 
the fon oi George Sherwood, oiBujhby, 
in Leicefierfhire, was born in 1659, and 
educated at Merchant Taylors* School, 
till he was entered at St. Johrts College, 
Oxford^ in the year 1677. ^^ '^^^ college 
he became a Fellow, and took the degree of 
Bachelor of Law, Dec. 11, 1683. After 
this time, he accompanied Lord Vifcount 
^ownfhend in his travels i and difcharged 

his 
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his trufl with fo much reputation, that 
he was prevailed on to take the charge of 
Wriothejly^ grandfon of Willianiy firft Duke 
of Bedford; and made a fecond tour to 
the continent, with equal fatisfadion to the 
noble family who confided in him. 

He returned from this tour, as I con-^ 
jedture, about the year 1693; and commu- 
nicated to Mr., Ray a Catalogue of Plants, 
which he had remarked on Mount Jwa^ 
SalevCy and the neighbourhood of Genevan 
This was pu-blifhed as a Supplement in' 
Ray's " Sylloge Stirpiutn EuropcearumJ' 
About this tim.e we find he was in Ireland, 
with his friend Sir Arthur Rawdon, at 
Moyra I of whom mention has been made 
in the article Sloan E. 

In travelling, Sherard gratified his fa- 
vourite paffion, and formed connexions 
with the moft celebrated charaders on the 
continent, HeIiman, Boeriiaave, and 
Tour NE FORT. He was very early fkilled 
in Englijh botany; and although his publi- 
cations are few, there is no doubt that he 
had beftowed great affiduity in the ftudy of 
Engltjh plants. Need I allege .any farther 

evidence. 
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evidence, than the obligations, already men- 
tioned, which Mr. Ray acknowledges for 
affiftance in his *• Hiftory of Plants." 
He travelled early into various parts of 
Englandj and was ever attentive to rriake 
difcoveries. He made the tour of the Weft: 
as far as into Cornwall. He fearched the 
ifland of yerfey^ and communicated a Lift: 
of Plants to Mr. Ray, to be inferted in 
the firft edition of the Synopjis^ printed in 
1690. 

He is.faid to have been the author of 
a book publifhed under the name of Samuel 
Wharton, '* Scbola Botanical Jive, Cata^ 
logus 'Plant arum quas ab aliquot Afznis in Harto * 
Regio Barijienji Studiojis indigitavit J of. Pet. 
TouRNEFORT." Amjl. \t^(). Az"" . It was 
reprinted in 169.1, and 1699. If indeed 
Sherard was the author of this book, he 
muft have attended the ledures of Tour ne-» 
FORT three feveral feafons. It contains a 
rude Iketch of Tour ne fort's Method of 
Botany, exemplified in a large catalogue of 
plants ; among which are innumerable va- 
rieties, fomc new (pecies colleflied by 
ToURNEFORT himfclf in the Pyrencean 

Mountains, 
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Mountains, and others introduced by the 
care of M. Faqon. 

It is to Sherard alfo, that the learned 
owe the publication of Herman's ** Para^ 
difus Batavus, continens plus centum Plantar 
affabre Mre incifas^ et Defcfiptionibus illuf- 
tratas,'' 4*. Lugd. Bat. 1698, He wrote 
a preface to this work, in which he relates 
the difficulties he met with, in reducing the 
author's papers into method; and which 
contains an account of other, works of 
J^Ierman. This preface is dated from Ge^ 
neva, in April 1697; at which time, I ap- 
prehend, Sherard was on his third tour, 
on the continent. ' 

. In the year 1700, Mr. Sherard com- 
municated to the Royal Society a Method 
of making feveral CAina Varnifhes, which 
were fent from the Jefuits in C&ina to the 
Great Duke of Tufcany. It was publiflied 
in the Philofophical T^ranfaSlions, N' 262. 
Vol. xxii. p. 525. And the next year he 
communicated to the Society a paper from 
Dr. J. DEL Passa,. on the poifonous Ef- 
feds of the Indian Varnifli on the humaa 
Skin ; which on the naked Skin of Poultry 

proved 



proved quite harmlefs. How foon after 
this time he was engaged in any public 
employment, I cannot determine : but, i^ 
1702, he was ofte of the.commiflioners for 
fick and wounded feamen at Port/mouth i 
and, I believe, was foon after appointefd 
confui at Smyrna I a department, which, it 
is probable, his defire of inveftigating the 
plants of the Eaft. had no fmall (hare in 
inducing him to accept. But Sherard « 
knowledge and tafte was. not confined. to 
the ftudy of botany. Mr. Martyn in- 
forms us, that, ".in 1705, with Antonio 
PiCKNiNi, he vifitcd the feven churches of 
Afid. In 1709 and 1716, he tranfcribed 
the Monumenta Teia^ and caufed the Sigean 
inicription to be copied and fent to Eng-^ 
/and ; and the learned Dr. Chishull de- 
dicates his account of it to him." He alfo 
fcnt an account of the ifland raifed near 
Santorini, in the Archipelago^ on the 12th 
of May, 1707; which was printed in the 
Philofopbical^ranfaiiions, N'3i4. Vol.xxii. 

p. 67.^ ; 

During his refidence at Smyrna^ he had 

a, country houfc at a place called Sedekio^ 

Vol. II. ' L It 
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It is not yet fOrgqtteA as the icfidtece of 
SiTERARD. lA 1 749, |H ASS EX (y^tbtT vi- 
sited this retreat^ itnd viewed, :with all the 
etlthufiafhi of a yoiing botaniA^ the fpot 
where *^ the regent of the botanic woiU,'*' 
:a5 he ftiles hiin» ^nt his fummei^, axul 
cultivated his garden. Here Sherai^d 
collected rpecirdens of all the plants c£Na^ 
folia add 'Griece^ ^tnd h^jia that famous 
Herbarium^ which at length became the 
mdft ciKtenfive that had eVer been ieen as 
the work of 6ne 'Eban, fince it is faid final- 
ly to haVe contained 1 2,000 fjxecies. And 
liere 'he i^ £itd to have begun the ixmch-- 
Celebrated Pinax, to which he continued to 
tnake acceflions throughout his life. He 
xeturned mtbEngland, in 171 8« Soon after 
whidi time, lie had the degree of Dodtc^ 
of Laws Conferred upon him by the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford. 

In 1721, Dr. Sherard communicated 
to the Rc^al Society an. Account of the 
Poiibn Wood Tree of New England, which 
he had received from Mr. More. It does* 
hot appear that the ipecies had'beeii alcer-- 
tained'tiU Dr. SaERARspomted it out as 

the 
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iSamAlrb&rAfnericana ahtisFoUis^ &c. PluJk* 
Phytogr. t. 145. f. I. (Rhis FermxVm.) 
This obfervation is prmted ih the PJbil. 
Tranf. N"* 2^7* Vol. xxxi. p. 147. 

In this year he returned to the continent^ 
And made the tour of Holland, France, and 
Itafy. Whaft at Parts, he found Vail- 
SLANT in a declining ftate of health ; but, 
anxious to preferve his papers from obli-% 
vion, Vaillant had folicited Boer- 
HAAVE to purchafc, and to publifh them. 
Sherard negocia,te4 the bufiqeis^ and 
fpent the greateft part of the fummer with 
BoERHAAVE, in reducing the manufcripta 
into order. To Sijerard, therefore, prin- 
cipally, the learned owe the Botanicon Pa-- 
rijienfe, which was publiihed in lyij. 
BoERHAAVE prefixed to this work ^ Latin 
ktter, written by Dr. Sherard, giving 
an account of this tranfa<5tion; which i^ 
alfo more fully explained in the pre^ce. 
It was in this tour, that, being in iearch of 
plants in the Alj^s, he narrowly efcapcd be- 
ing ihot by a pea&nt for a wolf. 

On his return, he brought ov^ widi 
him the celebrated Dillenius, with 

L 2 whom 
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whom }ie had before correffHondedj; and 
whom he had encouraged to profecute Kis 
enquiries into the Cryptogamia clafs, and in 
publiihing his Planta Giffenfes. Sh ek a rd 
had himfelf been among the earlieft in 
England^ to promote attention to this hi- 
therto negledted part of nature; and in this 
DiLLENius had already excelled all who 
had written before him. 

Although Dr. Sherard had acquired 
a coniiderable fortune in Afia^ yet he lived 
with the greateft privacy in London, wholly 
immeried in the ftudy of natural hiftory ; 
except when he went to his brother's feat 
and fine garden at Eltbam. Dr. Dil- 
LENius aflifted him in his chief employ-- 
ment^ the carrying on his Pinaxy or.Col- 
kiftion of all the names, which had been 
given by botanical writers to each plant ; 
being a continuation of Cafpar Bauhine's 
^reat plan. 

Dr. Sherard was, in a particular man- 
ner, the patron of Mv.'Mark Catesbyj 
and himfelf affixed the Latin names to the 
plants of « The Natural Hiftory of Caro- 
«' Una:: 

Ha 
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He died Auguft 12, 1728 ^ and, J>y his 
will, gave three thoufand pounds, to pro- 
vide a falary for a profeflbr of botany at, 
Oxfordy on condition, that Dr. Dillenius 
ihould be chofcn firft profeflbr. Heeredled 
the edifice at the entrance of the garden, for 
the ufc of the profeflbr 5 and. gave to this^ 
cftablifliment his botanical library, his JEZir^ 
barium^ and the Pmax. 

Dr. Sherard was among the laft of 
thofe ornaments in 'England^ of that aera 
which LiNN^us calls ** the golden age 
of botany." Having from his earliefl: years 
a relifh for the fludy of natural hiftory, 
and in his youth acquired a knowledge: 
of Euglijh bqtany, his repeated tours to 
the continent, and his long refidence i^ 
the Eaft, afforded ample fcope for his im- 
provement; and the acquifition of affluence, 
joined to his learning, and agreeable quali- 
ties, rendered him, after his return home, 
a liberal ahd zealous patron of the fcience, 
and of thofe who cultivated it ^^* 

Some 

-• Vaillant firft devoted the mmt Sherar£a to a^ 
new genus, which was afterwards affimilated with thq 
L3 Vervain*, 



15<5 CHAPTER 38. 

Some manufcripts of Dr. Sh£Rard*s 
were prcfentcd to the Royil Society by Mr. 
Bllis^ in the year 1766. 

J. S H £ R A R D, 

* ^ames^ the brother of William Sher ard» 
, was born in 1666 He pra<fHfed phyfic as 
an apothecary in London^ and was early anti 
ftrongly attached to his brother's favourite 
purftiit. Having become eminent and opu- 
lent in his profeflion, he t:ultivated3 at his 
country feat, at Eltbam, in Kent^ one of the 
richeft gardens that England ever pofleflcd. 
It was alio the retirement of his brother, 
Ae conful, after his return from Smyrna ; 
and is immortalized by the pen of DiIle* 
ikius. Mn Sherard is not known as an 
author ; but his name frequently occurs in 
Ray's Synopjisj for his difcoveries of rare 
EngKfi plants i of which he had great 
knowledge, as he is faid to have had of na- 
tural hiftory in general j and his zeal for 

Vervain^ About the fame time, Dillenius gave die 
like appellation, in his Flora Gijfenjisj to an EngUJh plant 
of the Sulkud da&, in the fyftem 6f Ray, which retsdns 
its diftini5ti6n in die Titnmirnts clafs of Link jbus. 

botany 



botany was fin^dairly great* To thcfe he 
added a relifh for the elegant and polite 
arts; and p9Jti^a(arly fgr jtnu^^^^ 
lie was eminently- A;^iUe4* /. 

He inherited the bulk of his farcfther's 
fortune ^ and^ in the latter part of his lif<^ 
had the di^^^o^ of I^pjftjar of fhyfic confer- 
red upon hiWf if I mifefae Wt, by the 
Univerfity of Oxford i and was admitted a 
member of the College of Phyficians. He 
married Sufanna, the daughter of Richard 
Lockwood,E£q; but died without iffue^ Feb. 
12, 1737, N. S. and was buried in the 
church of Evingfon, near Leicejier ; where 
his widow ere(9:ed a monument to his me- 
mory, of which I infert a copy below *. 
She furvived him more than four years^ 

• M. S. 

Jacobi Sherard, M.D. 

Col. Med. Lond. & Soc. Reg. Soc 

Viri multifaria do£brina culdffimi. 

In rerum natundium Botanices imprimis fcientia^ , 

Pene iingularis ; 

Et nequid ad oblefbndos amicos deeflef^ 

Artis muficae peritii&mi 

Accefierant illi in laudis cumulum 

* ^ L ^ Morc^ 
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Mbkts chriftiani, Vita^ integritis 

£t erga ouuies 

Comitas et benevolentia* 

Obiit prid. id. Feb. A. D. X737, 

Annos fiati» 72. 

Uxor Sufiiuia, lUch. LocKwdbd, aniu fil 

Optimo nwitQ 

Hoc monumentum moeftiffiiiui pofuiti 

Quae obiit Nov, 1 741, 

Et juxte maritum fepulta cBu 
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CHAP. 39» 

Dillenius — a native of Germany — educate^ at 
Gieflcn — Member of the Academia Naturae 
Curioforum — Account of his memoirs in the 
Mifcellanea Curiofa : on Aa\erican plants na* 
ruralized in Europe i coffee^ ^c. — ISs Cata-i 

• logus Giflenfis — An account of that book — ISs 
numerous difcoveries in the Cryptogamia €lqft 
•-— Dillenius brought into England by .Confid 
Sherard ^Publijbes a new and greatly enlarged 
edition ofKzy's Syqopfis — Employed in 4(trr^^ 
sng on Sherard's Pinax. 

DILLENIUS. 

AFTER Sherard, I am led in 
chronological courie, as well as by 
other afTociationSj to, a charadter of tho 
higheft worth in botanical fcience. That 
harmony of tafte, and CQ*operation of de^ 
fign, which firft connected Sherard and 
Dillenius, hath infcparably united their 
names, as long as their works fhall endure^ 
DiLLENXUs, though not an Englijhman 
born, is gratefully naturalized by a nation^ 

to 
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to whofe botanical fame he gave an* emi* 
nence it had not experienced from the time 
of Rav* It was no mesin fecrifice to re- 
linquifh his country, his friends, his con? 
ncxiojis, and his profpeds from a prof^f- 
fion, which is, at leaift fometiraes, lucratiye, 
that he might devote hipafclf ^o the culture 
of fcience» in a foreign land, where the eic- 
tent of bis Vkw^ was moil probably bound- 
ed by the precarious hope of a profefibrihip 
alone. 

\ y^^ yacoi DiLL'ENius * was bom at 
Darmjiadtj in Germany y in the year 168^. 
It appears that he had his education, prin- 
cipally at the univerfity of Giefferiy a city of 
Vpper Hejfe ; ltA where, probably, his fa- 
Biily had coniidcrable intereft and con- 
i^exions ; fince I find two of his contempo* 
laries of the iame name, of whom, one was 

* There is a letter extant, written by Dillknius, in 
1727, in which he teBs his correfpondcnt, ^ I had once 
^< a mind to i^ave 4)dlled my name Dillebt, it (Wing 
-^ eafier to pronounce.} ^ to make my brother ^do ihp 
^ fame : for my ^reat grandBither fpelled it fo, and my 
** great great grandfather Dill : but, confidering that 
^ my name and my father's had been (b often printed 
^ DiLumvs, I have left itas it i&'' 

a profeffbr 



DUIentus. 15^ 

a profeflbr of m'i^cine» and dean of the fa- 
culty of phyfic at that place; and the other, 
Poliater^ or public phyficiani an office, I 
believe, not uncommon in Germany^ though 
unknown here; and which Dillenius 
himfeif held in the fame city. He was very 
early made a member of the Academia Cu-- 
riafortim Germanta. He communicated fe- 
veral papers to that fociety, which werer 
publifhed in their MifceUanea Curiofa. The 
earlieft, that I find, was a DifTertation, in 
the Third Century ofObfervations^ about the 
year 171 5^ concerning the plants oi Ame^ 
rica which are naturalized in 'Europe. Thi» 
iiB a fubjed: which might again be taken up 
by a fkilful hand, to great advantage. The 
refult of obfervation, and communication 
on this matter, would unqueftionably prove, 
that a far greater number of plants than we 
are aware of, which are now thought to be 
indigenous in Europe^ were of exotic origiij.. 
Befides the moft obvious method, from the 
garden to the dunghill, and from thence to 
the field, amongft a variety of other caufes, 
the importation of grain has introduced a 
great number ; the p^kage of merchan- 

• difc^ 
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difc, and the clearing out of fliips/ hare 
been the means of difperling many. The 
Englifh Flora, as it now (lands, cannot con- 
tain fewer, perhaps, than fixty acknowledged 
fpecies ^ and a critical examination would 
probably inveftigate a much greater num- 
ber. 

In the Fourth Century oi the fame work, 
we find a critical diflertation on the fCahve) 
coffee of the Arabians : and oa European 
coffee, or fuch as may be prepared from. 
grain or pulfe. Dillenius gives the re- 
fult of his own preparations made with 
peafe, beans, and kidney beans ; but fays, 
that from rye comes the neareft to true 
Cof^e, and was with difficulty diftinguifhed 
from it. 

In the Sixth Century, he has defcribed 
and figured four fpecies of dubious plants ;. 
three of the Spergula genus, now Arenarice ^. 
and a Veronica. 

In' the Appendix to this Century, Dil- 
lenius gave the firft fpecimen of his ac- 
curate examination of fome plants of the 
Cryptogamous clafs i which he afterwards 
purlued fo greatly to the iqiprovement of 
, ' botany. 



Diiknius. i^j 

]>otany. In this paper, Dilleniijs treats 
on the propagation of plants in general ; 
but more particularly on that of the Ferns^ 
or capillary plants ; and of the Mojfes^ v^hich 
had hitherto been confidered as deftitute of 
flower and feed^ He defcribes the flowers 
of that genus, which he afterwards called 
Lichenajirunft and which was named by Mi- 
chel i, Jungermannia. He delineates two 
of the Chara genus -, fome of the Conferva i 
and feveral of the more pcrfedt plants, parti- 
cularly the Chondrilla. He fixed the genus 
Radioki Corrigiolay &c. and particularly the 
Centunculus; and Cameraria^ which was 
afterwards called Montia. To thefe he fub- 
joins maiiy curious obfervations on tKe ufeof 
the petals zndjiaminay all tending to confirm 
the dodtrine of ihtfexes pf plants; obferva- 
tions on the root of the Equifetum -, on the 
duft of the Antherce^ and on the different 
ihape of that in the Orchis^ which he lays 
is conical ; and of that in the Opbrys, which 
i$ round. 

In the Ninth Century of the fame work,. 
he relates an experiment he made concern- 
ing 
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ing the Opium which he prepared faimielf^ 
from the poppy of 'European growth. 

In the Eighth Century^ he appears as a 
zoologift, in a paper on Leeches i and de- 
icribes two fpecies of the Papilio genus. 

In 171 9> he publifhed his " Catalogue 
** of Plants growing in the neighbourhood 
** of GieJJin ;** a work which eftablifhed 
his charader as one of the mod accurate 
^tanifts of the age. It bears the follow* 
ing title : 

" J^* y^r. DiLLENii, M. L. Ac. Nat. 
Cur. Coll. Catalogus Plantarum Jponte circa 
Qiffam nafcentium^ cum Appendices qua^Plan* 
ta pojl editum Catahgum circa et extra Gif^ 
famobfervata recenfentur^ Specierum navarum 
vel duhiarum Defcriptiones traduntur, et Ge^ 
nera Plantarum nova, Figuris aneis illuftraiay 
defcrihuntur : pro fuppkndis Injlitutionibus 
PA Herbaria Jofephi Pitton Tournefor- 
Tii." Frank, ad Mcen. 1719. 8% Cum 
tab. xvi. Cat. pp. 240. App. pp. 174. 
Cui fubjicitur Examen Rejponfionis Aug.- 
^uir. RiviNi. 

It is dedicated to the heads of the uni* 
T^sfHty of Giejen ; and contains^ the plants 

of 



of the neighbourhood^ coiifined to a circuit 
of AOt nUbre ^kti ^German mile and a half« 
Ctf this traft lie has given a , map in hii^ 
bdok. 

Tift Atittwr has prefixed ♦' A Critical Ex-*- 
*^ attiiftation of the Methods of arranging 
^* Plants," ptrt>lifhcd by Ray andJCsrAVT^ 
who had fouhded their claflical diftindions 
on tht fruit i and of thofe piiitdiihed by Ri- 
viNUs, and Tournefort, founded on the 
'fiower^ In the end, he gave the preference 
to Ray's fyftem, and adhered to it through-, 
out his life. His critlcifm on Rivin0$ 
brought upon hini the refentmcnt of the 
author, at that time far advanced in years, 
who anfwered his objedions. Dillsnio^ 
had written in a ftile that was but too re- 
prehenfible; and can only be excufed, in 
ibme meafure, as natural to the warmth of 
a young author % though it has been gene- 
rally acknowledged, that he had the advan- 
tage in the argument. 

Nothing can fliew the early fkill and in« 
defatigable induftry of Dilleniu^ mora 
ftfongly, than his being able to produce io. 
great a numbe;^ of plants in fo fmall a tra(9:« 

He 
6 ^ 
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He has not enumerated fewer than 980 
ipecies, of what were then called the more 
perfed plants ; that is^ exclufive of the 
Mujhroom clafs, and all the Mojfes. Dil^ 
jLENius entered minutely into the examina- 
tion of this clafs \ and^ by his diligence and 
(Hfcoveries, extended the bounds of that 
£eld, which the Englijh botanifts had Co 
/uccefsfuUy cultivated before him. More 
had been done in England in this way than 
in any other nation. The Pinax of Co/par 
Bauhine contains but fifty fpecies; fo 
little had the Mu/ci been regarded before. 
The firft edition of Ray's Synopjis^ printed 
in 1690, not more than about eighty 
kinds ; whereas by the inveftigations of the 
Englijh botanifts, particularly of Doody, 
Sherard, Vernon, Llhwyd, Robin- 
son^ Petiver, Bob art, and others, this 
order was fo far augmented in the fecond 
edition of the fame work, in 1696, as to 
contain upwards of 170 fpecies. 

DiLXENius was, however, the firft wri- 
ter who examined them with a view to ge- 
nerical charad;efs, and divided the iUT^^j*, 
^ and Mujhrooms^ each into feparate . genera^ 

It 
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It is ifr this book that we firft meet with 
Bryum, Hypbum, Mmum, SpAagnum, Liche-^ 
noides^ and Lichenajirum, as generical napies., 
The four firft of thefe, were terms in ufe 
with the Patres Botani(;iy although neglcifled 
by the reftorers^^of the fcience, who had 
.ranked all under the general term Mufcusi 
except the Lichen^ Lycopodiuniy and Polytri^ 
chum. To demonftrate his accuracy and 
diligence, it may be obferved, that, in the 
environs of G/^^ alone, Dillenius dif- 
covered more than 200 fpecies oi Moffes^ 
of which 140 were new : of the Mujhroom 
order he enumerates 160, of which up- 
wards of 90 were fuch as he judged had 
not been noticed by any author before^ 
The plants in this catalogue are difpofed 
in the order of flowering, throughout, all 
the year. The places of growth are fub- 
joined, with critical obfervations on many 
of the fpecies. 

The Appendix contains a lift of twenty, 
plants, additional to thofe of the Cata- 
logue, difcovered in the immediate environs 
of Giejfen ; and an enumeration of upwards 
of 100 fpecies, obferved by the author, be** 

Vol. IL M yond 
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yond the bounds circumfcribed in the C^ 
lalogue. This renders the book, in a great 
meafure, a Flora of the plants of He^^ 
Then follows a defcription of the ««o fpe- 
cies of the Catalogue. Thefe are fucceeded 
by the eftablifhraent of hiai new genera of 
Moffes^ Fungi^ and a variety of others^ a- 
mounting to near loo^ of which fome of 
former authors are here only amended > but 
the far greater part are of his own con* 
ftrudiing^ and entirely new ; and the parts 
of frudification ieparately delineated; in i6 
copper-plates. This part of his work ha^ 
been of great authority with fucceedihg 
writers; and many of thefe characters hava 
ftood the teft of the Linnaan fyftem. 

The merit of this work fixed the cha* 
radter of the author, as a perfeftly fcienti^ 
f\z botanift, and attra<^d the notice of. all 
the emihent profeflbrs, and admirers of the 
fcience: among others, that of Mr. IVilliam^ 
afterwards Dr. Sherard, to whom we 
owe that Dillenius was brought to Eng-^ 
land^ and in the end fixed in the profefibr- 
ihip at Oxford. Sherard was, at that 
time, among the few who patronized and 
cultivated the fcience in England^^ He was 

lateljr 
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lately fetbrlieii fmmSmyrnd; and having 
regretted the negkiSfc of the Cryptogamia 
clafs, he was (o enamoured with the difco- 
veries of DiLLENius in that branch> that 
he entered into Correfpondence with him, 
and procured fpecimens from him, and 
afterwards brought him to England. No 
man was more clofely devoted to a fevourite 
mufe than Dxllenius was to Flora i and, 
after his arrival in England^ he purfued his. 
ftudy with uncommon ardour^ and corre- 
fponding diligencCi The acquifition of fo* 
able a man> was probably an additional jno-* 
tive with the Confulj to attempt the revi** 
val of botany in the univerfity of Oxford. 

DiLLENius came into England in Au«* 
guft 1721, where he had not Idng refided 
before he Undertook a work that was much 
defired; that of publifhing a new edition 
of the Synopjis Stirpium Britannicarum of 
Ray. It had been laft printed in 1696,. 
and was become fcarcc. DilleniWs hav- 
ing firmly attached himfelf to Ray's (yf-* 
tern, and even improved it in fome parts 
(though he intimates in one of his letters 
to a friend, that he was not allowed to 
M % make 
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make all the changes he wifhed for), afid 
being furnifhed^ with ample means of en-^ 
larging the bookj by his difcovery of new 
fpecies of Cryptogamia^ and by the eftab-^ 
liifhment of new genera ; being alfo enabled^ 
by the difcoveries of many ingenious mcn^' 
whofe names he enumerates in the preface, 
greatly to enlarge Englijh botany; and^ 
through the fkill and affiftance of Dr. Ri- 
chardson, Mr. James SherarD, and 
others, beihg fufficiently qualificfd to add 
the old BritijJoy if I may fo fay, to the Eng^ 
lijh botany, he publifhed a third edition in 
T724, much to the fatlsfadion of all the 
lovers of the fcience throughout Europe. 
Twenty-four plates of fare plants were add- 
ed to this edition ; and, befides many valu- 
able notes, and emendations in the genera, 
the addition of new fpecies was very great. 
The accumulation to this book from Dil- 
LENius's own difcoveries, and from the 
communications of others, whofe names are 
mentioned in the preface, particularly thofe 
of Dr. Sherard and Dr. Richardson, 
amounted to near 40 new Fungi^ as many 
Marine plants, upwards of 150 Mojfes, and 

confiderably 



confijderably above 200 other plants, which 
had been difcovered to be natives oi Britain. 
iince the publication of the fecond edition ; 
the whole number oliBritijh plants being 
about 2200, as they Hand in this book. 
But here it may be obferved, that bptanift? 
]bad not at that time fufHc^ently ^^labliil^e^ 
Ipecific diftindlions; and thi§ member coul4 
not ftand the teft of the Linnaan rules, 
which has fince reduced ^he nupibef tp 
fewer than 1800. 

DiLLENius feems to have divided hi$ 
time, before his eftabliihtnent at Oxford, 
principally between the country refidence 
pf Mr, y^«z^J Sherard, at E/t6am,i^ 
Kent; the CgnfuVs houfe in town; aTi4 
his own lodgings, which, in the year 1728^ 
were in Barking All^. 

In the year 1727, Dr.THRBLffELp pubr 
Ufhed his Synopjis Stirpium Hibernicarum^ 
ip which he had introduced fome fcverp 
ftriiJhires on Dillijnius, principally level- 
led at the introdudion of his new geperical 
names« He alfo inveighs againft him for 
a^neceflarily multiplying the ipecies qf 

M 3 plants. 
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plants. See the articles, Anagallis ajuatica. 
Dens Leonisy Lichenoides^ Mufcus trichoidety 
' ^tellariuy &c. Dillenius, though dif- 
yleafed with the harfh and coarfc language 
of Threlkeld's criticifms, had temper 
enough to forbear entering into any con- 
troverfy on this occafion. He probably did 
jiot think Threlkeld's objeftions of any 
force fufficient to influence men of judg* 
ment in the fciencc, as the Irijh botanift 
had but little regarded any true principles 
of generical diftindlion. In a letter he 
wrote foon after the publication of the Irifl^ 
FlorUy after complaining of the groffncfe 
of Threlkeld's cenfures, he informs his 
correfpondent that there was but one plant 
recited in the book, which was not known 
before as a native of Ireland. This, he 
adds, is the Pfeudo-Jiacbys jUpma of Cafpar 
Bauhine fStachys Alpina Lin.) ; and Ais 
lie had inferted on the authority of Mr. 
He axon's manufcript. 

About this time he had it in contempla- 
tion, to publi/h a new edition of the Synoffis^ 
with tije addition of the old Brittfh naxnes ; 

^ . * and 
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and l!h* times of flowering— <n article neg- 
le^^ in the former editions. This deiign 
was laid afide, and an Appendix intended, 
£qx which ample materials were in hand, 
received from differait quarters, particularly 
from Dr. Richardson^ oi North Burly ^ in 
Torkjhir^'^ and from Mr. Brewer, who had 
refided two ibafons at Bangor^ purpofely ta 
iaveftigate, and coUedt the plants of Snaw^ 
don^ and the neighbouring parts. Brewer 
wa$ very fuccefsful in his reiearches, and 
fent at different times great numbers of 
fcarcc plants, to Djllenius, This Ap-^ 
pmdix alio mifcarried. In the mean time, 
^U thefe ejcertions were favourable to the 
purpoie he ever had in view, of completing 
^e Hifioria Mu/borum. Wales was a pro* 
4u4Uve iburce of new fubjedts in this way, 
gnd DiLLENius availed himfelf of Brew- 
)sr's refearches. 

Whatever might be the prceiic nature 
of his engagement with the Conful^ it 
ftppears that Dillenjus, being doubtful 
of the fuccefs of the Oxford fcheme, had 
/ornjed ft defign of refiding fome timci^ 

M4 if 
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if not finally fettling, in Torkjhire. In a 
letter to a correfpondent of that county, 
dated Dec, i6, 1727, he writes thus: 
** Pray Sir, how is it to board in that 
** country ^ if I have done here, and Ox^ 
*' fordhWs^ as its likely it may do, I could 
** refolve to go and live there fome time, 
'* if not for good ^nd all ; if any fmaJl 
^* bufinefs Ihould encourage it/' . Ever 
-fince his refidence in England^ his employ- 
ments had been various, and important, and 
his afGduity as diflinguifhed as his abilities. 
Since his arrival in 1721, he had publiflied 
l}ie Synopjis^ of which he defigned, if he 
did not himfclf engrave, all the figures. 
He foon after began the Hortus Elthamenfis. 
He colleded materials for a new edition of; 
or Appendix to, the Synopfis. He never 
loft fight of his Hijlorta Mufcorum. Addi- 
tional to all which, the bufinefs of the P/- 
nax appears to have been purfued with 
vigour. In a letter dated Dec. 26, 1727, 
he fays, *' We have entered almoft all au- 
'' thors; but to put it in order, and to write 
^' it faif, will require fome years ftill." 

In 



^ 
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In Auguft 1728^, his friend and patron, 
Conful Sherarp, died ; ' iix confequence of 
whofe will, his eftablifhment at Oxford 
took place foon ^fter ; the univerfity wav- 
ing the right of nomination, in confidera^ 
tion of Dr. Sherard's benefadion. 



CHAP* 



( J/o ) 



CHAP. 40.. 

DiHcnius eftabUjhei'^in the frofeff&rfi>ip af h$t4mf 
alOxfotd^PuMlJb^s the Hortu$ Elthamcnfis 
— Linnspus vifits the trofefir 4^ Oxford-HQsrt 
refpondence with Hallcr — 4ffifts. Dr. Shaw in 
arranging bis Oriental and African plants—^ 
His Hiftoria Mufcorum — Meditates an hifiory 
of the Funguffcs — Ui's death and char aHer^ 

D I LLEN I us. 

DILLENIUS was now arrived at that 
iituation^ which had probably been 
. the main objcdt of his wifhes ; ind which 
he conlidered equally as the completion of 
his hopes^ the afylum^againil: future difap- 
pointmentSy and the field of all that grati- 
fication, for which his tafte and purfuits 
prompted him to wifh, and qualified him 
to enjoy. Add to all this, he was placed 
in the fociety of the learned, in the com- 
pletcft fenfe of that word, and at the foun- 
tain of every information, which the ftores 
of both antient and modern erudition coul4 
difplay^' to an inquifitive mind. 

the 
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The plan of the HQrtus Elthamenjis had 
been laid fo eariy as the year 1724, imme^ 
diately after publifhingthe Synopfisy and fome 
of the plants were figurecf and dcfcribed be- 
fore Dr. Sherard's death. The work wad 
now carried on with vigour, and was print- 
ed in 1732, under the following title : 

•* HORTUS ElTHAMEN8IS,7^W'PZ!^;7/^- 

rum rariorum quas in Horto fuo Elthami in 
Can f to ccluit Vir omatijfimus et prajiantiffi*- 
mm yacobus Sherard, M.D. Soc. Reg. et 
Coll. Med. Lon. Soc. Gulielmi^ P.M. Frater^ 
T)elineationes et Defcriptiones^ quarum Hijlo^ 
via velplan} non i3el imperfeBi a Rei herba^ 
ria Scriptoribus tradita fuit. AuSlere Jo^ 
J>anne Jacobo Dillewio, M. D." Lond. 
Fol. pp. 437. Tab. 324. 

In this elegant and elaborate work, of 
which LiNN^us fays, '* ejl opus botanicum 
>ffio abfolutius mundum non vidit^'' axe dc- 
fcribed and figured, with the moft circum^ 
ftantial accuracy, 417 plants, all drawn 
and etched with his own hand, corififting 
principally of fuch exotics as were then rare, 
or had been but lately introduced into Eng^ 
land. A few of the more rare Englijlo and 

Welch 
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fFe/cA plants were included. They arc diT* 
pofed in the alphabetical order. The fi^ 
gures are of the natural fize as much as may 
be. The fynonyma of former authors ar? 
quoted and accompanied by copious critical 
examinations and obfervations, the better to 
afcertain the fpecies. Several new genera 
are eftablifhed, many of the new Gerania 
are figured, and a very copious hiftory of 
the genus 'Mefemhryanthemum given ; with a 
fynoptical view of all the fpecies, of which 
fifty-four are defcribed and figured in this 
. work *. . 

We find by the lift of graduates, that 
DiLLENius >vas admitted to the degree of 
Dodtor of Phyfic* in St. Johns College^ 

April 3. 1735- 

In th« fummer of 1736, Linn^us vifit- 
cd the Profeflbr at Oxford i and, although 
DiLLENius did not relifh the fexual fyftein, 
about that time firft divulged, yet Lin- 
.N-ffius returned with the higheft opinion of 

♦ The plates of the Hortus Elthamenjis were after- 
wards fold to 2, Dutch bookfeUer; who caft oiFan impref- 
Aon, accompanied with the denominations only of the 
ipecies. This was done at Leyden in 1774; and many 
copies have found their way into this kingdom. 

his 
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his merit ; and, as I have obferved on an- 
other occafion, cxpreffed himfelf in thefc 
terms : " In Anglia nullus efi quvgenera cu-- 
rat vel intelligat praterquar^ Dillekius." 

LiNNi?EUs, after this time, correfponded 
with him, fent him his Flora Lapponica^ 
and dedicated to him the Critica Botanica. 
Qn which occafion the Profeflbr fent his 
acknowledgments in the following terms, 
in a letter, dated Aug. i8, 1737 : ** Vidi, 
accept et legi Floram tuam Lapponicam tnulta 
cum voluptate 'y utinam plures ijiiufmodi nobis 
profiarent talijludioy et cur a elaborata, in hac 
te virum prajiitijii.'* 

During this period, Dillenius held fre- 
quent correfpondence and communication 
with Haller, whom he cfteemed, proba- 
bly the more, on account of the affinity of 
his fyftem with that of Ray, which he had 
himfelf adopted. It appears, that he con- 
fidered Haller as almoft the only man 
qualified to carry on the Pinax, and wifhed 
him to have been his fucceffor. 

About this time, he was employed with 
Dr. Shaw, in reducing to order and afcer- 
taining, that learned traveller's coUedion pf 

Oriental 
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Oricn^ plants. As they weft all dried fye^ 
cimcns, and the colleftion exteDlSve^ eon- 
fiftirig of 640 fpecics, it required the aid of 
an able hand to diflinguifh and apply iyno- 
nyms to fo confiderable a number. This 
catalogue, therefore, which is annexedj witli 
the engravings of a few of the plants, to 
the firlt edition of Dr. Shaw's elaborate 
work, may be conlidered eventually, as the 
work of the botanical Profeflbn 

After the completion of the Hortus EJ^ 
tbamenfisi he parfued his •* Hiftory erf 
" Moflcs " with great diligence. It has 
been obferved before, that he had extended 
his refearchcs into this part of nature^ mdch 
further than any preceding botanifl, having 
been the firft difcoverer of a great number 
of fpecics, and having feparated thofe here-* 
tpfore defcribed together by the general 
term Mufcus^ into fcveral genera^ under the 
names of Sphagnum^ Fontinalis^ Bryum, and 
Hypnum I taking his diftindtions, as well 
from the habit of the plant, (to which the 
accurate Haller thought he paid too much 
regard,) as from the figure and fituatiotf 
Qf that p?irt of the fruftification which i« 

novr 
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now confidered as the cajole. By meany 
of the excellent botanical library of the 
Sh£rArds> and free accefs to their ample 
Herhdriuntj and that of Mn Du Bois, who 
had, with Mr. Doody and feverdl others^ 
fignalized themielves by their difcoveriea 
^s way fame years before, DiLLENiud 
aijoyed advantages which perhaps no other 
fituation could have afforded* Befides 
which, to give himfelf all further opportu- 
nities that Britain allowed of making dif-* 
Goveries in this department, he took a jour-* 
Bcy himfelf into Wales^ in the fummer of* 
1726. In this excurlion be was attended by 
Samuel Brewer. They examined Cader 
Idrity and took up their rcfidencc at Ban-^ 
gor ; fearched Snowdotiy Glyder, the JJle of 
Angkfea ; and vifited the IJie of Man. Mn 
Green, a clergyman of thofe parts, wae 
ufeful in directing their reiearches, and in 
aflifting Dillenius in the Welch names 
of places, and of plants. The Rev. Little^ ^ 

ton Brown, M. A. Fellow of the Royal ^^J;f;^^^ 
Society, is alfo commemorated, as having ^ ^ 
communicated many fpccimcns of the Cryp-- 
togamous tribe to our author, coUeded by 
X him 
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him in ff^ales-y Shroppire^ and Hefefofdjhire} 
and thus, by the communications of thcfe^ 
and many other friends, whofe aid he has 
^tefully acknowledged *, he was enabled 
to bring his work to that degree of perfec- 
tion, which would have been impradicable 
in many other fituations. In 1741 it was 
publiihed from the Sheldon prcfs, under the. 
following title : 

• " HisTORiA MuscoRUM, in qua circi^ 
ter fexcenta Species veteres et nova, adfua 
Genera relata, dejcribuntur^ et Iconibus ge* 
nuinis illujirantur ; cum Appendice^ et Indict 
Synonymorum. Opera Jo. Jac. Dillenii^ 
M.D.in Vniverjitate Oxonierifi Botanices Pro^ 
j^wSherardini." 4^ 1741. pp.552. 

AH the fubje<fts of this volume were 
drawn, and engraved with his own hand. 
It comprehends all thofe plants which 

. • Thp names of feveral foreigners appear in this lift; 
Dr. AjyiMAN, of the Imperial Academy of Sciences at 
Peterjburgh 'y Qlaus Celsius, Profeflbr of Divinity at 
Vpfal^ Dr. J. Frederick GroNOVIUS, oi Leyden\ Dr. 
HallbR) Profeflbr at Gottingin s and Linnjeus him^ 
felf. 

come 
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come under thq name oi Mufci and AJga 
in the Cryptogamia clafs of the fexual iyf- 
tem, except the Fucufes^ fome xrf" the n?i;^. 
Conferva J and a very few others. The au- 
thor's method is throughout as follows ; 
at the head of each genus he gives the ety- 
mology of the name ; his reafons for adopt- 
ing that name, and applying it to the fub- 
jed: } then the definition of his genus, fol- 
lowed by the fubordinate diftini^ions for 
the arrangement of the fpccies. 

In treating on each fpecies, he gives, i . 
A new fpecific charader, in terms intended 
to diftinguifh it from others of the fame 
genus, or fubdivifion; 2. The defcription 
of the fpecies at length ; diftinguifliing alfo, 
with great care, the feveral varieties ; and 
referring each to the feveral figures on his 
plates. 3. The general places of growth 5 
and under the more rare fpecies, the par- 
ticular places where they have been found, 
or from whence he had received them : to 
thefc is fubjoined the time when each is 
found in heads, or in its moft flouriihing 
flate. 4. The lynonym of every author at . 
length, difpofed in chroflological order; 

Vol. II. N ' noticing 
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noticing at the fame^time fuch as are refer- 
able to varieties ; and frequently fubjoining 
a number of critical obfervations. 5* The 
. ufes of particular kinds, whether in the 
general oeconomy of n?iture, or in medicine, 
or the other arts and conveniences of life, 
A fummary view of the ufes of feveral kinds 
appears in the preface; but in the body of 
the work, Dillenius has, with' great dili- 
gence, collefted numerous authorities on 
thefe heads ; which fufficiently evince, that 
this almoft unnoticed tribe of vegetables 
hold a more confiderable importance* in 
the fcale of utility, than a fuperficial view 
may fuggeft. 

When 

* Numerous proofs of the truth of this obfervation oc- 
cur in die various writings of modern botanids. I refer 
the reader to tii« Fbra Lapp^nicay and Succica ; to Hal- 
LEr's HiJIorla Stirfium Helvetia \ to the AmcenltaUi 
Academica ; particularly to thofe papers under the titles 
of Oeofmma Natura^ and Vfus Mufcorum. I may per^ 
baps be allowed to refer alfo to a Memoir^ which I was in- 
duced to colled feme years ago on the Lichens alone^ 
which was printed in Ae Philofophical Tranfa^onsy voL 
50. On the ufes of the feme genus, may ^fo be con^ 
taitisdTentamenHi&oridt Ltchenuniy et prafertimPruJJicorun 
of Haoen, printed at JC?w;^^f, 1782. 8^*5 butaboi^ 
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When ivc confida: the minutenefs of the 
objed:s of his inveftigation, the accuracy of 
his defcriptionsy the critical examination 
and nice difcrimination of each ipecies, the 
labour and fkill die author has exhibited ia 
the fele<3ion of X^z fynonymay and the dif- 
pofition of them into chronological order^ 
which is a highly meritorious part of the 
plan, '* The Hiftory of Mojfes'' muft be 
confidered as a very extraordinary perform^ 
ance : and, notwithflanding any fubfequent 
imprpvements in the arrangement of fpecies, 
or in the reduftion of them in confequence 
of more perfcft obfervations, or even in the 
microfcopical difcoveries of Hebwig re-;- 
Ipefting the Genera^ Dillbnius's virork 
muft long be the bafis of knowledge in this 
part of nature, and muft remain with pof«- 
terity a& an almoft unexampled inftance of 
patience, ingenuity, and fcience, in the au* 
thor. This work, moreover, poiTcfles a fu- 
periori^ over eveiy other botanical publica*^ 

«}I, tke Memoires ccurmnis en Varmie tf^bsfiartAcadgmie. 
dgs SfUnces^ Belles Lettres et Arts de Lyensyfur rUtilififtes 
JJchens dans la Medicine et dans les JlrtSy par M. M. i^QF JM 

UAXSj AM0R«UXj5Zf, // WiLLEMET, I787. 8*. 

N 2 tioa 
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tion that I am acquainted with, in having 
a complete index of xhtjynonyma at length. 
An addition of the higheft utility in works 
of this kind ! and which rfiofe who are con- 
verfant ivith thewritings^f Linn:^us can- 
not but regret the want of, in the Species 
Plantarum. 

The whole impricflion of Dillenius's 
'* Moffes " was only 250 copies, of which 
50 were on imperial paper. The original 
edition having become dxlremely fcarcc*, 
an impreflion of the plates, with the names 
only annexed, was taken off in the year 
1768, arid publiihed by John Millan. I 
here remark, that this was the firft.book 
printed in England^ in which any of the 
Linnaan fpecific charafters were exhibited. 
Both the Flora Lapponica^ and the Hortus 
Cltffortianusy are quoted in this volume. 

• Pofterity will fcarcely believe, that at the time of the 
publication of this work, and during the life of the author, 
the demand for books of natural hittory was fo fmall in 
England^ that one guinea was drought a fufficient price 
for this book. At this period, ten is not, deemed too 
^uch ; and, not long fince, a copy, with the plates co- 
loored by DiLLfeNius himfel^ was fold for twenty gui- 
neas, or tipwards. 

There 
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There is little doubt that Dillenius 
intended to have profecuted the Fungujfes^ as 
he had done the Afojes^ and he appears to 
have had this defign in contemplation early 
after he came to England. In a letter, 
written in Dec. 1726, he informs his cor- 
refpondent, that " He wasbufy in painting 
^* Pungi^' and makes this employment an 
apology for not arifwering his letters in due 
time. We know that he corfefponded with 
Dr. Deering on this- fubjedt ;' who was 
himfelf well Ikilled in . the kraowkdge of 
thefe produftionSjs and had painted a great 
number, fbme of which he communicated 
to the Profcffor* 

I have been informed, that Dr. Dille- 
nius was of a corpulent habit of body : 
this circumftance, united to his clofe appli- 
cation to ftudy, probably tended to (hortcn 
his days. He was feized with an apoplexy 
in the laft week of March, 1 747 5 and died 
on the 2d of April, in the 60th year of his 
age. 

There i? a portrait of him in the pic- 
ture gallery, or fchool, at Oxford^ in which 
|ie is reprefented in the academical habit ^ 

N 3 witl^ 
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with this infcripfion — Jacobus DtLtEi^itrs, 
M^D. Botanices Profejfor primus^ in Acade^, 
mia Oxonienfii but I have never heard that 
any engraving wasmadc? from it *• 
^ I have never been able to acquire that 
information my curiofity hath promptedi 
mc to wifli for, relating to the domeftic 
character, habits, temper, and difpofitions 
of Dr. DiLLENius. Of thofc vvhom I 
have cohvcried with, who were his con- 
temporaries, I have learned, that he was 
modeA, temperate, and gentle in all his^ 
condudi ; that he was known to few who 
did not feek him \ and, as might be ex- 
peded, from the bent of his Audies, and 

♦ The drawings, ^ricd plants, printed boG||!cs and ma- 
liufcripts, &c. of DiLLENius, came into the hands of Dr, 
SeideI, as his executor, of whom Dr. Sibthorp pur- 
chafed them. Among thefe arc all the Brtfi/b Fungujfesy 
drawn and painted by Dillknius himfclf; befides ^ 
large colledtion of fuch non-defcript Fungty as were dif- 
iovercd fubfequent lo the publication of the Synd^. 
Some drawings alio of the more perfeA plants, done by 
DiLLENius, but manyof t^eoLunfuiifhed. Dillenius 
coloured fome copies of the Hortus Ehhamenjts binifelf ; 
one of which he prefented to the Bodleian library, (Prom 
information obligingly communicated by Dr^ ^ohn SiBTHoRP, 
ibe^rejint kamed Profe^or at O^ord)^ 

th« 
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the clofc application he gave to them^ that 
his habits were of the reclufe kind. If it 
be allowable to form any opinions of men 
from the perufal of their letters, fomc that 
I have feen, written by him, would fug^ 
geft, that he was naturally endowed with 
a placid difpofition, improved by a philo- 
fophical calmnefs of mind, which fecured 
him in a confiderable degree from the ef^ 
fed:s of the incidental evils of life. I will 
at leaft lay before the reader, in the note"*, 

* " For my litde time, I have met wth as many 

^ adverfities, and misfortunes, as any body ; which, by 
'^ the help of exercife, amufement, and reading fome of 
^ the Stoic philofophers, I have, overcome ; and am re- 
^^ folved that nothing (hall affii(ft me more. Many 
^ things here, as well as at my home, that hath happened 
*^ to me, would cut down almoft any body. But two 
^^ days ago I had a letter, acquainting me with a very 
** near relation's death, whom I was obliged to affift with 
^ money in his calamities, in order to fet him up again 
^^ in his bufinefe ; and now this is all gone, and there 
" is fomcthing more for me to pay, and which is not a 
^^ little for 172^; but it dpes not at all aiFe6t me. I rather 
'^ thank God that it is not worfe. This is only one, sOid 
^^ I have had harder ftrokes than this, and there lies (till 
^ fomc upon m?« Feb. 13, 1728." 

N 4 a tranfcript 
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a tranfcript from one of his letters, written 
to a friend, labouring under the preiTure of 
adverfe fortune; which feems to confirm 
this idea ^» 



- * If in the commemoratron of celebrated men, by die 
application of their oames to pew genera^ any copAp^tra- 
tive dignity, or fymbolical allufioa, was ever to be ob- 
fcrved, it became in the higheft degree decent, that to 
piLLENius (hould be appropriated one of the mofl: 
fplendid of the vegetable race* Linnjeus had unquef* 
tionably this analogy in view, when he gave to this illui^ 
trious botanift the Syalita of the " Malabar Garden ;'* a 
Polyandrous Tree^ diftinguiflicd for its beautiful large 
Hewers and fine fruit, and not lefs for its confiderable \x(t^ 
in medicinal and oeconomical purposes. 



c H A r. 



[ i85 3 



C H A p. 41^ 

pr, Richardfon — the cGrreffcndent of Sloane ani 

of Dillemus^— /J diligefa inveftigator of Englilh 
. plants— Communications to the Royal Society. 
Brewer— //^^ ajfftant of DiHeniusi in his Welch 

tour. 
l^arrifon—rfoV Herbarium of ^ooo fpecimens. 
^ole — ancther ajjijiant and correjfondent of DiU 

lenius — makes a colleS^idn of EngjliQi plants^ 

and bums it. 

RICHARD so N» 

AMONG thofe whom Dillenius 
has recorded in the preface to the 
third edition pf Ray's Synopjis^ and in his 
HiftoriaMvfifQrum^ as having amplified Eng^ 
lijh botariy, the names of the Sherards, 
and of Dr. RicuARDSpN, obtain a fuperior 
diftindlion . The merit ofDr.RiCHARp- 
SQN»bQth from his undoubted fkill in thefci- 
encc, and his well known patronage of thofe 
who cheriihed it, demand a more particular 
^gQipempration than I am able to give; 

iince 
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iince I api unacquainted with any further 
circumftances relating to hint, than that he 
was educated a jphyfician^ and lived at North 
Bierly^ in Yorkjhire. There he refided upon 
liis.ownieftate, which was ample enough to 
fender the pradkice of phyfic totally unne- 
ccflary to his well-beings from any lucra- 
tive views. He had travelled into various 
parts of Englandy for the inveftigation of 
plants, and had been fuccefsful in his tour 
into Walesy having more cfpecially made 
difcoveries in the Cryptogamia clafs. His 
garden was well ftored with exotics, and 
with a curious colledion of Englijh plants. 
He was happily fituated to favour his pof- 
fcffion of the latter, with which his ftore 
was rcplenifhed from time to time by the 
^S\^znct <^ Samuel Brewer, and Thomas 
Knowlton, both inftanccs of ftrong at- 
tachment to botanical purfuits, and both 
refident in the fame county. 

Dr. Richardson lived in intimacy and 
correfpondcnce with Sir iJa^x Sloans, Dr. 
DiLLENius, and other celebrated Sotanifts 
of his time. I do not find that he pub- 
Ufhed on his favourite amufcmept i but hi« 

name 
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name occurs in the PhthfophtcanCranfac^ 
tions^ as author of theibllowing papers. 

On fubtcrraneous Trees, or Foffil Wood, 
found at Youle^ near York. Vol. xix. p, 
526. 

Obfervatlons in Natural Hiftory in Tork^ 
Jhire. A Boy who lived to feventeen years 
of age, without any Secretion of Urine, in 
whom Nature fupplied this deficiency by A 
conftant Diarrhoea. On the Trouts of the 
Welch Lakes ; on the Ermine ; the Nut- 
hatch ; and the Regulus Crijiatus ^ the He^ 
lix Pomatia. Vol. xxviii. p. 167. 

A Relation of the Fall of a Water Spout 
InLancaJhire, which tore up the ground fe-^ 
ven feet deep, formed a deep gulph near half' 
a mile in length, and deftroyed the furface 
often acres of land. VoL xxx. p. 1097* 

A Letter from Dr. Richard Richard* 
SON, F. R. S. to Sir Hans Sloane^ Bart. ^ 
concerning the Voracioufnefs of the Squilla 
uiqua dulcis in deftroying the youfag Fiy of 
Carp and Tench in Ponds. VoL xxxviii. 

P- 331- 

A Cafe from Mr. William Wright^ Sur-^ 

geoa of Bradford, concerning a large Piece 

of 
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' of the Thigh Bone (5I inches long) taken 
outr and its place fupplied by a Callus. 

Dn Richardson died at an advanced 
age^ about the year 1740. 

B R E w E R. 

I reluiflantly pafs over the na^mes of many 
others, mentioned in the Synop^s^ whofe 
fcrviccs, although they were not writers on 
the fubjed, might juftly call for refpedtful 
notice : but, not being able to produce any 
fatisfadlory or interefting anecdotes relating 
to them, I mult content myfelf with refer- 
ring the reader to a lift of them, colledled 
with no fniall pains, by the prefent Profcf- 
fbr of Botany at Cambridge j and publifhed 
ii) the Preface to his Fknta Cantabrigien^ 

- Having however mentioned the name of 
Samuel Brewer, his connexion with DiLr 
LENius will not allow me to refufe a pro- 
per tribute to his memory; fmce his paffion 
for Englijh botany, and his fkill and affi- 
iluity, enabled him to afford Angular affiftr 
ance to the Profeflbr, particularly in the 
^ fubjeds^ for his '' Uifiory o£ Mofes y' as iii 
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fome inftances he had done in the Synop-* 
Jisy for the plants of Mendip and Cbedder 
Rocks. . 

He was . ^originally of Trowbridge, in 
Wiks, in which county he had a fmall 
cftate. He was engaged at one time in the 
woollen manufadory of that place j but, I 
believe, proved iinfuccefsful in bufineis/ 
He' attended Dillenius into Wales ^ An-^ 
glefeyy and the Ijle of Man, in the fummer 
of 1726; and afterwards remained the win- 
ter, and the greater part of the next year, 
in that country; making his refidence at 
Bangor, and taking his excurfions to Snow-' 
don and elfcwhere, often accompanied by 
the Rev. Mr. Green, and Mr. William 
Jones. While in Wales, it was intended 
that he fhould have gone over to Ireland^ 
to make a botanical tQur through that 
kingdom; but that expedition never took 
place. So long a refidence gave him an op- 
portunity not only of feeing the beauties of 
fummer plants, but of collefting the Cryp- 
togamia in winter, when they flourifti moft. 
Here he received inftruftions from tlie Pro- 
feiTor, colle<3:ed f[)ecimens. of every thing. 

rare. 
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rare^ or unknown to him befere, and ient 
them to DiLL£Nius» to determine the ipe- 
cies> and fix the names. I have ieen a ca- 
talogue of more than two hundred plants^ 
many of which were ill afcertained before, 
all fent at one time^ with the references to 
the Synopjis afiixed by Dillenius. This 
journey appears to have been deiigned to 
promote the ^* Appendix to the Syriopfo.** 

In 1728, Mr. JBrewer went into Tork^ 
Jhire, and refided^ I believe, the remainder 
of his days at Bradford^ ill that county, in 
the neighbourhood of Dr. Richardson, 
by whofe beneficence he was affifted in 
various ways. After his retirement into 
Torkjloire^ he meditated, and nearly finiflied, 
a work which was to have borne the title of 
" The Botanical Guide ;" but it never ap- 
peared. I cannot determine the time of 
his deceafe^ but am afTured he was living ia 
the year 1742. 

HARRISON. 

At a fbmewhat later period, we find the 

Btme of Thomas Harrison, a tradefinan 

tXMancbeJier^ vAio fumifhed Dillenius 
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with fpecimcns for his hiftory. In his 
yojanger years; he had colk(!ied a large Her^ 
barium. I have been informed by one who 
infpcded it ia the year 1762, that it con- 
tained^ at. that time, near 4000 fpecimcns, 
injpludiug both exotic and indigenous plants. 
Among the latter, the Ftlices were the 
jnoft complete part ; the other Cryptogamia 
bfeing but few, and the coUeftion in general 
not rich in Britijh fpecies. In order to 
accommodate the fpecimens to the largcfi: 
fized paper, luxuriant plants of the fmallei; 
kinds had been chofen; a circumftanoc 
difadvantageous to the diftindions of fuch 
plants* 

Mn Harrison's Herbarium hath, I be- 
lieve, fince been purchafed, at a confider- 
able price, and is depofited in the Mancbef-* 
ter library. 

COLE. 

Mr. Thomas Cole, another of the corre- 
fpondents of DiLLENius, was a diflenting 
minifter at Gloucejier^ of whom \ have heard 
the following anecdote : That he had col- 
ledled an Herbarium, which, in a flight of 
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jreligious :itdl, and repentance, at having 
roifpent his time in accumalating, he com- 
mitted to the flames. Mr. Cots certainly 
forgot, at that moment, that the key to 
ufeful fcience is the knowledge of things. 
To colledt the produdtions of nature, in 
order to admire and contemplate in his 
works the great Author of all, is in itfelf 
fiirely not only innocent, hut laudable; and^ 
, when the view is extended to the utility of 
man, ftill more meritorious. If the fight 
of Mr. Cole's colleftio'n might teach but 
one pealant'todiftinguifli that plant, which 
could alleviate his own, or the afflidtion of 
his neighbour, or his friend, furely it had 
^ot been made in vain. 
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Kijs of Botany in Ireland — Boate — Heaton — 

Silliard — Molyneu» — Llhwyd and Sherard, 

all 'prior to Threlkeld. 
Memoirs of Threlkeld — His Synopfis Stifpium 

Hibernicarum — An account of that work-^ 

Ireland not fufficiently examined. ■ 
KcoghV Herbal— SmitWs County Hiftories. 

IRISH BOTANY. 

THE LAND: has been fo little diftin- 
guiflied for the produdlion of writers 
on the fubjedl of thefe Iketches, that it has 
not been in my power, till this late period, 
to introduce to the reader's notice, any pro* 
feffed work on the Flora of that kingdom. 
The diftradted ftate of the country, during 
a great 'part of the laft century, had doubt- 
lefs no fmall fhafe in retarding the progrefs 
of learning and fcience among the. /r^. It 
does not appear, that, until the middle of 
that period, any enquiries had been made 
^ven into the natural hiftory of the country 
in general. 

Vol. IL O Gerard 
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Gerard Boate, a Dutch phyfician, be- 
gan ** Ireland*^ Natural Hiftory," which 
was publiflied by Samuel Hartlib in 
1652, I2\ Of this the loth, nth, and 
12th chapters treat on Agriculture. But 
the fecond part of the work, in which the 
author intended to have given the Vegeta- 
bles, was never publiflied j if indeed it was 
ever written* 

There is a Mr. Zanche Silhard, an 
apothecary of Dublin^ mentioned by Par- 
kinson, who feems to have poffefled fome 
botanical knowledge. But the earlieft in- 
telligence that I can find of any real bota- 
nift, a native oilrelandy is of a Mr. Hea-^ 
TON, a divine, who lived at Dublin. \ 
cannot colle<5t any anecdotes of him ; but 
I find his name attached, as the firft difco- 
vercr, to many plants in How's Phytologia, 
and to fome in Merrett's Pmax; and, 
from the number and rarity of the fubjefts 
recorded, he muft have been a perfon of 
coniiderable knowledge in his way. It 
appears from the fame authorities, that he 
had been much in England, having pointed 
cut the natural places of many rare plaoyts 

of 
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©f this country. He is thought to have 
left a manufcript on the fubjett, which it 
is conjeftured was written about the year 
1641, and from which Th.relkeld took 
the Iri/h names of plants^ who fays, they 
were much more copious and exad: than he 
could colled: from any living authority. In 
the number of plants, it greatly exceeds any 
lift we have extant of the old Britijh names^ 
or of thofe in the Erfe tongue^ among the 
Highlanders. 

Towards the latter end of the Century^ 
fome information was received relating to 
the natural hiftofy of Ireland, from the tour 
of Dr. Llhwyd, as recorded in the Philor 
Jopbical TranfaSlions ; and Dr. William She- 
RARD, on bis vifits to ^\t Arthur KAVf^ 
DON, at Moyra, noticed many of the rare 
plants of that region. 

St^n after this time, the eftablifhment of 
the Philofofhical Society at Dublin contri- 
buted to advance, among other fciences^ " 
4[hat of natural hiftory 5 and, of thofe who 
^xefted* thcmfelves to promote theie pur- 
^fui«s, were the two brothers. Dr. ^/A 
^am and Dr. Thomas Molyneux. Thei/ 
' O 2 papers 
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papers are numerous, and are extant in the 
Pbilofopbical TranfaSiions. 

Dr. Thomas Molyneux was profeflbr of 
phyfic in the univerfity oi Dublin^ and phy- 
fician to the ftate, and to the army. About 
the beginning of this century, he drew up 
fome account of the fpontaneous vegetables 
oi Ireland', which evidence, that he had 
applied to the ftudy in a fcientific manner. 

He communicated his papers to Dr. 
Threlkeld, who incorporated fome of 
them into the body of his Synopfis^ and 
placed the remainder at the end. Of Dr. 
Threlkeld I now proceed to give fome 
account. 

threlkeld. 

Caleb Threlkeld, the author of the 
firft treatife on the plants of Irelandy was 
born the 31ft of May, 1676, at Keiberg^ 
in the parifh of Kirkojwald^ in Cumberland. 
In the year 1698, he commenced mailer of 
arts in the univerfity of Glq/gow, and fooa 
after fettled at Low Huddlefceugb, near the 
place of his birth, in the charadcr of a 
diiienting minifter. He had acquired a 

taftc 
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tafte for botany and phyfic during his re-* 
iidence at Glafgow ; and continued to make 
a confiderable progrefs in thefe ftudies, in- 
fomuch, that, in 171 2, he took a doctor's 
degree in phyfic at Edinburgh ^ and the 
next fpring, having a ftraight income, and 
a large family, he removed to Dublin^ and 
fettled there in the united character of the 
,divine, and phyfician^ Finding himfelf like* 
ly to fucceed, in little more than a year, he 
fent for his family, confifting of a wife, 
three fons, and three daughters. His prac- 
tice as a phyfician, foon increafed, fo far a3 
to enable him to drop his other charafter 
entirely, and devote himfelf wholly to phy^ 
fie. In 1727, he publifhed his ** Synopsis 
Stirpium Hibernicarum j" and died, 
after a fliort ficknefs, of a violent fever, at 
his houfe in Mark's Alley ^ Frances Street, 
April 28, 1728 ; and was buried in the new 
burial ground belonging to St. Patrick's, 
near Cavan Street ; to which place his obs? 
fequies were attended by a fet of children, 
educated by a fociety of gentlemen, to which 
inftitution he had afted as phyfician. And 
my meaiorialift adds, that he was much re- 
O 3 gritted 
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grettcd by the poor, to whom he had bceu, 
both as a man^ and as a phyOcian, a kind 
4>enefa£tor. 

It does not appear that Dr.THREi.KEL0 
publifhqd any other work than the follow-^ 
ing, though he meditated a general hiftory 
of plants : 

^ Synopsis Stirpium Hibernica- 
*• RUM, alphabetic} dijpofitarumi Jive^ Com-^ 
** mentatio de Plantis indigents, praferfim 
'^ Dublinenfibus infiituta. Being a fhort 
'* Trcatifc of Native Plants, efpecially fuch 
'* as grow fpontaneoufly in the vicinity of, 
** Dublin I with their Latin ^ Englijh, and 
** Irijh Names, and an Abridgment of their 
^* Virtues ; with feveral new Difcoveries. 
** With an Appendix of Obfervatiops made 
^* upon Plants, by Dr. Molyneux, Phy- 
•^ fician to the State in Ireland. The firft 
^\ Eflay of the Kind in the Kingdom of 
•* Ireland. AuSioreCALi&BTuKEhKELi), 
^ M,D, Dublin, ijiyr 2^\ pp. 262. 

The author, after a dedication to the 
Archbifhop of jirmagh^ and a preface, 
vhich, though written in a quaint ftile, 
proves him to have been a man of fome 
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-erudition in the fcience, enumcf ates all the 
plants he had obferved in the environs of 
Dublin^ and of all fuch as he had gained 
authentic intdligente, from other parts of 
the kingdom. He gives^ firft, the old La^ 
tin names, generally from Cafpar Bai;* 
fine's Pinax I then the Eng/(/h namei 
and afterwards the Irijh ^ fubjoining fome 
account of the quality of the plant, and its 
life in medicine^ and ceconomy. 

He has moreover interfperfed fome curi- 
ous obfervations : to inftance, under the 
Betu/a, or Birch Tree, he fays, '' The Iri/b 
^^ grammarians, remark, that all the names 
^* of the /r^ letters, are names of trees^.*' 

Under BraJJica^ he obferves, ^* That the 
*^ word is only the Celtic Fraijfeagb put 
** into a hatin termination ; the Latin be- 
*^ ing no other than the Celtic language 
•* cloathed with the .flEolic dialed:, as Eng^ 
** lijh is the Saxon or Dutch language 
** cloathed with Normandy French^ as all 
'* antiquaries will allow/V 

It is obfervable, that Threlkeld no- 
tices the good efFeds of the Lythrum Sa^ 
Hcaria, in a dyfentery: a fimple iince his 
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time fo ftrongly rccomtncndol by De 
Haen * in the fame diforder ; and in ob- 
flinate diarrhoeas. He alfo fpeaks in high 
terms, and from his own experience, of 
the powers ufually attributed to the Meny^ 
anthes trifoliatay or Bog-bean. He quotes 
from Dr. Vaughan a cafe of the fatal ef- 
fe(ft of the Mackenbay, or Euphorbia Hy- 
b^rna. Dr. Molyneux has obferved, that 
the Genijia fpinofa^ or Whins (Ulex euror 
peus Lin.) although common in other 
parts of Irelandy is not feen in the pro- 
vince of Connaught. A lingular fa(5l, if the 
obfervation be fufliciently accurate. 

In the Appendix y printed from the papers 
of Dr. Molyneux, the reader meets with 
feveral curious obfervations. Among others, 
an inftance of the efFeds of the root$ of 
common Henbane upon feveral perfons, who 
having eaten them inftead of ikirrets, were 
affeded with vertiginous fyipptoms, and 
in one cafe 2l frenzy enfued, which held the 
perfon two or three days. The work con- 
cludes with the Inde;c of Irifh names of 

f See ^ionis Ated^ndt^ vol. i. p. J126. 357. 
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plants, from the manufcrlpt fuppofed to 
have been written, as heretofore obferved, 
by Mr- Heaton^ 

Threlkeld's Flora is not rich in the 
number of plants, fince it does, not contaia 
more than 535 fpecies. The author ap- 
pears to have been better acquainted with 
the hiftory of plants than with plants them- 
felves ; and iecms not to have ftudied bota* 
ny in a fyftematic way, as may be inferred 
from his ftri^lures on the third edition of 
Ray*s Synopjis, noticed under the article 

DiLLENIUS. 

K E O G H. 

" Botanolqgia Univerfalis Hibernica ; or, A 
^* General Irijh Herbal, calculated for thig 
'* Kingdom ; giving an Account of the 
*' Herbs, Shrubs, and Trees, naturally pro-f 
** duced therein, in Englifti^ Irijh y and La^ 
*^ tin ; with a true Defcription of them, 
'^ and their Medicinal Virtues and Qualities. 
*' By John K:eogh, A^B. Chaplain to the 
>' Right Hon. the Lord Kin^hn. Corke^ 

Not 
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Not having fecn this work, I cannot give 
the reader any further information relating 
to it. 

smith's histories. 

In die County Hijiories oilr eland j publifli<r 
cd under the dircdion of the Phyfico-hif- 
torical Society oi Dublin by Charles Smith, 
we meet with catalogues of the rare plants 
in each diftridt. Thefe lifts, however, not 
being drawn up with fufficient knowledge of 
the fubje<a, want that authenticity, which 
the critical botanift would expert, and 
have not greatly enlarged the botany of 
Ireland^ 

In that of." The antient and prcfcnt State 
** of the County* of D(?T£>;7," 1744, 8% the 
author fpeaks of the Sa^in as indigenous— 
a privilege which will fcarcely be allowed 
to it in that kingdom 5 although Dr, Mo- 
jLYNEUx, and after him Threlkeld, had 
recorded it. When it is recolledtcd for what 
nefarious purpofes it was originally intro- 
duced into many gardens, it may readily be 
conjectured to be the perpetuated offspring 
% of 
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of original culture, in a favourable fitua^ 
tion. 

In that of The Cownty oi Waterford;^ 
many very common plants, and a confider* 
able number of the marine fpecies. There 
occurs alfo a cafe, confirming the 'poifonous 
quality of the Hemlock Dropwort. 
' In that of '« The County of Cork;' 1750, 
2 vols. 8% feveral of the Alpine^ and oth« 
rare plants, occur ; fuch are the Dryas oc^ 
topetaky SeJum dafyphyllum, Euphorhia hy-^ 
berna: but v^hat will the critical botanift 
fay, when he fees in this lift the Androfa^ 
mum Afcyron ! 

Ireland may with reafon be proud to 
enumerate, among its choice productions of 
Flordy X\i^ Arbutus oi Killarney -y neverthe- 
lefs, its right as an aboriginal, is with 
great probability of truth c6ntefted by Mr. 
Smith, in his ** Hiftory of the County of 
^ Kerry,'' 1756, 8** ; in which he confiders 
it as having been introduced by the Monks 
of St. Finnian^ wno founded the abbey ia 
the fixth century. 

I conclude my remarks on Irijh botany 
ysrith obferving, that the varied clime, the 
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different fitc of the country throughout 
Ireland*^ its mountains^ lakes^ creeks, and 
moors, unqueftionably afford fcope to a 
great variety of vtgetables i and the poverty 
cf Threlk5I.d's Flora has left a rich 
harveff to the Irijh botanift : for, notwith-- 
{landing the confiderablp time elapfed iince 
the publication of his book, a^d the lauda* 
ble attempts of the Dublin Society^ I know 
not that Ireland has fince been examined 
by any perfon of acknowledged abilities in 
the fcience. What might not fuch an ad- 
venturer exped:, from a country, which 
nurtures on its mountains the Andromeda 
Dabcecia^ the Dry as .o£lopetala^ and the 
Saxifraga umbrofa of xhQ Alps ^ and, on 
the borders of its enchanting lakes, the^r- 
butusUnedo of Greece. 
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Martyn — Memoirs If— With Dillenius eftahlijbei 
a botanical fociety in London — Chojen Fellow of 
the Royal Society, andProfeJfor ofBotawy at Cam« 
jbridge — Reads leSlures on the Materia Medica 
'-'Pre/ents his botanical library and Herbarium 
to the Univerjity — JVritings — Tabulae Synopti- 
cae — Methodus Plantarum — Decades quinquc 
'^TranJlationfromTourncfort'^His Virgil. 

MARTYN. 

AT the dawn of learning, the feeds of 
botany had been firft fown in Eng^ 
/and, by Dr. Turner, at Cambridge. They 
can fcarcely, however, be faid to have ger- 
minated, until a century afterwards, under 
the foftering care of Mr. Ray. By his 
cultivation, they took root, although not 
invigorated by public fupport. In the mean 
time, through the munificence of the Earl 
of Dan BY, Oxford experienced the benefit 
of a public inftitution in aid of this fcience,. 
and botany flourifhed under the care of Mo- 

RISOK« 
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RisoN. After his time, to the. eftabli(h« 
mentofDiLLENius, itlanguifticd; no pub- 
lication marked its progrefs ; and its hiftory 
^t Oxford is void of interefting fa<fts. Nearly 
the fame languor prevailed after the time of 
Mr. Ray ztCamiridge, and botany attained 
no ftrength till the time of Dr. Martyn, 
who, under the patronage of the univerfity, 
gave the firfl: public ledlure in that depart- 
ment, in the year 1727* 

Of this learned botanift, I am now, in 
the order of time, to prefent the readc^r with 
fome account : and here I find myfelf agree- 
ably anticipated by the relation of his life 
and writings, prefixed to his ** Diflertations 
on the^Eneids of Virgil,'' printed in 1770, 
1 2% and drawn up by his moft refpe6lable 
fon, and fucceflbr in the profeflbrlhip ; with 
whofe friendfliip and correfpondence, I have 
on this occafion a fincere pleafure in ac- 
knowledging, I have long been honoured. 
Hence I fhall briefly recite from thefe anec- 
dotes, only the leading circumftances in tht 
iifeof Dr. Martyn, as connected with his 
profefTorial chara<5ler ; and Conclude with a 
fhort account of his botanical writings. 

Join 
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yobn Martyn was born in the city of 
London, Sept. 12, 1699, and was defigncd 
by his father for the profeffion of a mer-i^ 
chant ; but his early and ftrong propenfity 
to learning and fcicncc, in the end over-ruled 
that defign. He had from his youth an 
attachment to botany; and this tafte was 
further excited by his acquaintance with 
Mr. WiLMER, afterwards demonftrator at 
Chelfea Garden ; and confirmed by an inti-* 
macy with, and the countenance of. Dr. 
Sherard, in the year 1719. In the year 
1720, he tranflated from the French, Dr. 
Tournefort's " Hiftory of the Plants 
** growing about Farts ;" and having pro- 
jedled a like catalogue of the plants about 
London^ he coUefted, with unwearied dili- 
gence, the native plants of the environs^; 
making for this purpofe fometimes very ex- 
tcnfive excurfions, and almoft ever on foot* 
He had once conceived a fcheme for form- 
ing a method from the Seed-leaves, and had 
fowna great number of feeds in ordci* to 
obferve the difference between them. He 
early became acquainted with Dillenius, 
and co-operated with him, in forming a fo-** 
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cktyof botanifts, which confiftcd of feven* 
tccn members. This fociety kept together 
till the year 1 726. He continued, during the 
years 1723 and 1724, to make his excur- 
fions in fearch of plants more frequent, and 
extended them farther, into Middlefexj Sur^ 
reyy EJfex, and Kent. At the fame time he 
ftudied Infefts, continued his obfervations 
on the Seed-leaves, and made many others 
on the Sexes of Plants. He had, feveral 
years before this time, tranflated from the 
LatiUy an ode on that fubje<ft, prcfented to 
Camerarius, and printed in that Author's 
epiftle De Sexu Plantarum. The tranflation 
may be feen in Blair's *' Botanic Eflays.'* 

In the fummer of 1724, he travelled into 
WaleSf by Bath and Brijioly returning by 
Hereford^ Worcejier^ and Oxford ^y by which 
he extended the objeds of his ftudies, and 
augmented his colled;ion oiEnglijh plants; 
infomuch, that at length it comprehended 
JI400 fpecimcns. "^ 

In 1725 and 1726, he read ledures in 
botany in London^ and was recommended 
by Dr. Sherard and Sir Hans Sloanb 
to exercife the fame fundion at Cambridge i 

where. 
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t^liere, on the death of Br adleYj he was 
chofen ProfefTor of Botany; and continued 
to give ledures for feveral years, until the 
want of a garden, and his long abfence 
from the bufinefs of phyfic, which he had 
engaged in> rendered it incommodious to 
him. 

In 1727, Dr. JVfARTVN was admitted a 
member of the Royal Society ^ and wa§ fa 
active in the committee for regulating the 
library and mufeum, in 173 li that he had 
his bond for annual payment cancelled by 
an order of council^ as an acknowledgment 
6f his fervices. 

In 1730, he was admitted of Bmanuel 
College, with an intention to have pro- 
ceeded regularly with the degrees in phyfic^ 
but his marriage, and his attention to the 
|>radice of the profeffion, preveritedf him 
from finifhing his defign. In the mean 
time, he read ledures in Botany and the' 
Materia Medica^ both at Cambridge and in 
London f in theyqars ij'^^^ and 1731^ tii 
the beginning of the year 1733, he was 
cle£ted Profeflbr of Botany by the unani- 
mous voice of the univerfity. 

Vol. II. P Dr. 
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Dr, Martyn had pradifcd phyfic for 
three years in the city, bat on account of an 
afthmatic complaint, removed in the year 
1730 to Cbelfea\ where he continued the 
^xercife of that profefllon, until his retire- 
ment to Streatham^ in 1752* In 1 761, he 
rcfigned his profefforfliip; and foon after, in 
gratitude for the favour of having chofen 
him, and his fon after him, to this poft, he 
prcfcnted to the univerfity his botanical li- 
brary, confifting of upwards of 200 vo- 
lumes ; his Hortus Siccus of Exotics^ con- 
taining 2600 fpecimens; near 250 drawings 
of Fungi I his coUedtion of Seeds, and Seed 
Veflels ; and his Materia Medica. 

He removed to Chelfea about a year be- 
fore his death 5 which event took place on 
the 29th of January, 1768. 

The Profeflbr was the author of the fol- 
lowing publications : 

TABUL-ffi Synopticje Plantarum Offi^ 
cinalium ad Methodum Raianam di/po/ita^ 
1726; fol. pp. 2a. D^idicated to Sir Ham 
Sloane. 

Methodus Pt, ant arum circa Canta-^ 
brigiam nafcentium. ^T^J* ^^t*. pp. 132. 

Thi% 
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This is Mr, Ra Y*8 Alphabetical Catdogue^ 
reduced to the order of his lyftem, with the 
generic charafkcrs taken from Ray's Me^ 
tbodus emmdata et auSla^ from Vail l ant, 
DiLLENius, ScHEUCHZEit, and others, 
much improved and correiSed by Mr. Mar- 
tyjn's own obfervations. AH the plants 
of Mr. Ray's tvro jlppendices^ of 1663 and 
1685, now become extremely rare, amount- 
ing to 84 fpecies, are inferted in this ma-* 
nual, which was printed for the ufe of his 
pupils, on his firft reading leisures at Cam-*' 
bridge . A iheet and an half of a new edition, 
containing more than 1 5o-fpecies, not con- 
tained in Ray's Catalogue, was printed as 
part of a new edition ; but it was not car- 
ried farther : thefe were. Submarine Plants^ 
Fungufes^ Mefes^ Capillaries^ Apetalous and 
Juliferous Plants. And, as the genius of 
Ray ftill continued to animate his fuccef- 
fors, the Cambridge Flora has fince been 
-much augmented and improved, not only 
by the Ikill and affiduity of the prcfent 
Profeflbr, and the labours of the kte Mr. 
Lyons, but more recently ftill, by the 

P z diligent 
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diligent reiearches and accurate difcrimina- 
tions of the Rev. Mr. Relhan. 

HisTORiA Plantarum rariorum 
Decades quinque. FoL max. 1728— 1732. 
This was the mofl fumptuous and magni- 
iicent work of the kind, that had ever been 
attempted in England. It was dedicated 
to the Royal Society, and was defigned to 
contain fuch curious plants, as had not been 
figured before, in their natural fize and co- 
lours ; with the defcriptions, and the cul- 
ture apd ufes. The extraordinary expencc 
of this work prevented its progrcfs. The 
plates were mezzotinto, and printed in pro- 
per colours. Thefe Decads, among many 
other rarities, contain feveral Gerania^ the 
Milleriay Martynia^ Gronovia, Turnera, fi>- 
veral PaJJijlora^ Cajice^ and many North- 
American plants. 

In 1729, having entertained a d^fign of 
reading a courfe of ledures zXOxford^ he pub- 
liflied '* The firft Lcfture of a Courfc of Bo- 
*^ tany, being an Introduction to the reft." 
8\ 1729. pp.24, tab. 84. Itisanexplaca- 
tion of the technical terms of the fci€ace« 

In 
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In the year 1720, Dr.MARTYN, as hath 
been obfervpd, had made a Tranflation of 
Tournefort's ** Hiftory of Plants about 
'* Faris ;" and at the fame tinie meditated 
a Catalogue of thofe of the environs of 
London. The latter was never finifhed; nor 
was the Tranflation publiflied, till twelve 
years afterwards, when it appeared under 
the following title: ** Tournefort's Hif- 
" tory of Plants growing about Pi^w,. with 
" their Ufes in Phyfic; and a Mechanical 
♦* Account of the Operation of Medicines. 
** Tranflated into Englijh^ with, many Ad- 
'* ditions, and accommodated to the Plants 
" growing in Great Britain.^* In 2 vols. 
%\ 1732. 

. ^* The Six Alphabets '* of Tour i^e fort 
are reduced into one; all the ufeful obfer- 
vations, both from the edition which came 
out by the united care of Shprard and 
BoERHAAVE, ajid from that which was 
publifhed hy Bernard de ]vssieu, are ex- 
traded. The Tranflator added alfo the ^ 
Bnglifh name§, apd the places where the 
plants grow in England^ He difpofed the 
Mojfes according to Dij-leniuj's mcthodi 

P 3 and 
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and the Mujhrooms and Capillary Plants^ 
after a new method of his own. 

Of the papers publiihed by Dr, Mar- 
ty n, in the Philofophical Tranfa^ions^ the 
following have relation to the fubjeft of this 
work. 

Rare Plants otferved in a Journey into 
the Peak oiDerbyJhire. N* 407 / VoL xxxvi, 
p. 22 and 28 • In this pap^r, the Author 
has taken occafion to feparate the Lac-^ 
tuca fyhejiris murorum fiore luteo of Bau^' 
HiNE aqd Ray from that genus, and gives 
it the name of Scariola. L i n k ^^ u s j uftifies 
the diftinftion, but calls the gcnMsP/jrenm-i 
thes. 

An Account of a new Species ofRungus, 
N* 475, VoL xliii, p, 263 ; with a Figure, 
Dr. Mart'yn clalTed this fingular pro* 
duftion among the Baktt\ He takes th« 
opportunity, in this paper, of e;jchibitipg a' 
Synoptical Table of his diftribution of the 
whole order of Fungi : of which it is fuffi-»' 
cient to fay, that it does not matiBrially dif-^' 
fer from that of Dillenius, The figure 
was copied in Blackstosz*s Specimen Boy^ 
ffnicumi dxx^ ^^ Fungus hzs b^^n confi-*- . 

dcrcd 
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dcred by the author 6f the Flora Anglican 
as a variety of the Clan) aria Hypoxylon Lin. 

A Remark cooccrning the Sex of Holly. 
Vol. xlviii, p. 6i3» Dr. Martyn firft 
obferved the. Holly, Tree to be Dioecious^ ia 
his own garden at Streatbam^ in Surry. . Dr* 
Watson, Mr. Miller, and fubfequent 
botanifts, not only found his obfervations 
true, but difcovered, that, the fame trees 
bore alfo hermaphrodite flowo-s* This oc- 
cafipned the removal of it, in the Flora An^ 
glica^ to the clafs JPolygamia. But p.s. it does 
not appear that the remaining fpecies of thfc 
Jleoc 2ixe, fubjed; to the fame change, the 
genus ftands in thewprks of LiNN-asus in 
the Tetrtmdrous clafs as before. 

It is not without the ftrifteft juftice that 
the term indefatigable is applied to this 
learned nian. His avocations from bufinefs 
were wholly devoted to the caufe of litera- 
ture, which he contributed to fcrvc in va- 
rious ways. The nuftierous works he was 
engaged in, and the variety of his manufcript 
remains, amply teftify this truth. At one 
time he was concerned in a periodical pa- 
per. He was a coadjutor with Mr.EAMEs, 

P4 in 
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in abridgiog the Pkilofophical UranfaSlionsi 
and was employed in writing the firft three 
volumes of the ^^ General Di<5tionary," ii» 
which the lives of Belldniub, Boccone, 
and Brunsfelsius, were written by him. 
He tranflatcd Boerhaave's ^^ Treatife on 
f* the Powers of Medicine ;" Harris's 
^* Treatife on the Acute Difeafes of Infants ;" 
and, jointly with Mr. Chambers, gave, in 
5 volumes in oiJlavo, in 1742, a Tranflation, 
or rather an ** Abridgment of Philofophical 
^* Papers, from the Memoirs of the Rojral 
^* Academy pf Sciences at Parts. '^ 

DnMARTYN was the author of thir- 
teen papers, prinjted in the Philofophical 
^ranfaSiions. JHis Tranflation of the Geor^ 
gics and -Bwc^/riTj' of Virgil, with his notes 
upon this his favourite poet, hath extended 
his fkmc among the learned qf all nations. 
To the claffical reader in general, they af-r 
ford ample fatisfedlion ; but to thofe who 
join to fuch elegant enjoyment, a knowledge 
of the learned Editor's favourite fciencc, 
thefe volumes muft afibrd a gratification^^ 
which they will in vain feek for clfewhere, 
iii$ gr^at knowledge both of antient ^nd mo-i 

tJern 
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dcrn fciencc, relating to plants, enabled him 
to appropriate the • modem appellations, 
with a degree of judgment, that has been 
highly approved of by thofe who know the 
difficulty of the undertaking, under that 
almoft total want of fpecific diftindlion, 
which occurs in the writings of the an* 
cients. 

In the year 1 7 37, our Author entered 
into correfpondence with Linn-^eus, It 
is one of thofe notices that can only oc-r 
cur to a lover of fimilar ftudies, that he 
was, if npt th^ firft, at Jeaft one of the 
carlieft Englijh writers, who announced 
the northern genius to the BritiJIo reader. 
This was done by the Profeflbr*s extraft 
from the Flora Lapponica^ printed in the 
edition of the Georgics in 1741. It was 
fome years afterwards, before the fyftem of 
the Swede made any progrefs in England. 

I ihall only remark further, that befides 
the pbligations which literature in general 
owes to this learned ProfeiTor, that which 
I call more ftridtly Englijh botany, received 
confiderable augmentation from his labours} 
particularly froni his methodizing ** The 

** Cambridge 



ai8 C H A P T E R 43. 

** Cambridge Catalogue" of Mr. Ray, and 
from the additions he made to his Tranfla* 
tion of Tournefort's book *• 

* The name of Martynia was given to a fine plant 
of the (econd order in the Didynamoui clafs, by Dr^ 
Houston, who difcovered it on the continent of Jme* 
rica. It is well known at prefent as an ornament (q 
the Englijh ftoves. 
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CHAP. 44. 

Catelby— Afow^/>j of— His ftrong attachment t9 
natural bifiory — Refides jirft in Virginia jtw^? 
years— and^ encouraged afterwards by Sir Hans 
Sloane and others^ returns to America — NatU'^ 
rfil hijiory of Carolina — On birds of;paJfage. 

C A T E S B Y* 

ALTHOUGH the ingenious author, 
whom I commemorate in this chap«. 
ter, does not ftridly rank among the im-- 
provers of indigenous botany ; yet I cannot 
pafs over in filence, a man, to whom the 
fciencc owes one of its moft elegant, and 
fuperb productions. Mr. Mark Catesby 
was, I believe, one of thofe men, whom a 
paffion for natural hiftory very early al- 
lured from the interefting purfuits of life; 
and it led him at length to crofs the Atlan^ 
tic^ that he might read the volume of na- 
ture in a country but impcrfcaiy explored* 
;tnd where her beauties were difplaycd in a 

more 
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more extended and magnificent fcale, than 
the narrow bounds of his native country 
exhibited. It is but too true, that the world 
at large will for ever treat with ridicule and 
diiHain that man, who, thus deferting the 
paths that lead to riches, to preferment, 
or. to honour, gives himfelf up to what arc 
commonly deemed unimportant and trifling 
occupations* Few will give him credit for 
that fecrec fitisfadion, for that inexhaufti- 
blc pleafure, which the inveftigation of na- 
ture, in all her objects, inceflantly holds 
forth to his mind; or believe, that fuch 
employment can poflibly compcnfate for the 
folid treafurcs of gain. 

Mark Catesby was born about the lat- 
ter end of 1 679, or the beginning of the 
next year. He acquaints us himfelf, that 
he had very early a propenfity to the ftudy 
of nature ; and that his wifh for higher 
gratifications in this way, firft led him to 
London^ which he emphatically ftiles ^* the 
center of fcience;" and after w^ards impelled 
him to feek further fources, in diftant parts 
of the globe. The rcfidence of fume re- 
lations 
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lations in Virginia favoured his dcfigh ; and 
he went to that country in 1712, where he 
ftaid fcven years, admiring, and colleding 
the various produdions of the country, 
without having laid any diredt plan for the 
work he afterwards accompli (hed. During 
this refidence, he communicated feeds and 
ipecimens of plants, both dried, and in a 
growing ftate, to Mr, Dale, of Braintree^ 
in Efex ; and, fome of his obfervations on 
the country, being communicated by this 
means to Dr. William Sherard, procured 
him the friendfhip and patronage of that 
gentleman. On his return to Englandy in 
1 71 9, he was encouraged by the affiflancc 
of feveral of the nobility, of Sir Hans 
SI.OANE, Dr. Sherard, and other natu- 
ralilis, whofe names he has recorded, to 
return to America^ with the profcffcd dc- 
fign of defcribing, delineating, and painting 
the more curious objeds of nature. Caro^ 
Una was fixed on, as the place of his refi- 
dence, where he arrived in May i722» He 
firft examined the lower parts of the coun- 
try, making excurfioxis from CbarlesTowtfi 

and 
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and, afterwards fojourned, for iome time, &«• 
mong the Indians in the mountainous regioas 
at and about Fort Moore. He then extend- 
ed his refearches through Georgia and F^- 
rida; and having fpent nearly three years 
on the continent, he vifited the Bahama 
Ijlands^ taking his refidence in the IJU of 
Providence ; carrying on his plan, and par- 
ticularly making colle(5tions of fifhes, and 
fubmarine productions. 

On his return to England, in the year 
1726, his labours having met with the ap- 
probation of his patrons, Mr. Catesby 
made himfelf mafter of the art of Etching; 
and, retiring to Hoxton, employed himfelf 
in carrying on his great work, which he 
publifhed in numbers of twenty plants each. 
The firft appeared in the latter end of the 
year 1730 ; and the firft volume, confiding 
of 100 plates, was finiflied in 1732 : the 
fecond, in 1743; and the Appendix, of 
twenty plates, in the year 1748. 

A regular account of each number, writ- 
ten by Dr. Cr^/z?'Z£7f// Mortimer, Secretary 
:of the Royal Society, wasi laid before the 

Society 
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iSociety as it appeared/ and printed in the 
Fhilofophical TranfaSiions *, in which the 
Dodor has fometimes interfperfed illuftra- 
tive obfervations. See N*" 415. 420. 426* 
for Vol. i.; N^432. 438. 441, 449, 484^ 
for Vol. iL ; and N** 486. for the Appen- 
dix« 

The whole work bears the following 
title : " The Natural Hiftory of Carolina^ 
" Florida^ and the Bahama IJlands^ con- 
** taining the Figures of Birds, Beafts, 
** Fifhes, Serpents, Infeds, and Plants; 
** particularly the Foreft Trees, Shrubs^ 
" and Plants, not hitherto defcribed, or 
^* very incorreftly figured by Authors; to* 
" gether with their Defcriptions, in French 
^* and Englijh. To which are added, Ob- 
** fervations on the Air, Soil, and Waters : 
** With Remarks upon Agriculture, Grain^ 
" Pulfe, Roots. To the whole is pre- 
** fixed a new and corred Map of the 
** Countries treated of/' ByAf^riCATES- 
BY, F. R. S. Tbm. I. 1 73 1, pp. 100. tab. 
10c. Tom. II. 1743. pp. 100. tab. loo. 
Account of Carolina, &c. pp. 44. Appen- 
dix, 
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dix, tab. 20. pp. 20. FoU imperial^ fig* 
407. 

The number of fubjeds dcfcribed and 
figured in this work flands as below : 

Plants - - 171 

Quadrupeds - 9 

Birds - - III 

Amphibia - - 33 

Fifhes - - 46 

Infedts - • 31 

In this fpendid performance, the curious 
arc gratified with the figures of many of the 
moft beautiful trees, fhrubs, and herbaceous 
plants, that adorn the gardens of the pre- 
icnt time. Many alfo of the moft ufeful 
in the arts, and conveniences of life, and 
feveral of thofe ufed in medicine, arc here 
for the firft time exhibited in the true pro- 
portion, and natural colours. It is only to 
be regretted, that, in this work, a ieparate 
exhibition of the flower in all its parts (hould 
be wanting ; in defedt of which, ie\rcral 
curious articles have not been afcertained« 
It is a requifite of modern date, and with- 
out 
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6ut it, kvtiy figure, efpcclally of a new fpe- 
cies, muft be deemed iniperfe<ft* 

Moft of the plates of plants exhibit alfo 
feme fubjedt of the animal kingdom. To 
thefe my plan does not extend ; but I will 
in the note ^% enumerate, fomc of , the moft 
remarkable of the vegetable clafs. As Mr* 

Catesby 

* li Of thofe ufed ill food or medicine, I k\eSt the fol- 
lowing: The Chinkapin, Fagus pumila-y the nuts of 
^hich are preferred to chefnuts, and itored by the Indldns 
for winter food. The livd Oak, ^ercus Phellos 0. of 
which the acorns yield an oil not inferior to that of Al- 
monds. The Snake^rootj Arj/iobchia Vtrginiana j well 
known in medicine. The Muy-apple, Podophyllum peU 
tatum ; ufed as ipecacuanha in Carolina. The Hiccorjr 
tree, Juglans alba ; the nuts afford excellent winter pro- 
vifion among the Indians^ and yield fine oil ; the young 
wood pi^efcrfed for hoops, and the old for fire-wood. 
The Qfina root of Carolina^ Stnilax Tamnoides. SafTafras-^ 
tree, Laurus Sajfafras ; ufed in Virgima for intermittents^i 
The Cocco, ahd Tyre, Arum Cdocajia ; of which the 
roots are eaten by the Negroes, after deftroying the - 
acrimony by boiling. Ilathera Bark, Groton Cafcarilla. 
Laurel-leaved Canella, Canella alba ; well known in the 
(hops, and ufed as Winter's bark. The Caflena, or Ya- 
pon of the Indians^ Prinos glaber 5 in grcit repute as a 
reftorative. The Vtrginian Potatoe or BattataSj ConvoU 
x;ulus Battatas} of general ufe as food among Whites as 
Vox. U. Q^ well 
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Catesby €tched all the figures himfclf, 
from his own paintings, and the coloured 
copies were at firft done under his own in- 
Ipedion, and wherever it was poflible, every 
fubjed in its natural fizc, this work was 
the moft fplendid of its kind that England 
had ever produced. I do not know that it 

* had 

well as Negroes. Marih Cuftard Apple, Anmna paluftris. 
Indian Pink, Splgelia marilandica^ of the (hops. Rice 
Plant, Oryza fativa. Netted Cuftard Apple, Anmna re* 
ticulata. Wild Pine, or 7illandfia polyjiacbia ; a parafiti* 
cal plant, remarkable for holding a large quantity of wa- 
ter in the hollow of the leaves. Mangrove Grape-tree^ 
Coccoloba uvifera.' Cacao, or Chocolate-tree, Theohroma 
Cacao. Vanelloe, Epidendrum vanilla* Calbew Nu^ 
Anacardium occidentale. Ginfeng, Panax qmnquefelium ; 
the fa,iiious Nindn of the Chinefe. 

IL Of fuch as more immediately refped die common 
conveniences oflife, are,The Cyprefs oiAmerica^ Cupreffits 
dsjlicha ; the taUeft and largeft of the American trees, 9 
or lO feet in diameter at the ground, and 60 or 70 higii> 
affording a light but excellent timber. The purple Bind- 
weed of Carolina^ iaid to be one of the plants the Jn£am 
ttfe to guard againft the venom of die Rattlefaake. The 
water Tupelo, Nyffa aquatica ; the root fiipplies the place 
ef corks. The Red Bay, Laurus Bprbonia\ die wood 
excellent for cabinets, and beautiful as fattin-wood» 
Candle-berry Myrtle, Myrica ceriferai the green wax 
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had been equalled on the continent, unlefs 
by that of Madam Merian, which, hpw^ 
ever, falls greatly fliort in extent. Seventy^ 
two Plates of Catesby's work were copied 
by the Nuremberg artifts, and publifhed iiji 
1750. His *^ Obfervations on Carolina, 
&c/' were feparately printed in foUo, at the 
fame place, in iy(>j* 

Mr. 

boiled from the berries with one-fourth of tallow, form 
candles which burn long, and yield a grateful fmelU 
Soap- wood, Sapindus faponaria ; the bark and leaves 
beaten in a mortar, produces a lather ufed as ibap. Glau« 
cous Mimofa\ ufed as fattin^-wood. Brafiletto wood, 
Cafalpinia BraJUienJis 'y a wdUknown dye. The Man- 
grove-tree, Rhizophor a Mangle 'y forming almoft Impene- 
trable woods, the recefles of turtle, fifties, and of young 
alligators. The fweet Gum-tree, Liqutdambarftyraciflua\ 
yielding a firagrant gum, like the Tolu Balfamj the wood 
adapted. to cabinet-making^^ Logwood, Hamatoxylm 
campechlanum* Mahogany- tree, Swietenia Mahagoni. 

III. Of the ornamental kind, are,. The Dogwood-tree, 
Cornus florida \ Angular for the gradual grovvrth of the 
petals, which, after the opening of the flower, expand 
from the breadth of a fixpence to that of a man's hand. 
The fweet flowering Bay, Magnolia glauca. The blue 
Trumpet-flower, Bignoma carulea. Loblolly Bay, G^r- 
donia Lafianihus. Carolina Pi^-fpicc^ Calycanthusjloridus. 
Tulip-tree, Liriod^ndran TuHpifera, Catalpa-tf«c, Bigm-' 
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Mr. Gates BY was the author of a pa* 
pef, printed in the forty-fourth volume of 
the Philofopbical TranfaBions^ p. 435, ** On 
Birds of Paflage ;" in which, in oppofition 
to the opinion that birds lie torpid in ca- 
verns, and at the bottom of waters, he pro- 
duces a variety of reafons, and feveral fads, 

nia Catalpa ; unknown in Carolina^ till Mr. Cates- 
BY brought it from the remoter inland parts. Sef&le 
flowered Trillium. Vifcous Azalea, Small a(h-leaved 
Trumpet-flower, Bignonia radicam. The Fringe-tree, 
Chionanthus Virginiea. Broad-leaved Sea-fide Laurel, 
Xylophylla latifoHa. Willow- leaved Bay, Laurus ajlivalis. 
American CaUicarpa. Herbaceous Coral-tree, jErythrina 
herbacea. Yellow Martagon Lily, Lilium fuperbum* 
Philadelphiatiy or red Martagon Lily, Lilium Philadelphia 
curru Purple Rudbeciia. Laurel-leaved Magnolia, Aiag' 
nolia grandijlora ; the moft fuperb fragrant flowering tree 
that ornaments our gardens* Yellow, and purple Side 
iaddle Flower ; Sarracenia Jlava^ purpurea. Umbrella 
Magnolia, Magnolia tripetala. Climbing, or four-leaved 
Trumpet-flower 5 Bignonia capreolata. Lime- leaved Hi- 
bifcus. Red Plumeria. White Plumeria. Broad-leaved 
Kalmia. Balfam-tree, Qufta rofea. J^irginian Cowflip, 
Dodecatheon Meadia. Carolina Pancratium* Lilium Ca- 
nadenfe. Atamafco Lily, Amaryllis atamafco. Common 
Stuartia Mulacodgndron. Blue Magnolia, Magnolia acu^ 
tninata^ Rhododendron maximum^ And finally, the Lily- 
thorn, or QhTZ^^MK/pinofam 

6 which 
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which his refidence in America offered, ia 
fupport of their migration in fearch of pro- 
per food. His voyages acrofs the Atlantic^ 
had taught him the ability of thefe wan- 
derers to take long flights. He mentions, 
in another place, his having feen Hawks, 
Swallows, and a Ipecies of Oib/, in 26 deg, 
of N. latitude, at the diflance of 600 leagues 
from land. • He fhews, that birds unknown 
before to the country, find their way annu- 
ally into various parts of Nortb America, 
iince the introduction of feveral kinds of 
grain : of this the Rice-bird, Emberiza ory-- 
%ivoray and the white-faced Duck, Anas , 
difcors, are, among others, inftances too 
fufficiently known and felt by the inhabi- 
tants. 

Mr. Catesby was elefted a Fellow of 
the Royal Society foon after his fecond re- 
turn from America^ and lived in acquaint- 
ance and friendfhip with many of the moil 
refpedable members of that body ; being 
^' greatly efteemed for his modefty, inge^ 
^' nuity, and upright behaviour.'* 

Before^ his death, he removed from Ho:>i^ 
ton to Fulba?n, and afterwards to London ; 

0^3 ^id 
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and' died at his houfe behind Sf. Luie^s 
church, in Old Street y Dec, 23, 1749, aged 
70, leaving a widow and two children*. 

His work has been re-publifhed in 1754 
»nd in 1771. To the lafl: edition a Linnaan 
index has been annexed; but it is by no 
jneans fo copious or perfedt as a work of 
fuch merit and magnificence demandsr, 

♦ Dr, Gronovitjs called by the name of Catejbea^ % 
thorny fhrub of the Teirandrous clafs, bearing a long 
trumpct-fliaped flower, fucceeded by a yellow bcrr)', 
which Catesby firft difcovered in the IJle of providences^ 
aiid fent to Europe in the year 1726, 
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Houfton ^—fiudied under Boerhaave — rejident in 
the Weft; Indies for fome time — greatly aug^ 
merited the Chelfea Garden with new plants-^ 
fell a facrijice to the climate -^^he Reliquiae 
Houftonianae, publifhed by Sir Jofeph Banks, 

Douglas — Surgeon to Slueen Caroline — His de^- 
fcription of the Guernfey Lily — Papers in the 
Philofophical Tranfadions. 

HOUSTON. 

rT|'^HQSE who are converfant with the 
JL writings of Miller, will recoUcift 
|he frequent mention of the name of Dr. 
JVilliam Houston ; and that the exotic 
botany of England was greatly enriched by 
his means. If I err not, Mr. Houston 
went firft to the TFeJl Indies^ in the charac- 
ter of a furgeon ; and, upon his return, after 
two years refidence at Leyden^ took degrees 
in phyfic under Boerhaave, This was 
in 1728 and 1729. At L^j/^/if;/, he inftitu- 
ted a fet of E?cperimcnts on Brutes j fome 

Q.4 «f 
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of which were made in concert with thcr 
late celebrated Fan Swieten. They were 
afterwards publiflied in the 'Phthfophical 
TranfaSiionSy Vol. xxxix. under the title of 
*' Experimenta de Perfaratione Thoracis^ ejuf^ 
que in Rejpiratione EffeSlibus.'' The refult 
of which proved, contrary to the common- 
ly received opinion, that animals could live 
and breathe for fome time, although air 
was freely admitted into both cavities of the 
thorasf. 

It appears that he was cledted a Fellovv 
of the Royal Society foon after his return 
from Holland', and that he went immedi-, 
ateiy to the Weji Indies. I am not able to 
afcertain his fixed refidence in that part of 
the world, although I conjedture, it wat, 
principally at the Logwood Settlement ; from 
whence he fent a defcription and figure of 
the Dorjienia Contrayerva, which were pub- 
liflied in the Philofophical TranJaSlions, Vol. 
xxxvii. This was the firft authentic account 
received of that drug, although known in 
England from the time of Sir Francis 
Drake, or earlier. He alfo f?nt to his 
friend at Chelfeaj^ the feeds of many rare and 

nev? 
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new plants, colle<5ted by him in the iflands: 
of Jamaica and Cuba ; in the province of 
Venezuela^ and about Vera Crux. 

He fell a facrifice to the heat of the cli- 
mate, and died in July 1733* He left, in 
manulcript, a Catalogue of Plants, coll^iS- 
ted by himfelf in the places above men- 
tioned ; together with fome engravings done 
by his pwn hand. Thefe came into the 
hands of Mr. Miller; and, after his 
deceafe, into the poffeffion of Sir Jofeph 
Banks, who, out of refpecS to the memory 
of fo deferving a man, gratified the bota- 
nifts with the publication of them, under 
the following title : 

*' ReLJQUI^ HQUST0NIANiE,yj2^P/^;^- 

tarum in America meridionali^ a Gulielmo 
Houston, MD. R. S. S. colkSiarumlcones^ 
tnanu propria^ cere incifce ; cum Defcriptioni-r . 
bus } Schedis ejufdem in Bibliotbeca Jojiphi 
Banks, Baronettiy R.S.P. qfervatis.'^ 4% 
J 78 1, pp. 12, tab. xxvi. 

They contain the charafters and dcfcrip- 
tions of fifteen genera, and eleven j^^nWj 
of which, the laft were all natives of the 
fpuntrv about Fera Crux. Houston's 

new 



^34 CHAPTER 45. 

new genera are defcribed in the method and 
terms of Tournefort's fyflem; and all, 
except one, confccrated to the memory of 
botanifts ; and^ in this publication^ they are 
referred to the denominations of the Lin^ 
Hitan fyftem, as far as poflible *. 

DOUGLAS, 

Of the genera conftituted by Houston, 
we find the DouglaJJia^ in honour of 'James 
Douglas, F.R.S. a celebrated furgeon and 
anatomift, afterwards M.D. and honorary 
Fellow of the College of Phyficians, and 
Phyfician to Queen Caroline^ whom it is 
juft to introduce into thefe anecdotes, fince 
he obtained a reputable rank among thofc, 
who in botany have been ftiled '* Monogra- 
'* phers,'' from having feparately written on 
a fingle fpecies or genus. He publifhed a 
very fcientific defcription of the Amaryllis 
farntenjisy under the title of " Liliumjarnu 
** enfe -, or, a Defcription of the Guernjey 

• The name of Houstonia is given by Gronovius 
to a Tetrandrous genus found in Virginia^ known to the 
elder authors, ai^di fomewhat allied to the Stellated clafs of 
Ray, 

*• Lily 5 
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•* Lily: to which is added, the Botanical 
*' Diffedtion of the Coffee-berry/' Foh 
1725* pp* 35, and 22. tab. 2. 

The roots of this beautiful ornament of 
our prefent ftoves, were fcattered from the 
wreck of a fliip on the coaft of that ifland 1 
and being protedted, as it has been thought, 
among the land, by the Sea Reed, Arundo 
arenariay after the interval of fome years, 
fprung up, to the furprize of the inhabi- 
tants, and the delight of the florifts and bo- 
tapifts. This phenomenon will appear leis 
wonderful in our days, when it is known, 
from the elegant work of Dr. Thunberg, 
that from the congeniality of climate betwectt 
England and Japariy one-fourth part of the 
indigenous plants of that very diftant coua-« 
try, appear to be alfo natives of England. 

In his " Obfervations on the Coffee,'* 
Pr, Douglas obferves, that it was firfl 
pientioned by Rauwolf in 1573, and iirft 
fent into Europe to Clusius, See Cliif. 
^xotic. p. 236, 

Dr. Douglas, bcfides many papers on 
Pathological and Surgical fubjefts, written 
l?etwe?n the j^ears 1707 and 1732, which 

were 
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were printed in the Pbitofophical Trimfac^ 
ttonsy drew up ** A Botanical Dcfcription 
•* of the Saffron of the Shops 5" accom- 
panied by a figure, which was alfo pub- 
lifhed in the fame colleftions. Vol. xxxii* 
p. 441 ; and in Vol, xxxv. the moft com- 
plete account to be met with concerning 
the " Culture and Management of it/* a& 
pradiifed at Saffron Walden. In the fame 
volume, ^* An Account of the different 
** Kinds oi Ipecacuanha -y' the true diftinc- 
tions of which were at that time but little 
underftood* 

. The knowledjge of Dr. Douglas was 
not confined to exotic botany : he was ac- 
q^uainted with the plants of his own coun- 
|jry> and his name occurs in Ray'$ Synopjis^ 
«& having noticed fome rare fpecies '^'. 

'♦ The DouGtASSiA is loft in the Linnaan fyfteo^ 
under the appellation oi Volkameria acukata ; being an oI4 
' |Jant of the Didfnam9Us cla^, defcribed by Sloane. 
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CHAP. 46. 

Increajing cuUivation of exotics -^ Superior Jkill of 
Englifti gardeners — - Fairchild — Knowlton -— 
Gordon, 

Miller — Anecdotes of — Maintained an extenft^Oi 
correjpondence — His Didtionary commended by 
Linnaeus — Member of the Botanic Academy 
atFlortncc-^and Fellow oftieRoyBl Society— 
Catalogue of Hardy Trees and Shrubs — His 
Gardener's Didlionary — Kalendar — Figures of 
Plants — Cultivation of Madder — Communica^ 
tions to the Rpyal Society, 

THE increafing cultivation of exotics 
in England^ from the beginning of the 
prefejjj; century, and the greater difFufion of 
tafte for the elegancies and luxuries of the 
Stove and Green-houfe, naturally tended to 
raiie up a fpirit of improvement and real 
fcience in the arts of culture. To preferve 
far-fetched rarities, it becan^e necclTary to 
fcrutinize into the true principles of the 
art, which ultimately muft depend on the 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the climate of each plant, 
and the foil in which it flourifhes, in that 
climate. 

Under the influence of fuch men as 
Sloane^ the Sherards^ and other opu- 
lent encouragers of the fcience, gardeners 
acquired botanical knowledge, aiid were 
excited to greater exertions in their art. 
Hence, I believe, the Englijb gardeners have 
fliewn themfelves equal, if not fuperior, to 
moft others. My plan does not allow me 
to deviate fo far, as to cite authors on the 
fubjeft of gardening, unlefs eminent for their 
acquaintance with Englijh botany. Some 
have diftinguifhed themfelves in this way; 
and i cannot omit to mention with applaufe, 
the names of Fairchild, Knowlton, 
Cordon, and Miller. The firft of 
thefe made himfelf known to the Royal 
Society, by fome " New Experiments rc- 
" lating to the diflferent, and Ibmetimes 
** contrary Motion of the Sap;" which 
were printed in the Philofophical Tranfac- 
tionsy Vol. xxxiii4p« 127. $Ie alio affifted 
in making experiments, by wliich the fexes 
of plants were illuftrated, and the dodlrinc 
6 confirmed. 
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confirmed. Mr. Fairchild died in No-- 
vember 1729* 

K N o w L T o N. 

Thomas Knowlton was, in the earlier 
part of his life, gardener to Conful She-* 
RARDs but I find him in that ftation at 
Lone/borough y m Torkjhire^ in the fervicc of 
the Earl of Burlington, in the year 

1728 y in which place, I believe, he fpent 
the greater part, if not the whole, of the 
remainder of his life. His zeal for Englijh 
botany was uncommonly great, and recom- 
mended him fuccefsfuUy to the learned bo- 
tanifts of this country. From Sir Ham 
Sloane, he received eminent civilities. He 
merits notice in thefe memoirs, were it 
only to record his difcovery of that Angu- 
lar production, the Globe Conferva^ or Moor 
Balls (Conferva /Egagropila Lin,) ; which 
he firft found in Wallingfen Mere. I have 
read a letter from him to a correfpondent, 
written in the year 1728 ; and another in 

1729 : in one of which he relates his hav- 
ing waded near a quarter of a mile into the 
lake to coUeft them ; which is not done 

without 
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without fome difficulty, as they lie at the 
depth of from two to three feet. At an-* 
other time he was more fucccfsful, and col-^ 
leded near a bufliel at once. He defcribes 
theoi to his friend, under the name ot Pi/^ 
ias, or globular Balls of Mofs, of the fize of 
a tennis ball. 

Mr. Thomas Knovvlton was a man of 
general curiofity and obfervation; and, a- 
mongft other matters, not inattentive to the 
purfuits of the antiquary^ 

We find Extrads of Two Letters from 
him " to Mr. Mark Catesby,;F.R.S* 
•* concerning the Situation of the ancient 

TownDe/govida, and of two Men of art 

extraordinary Bulk and Weight." Pi6/7i 
Tranf. Vol. xliv. p. 100. , This Roman fta- 
tion was* difcovered on the Wolds, within 
two miles of Pocklington. Alfo, 

** An Account of two extraordinary Dcers 
** Horns, found under Ground in different 
•• Parts of r()r4/2^/W." Phil. Tranf. VoL 
xliv. p. 124 ; with figures. Thefe were of 
two kinds : one feems to anfwer to the fi*- 
gure of an horn, as defcribed in PhiL Tranf^ 
N*422. p. 257; the other was adjudged 

to 






to be the horns of the Moofe Deer, fo fre-i 
quently dug up in Ireland^ and were thought 
to be the firft of the kind (Jifcovered iil 
England. 

Mr. Knowlton died in the year 1782^ 
4it the advanced age of ninety* 

G R D O Ni 

7jw^j Gordon, of Mile End, emineri£ 
for hip fuccefsful cultivation of exotics, was 
well acquainted with Englijh botany. I 
know not that he made himfelf knowri'by 
any publications i He maintained a corre- 
Ipondence with Linn^us; and had the 
refped: paid to him by the late Mr. Ellis, 
of having the Loblolly Bay of Catesby 
called by his name, when feparated froirt 
the Hypericum genus, 

M I L t E Ri 

Philip Miller was born m the year 
1 69 1. His father was gardener to the 
Company of Apothecaries at Chelfea \ and 
his fbn fucceeded him in that office, in the 
year 1722. He raifed himfelf by his merit, 
from a ftate of obfcurity, to a degree of 

Vol p II. R eminence^ 
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eminence, but rarely if ever before equalled^ 
in the charader of a gardener. It is not 
uncommon to give the term of BotsLniR, 
to any man that can recite by memory, the 
plants of his garden. Mr. Miller rofe 
much above this attainment. He added 
to the knowledge of the theory and pradlicc 
of gardening, that of the ftrudture and cha- 
racters of plants, and was early and pradli- 
cally verfed in the methods of Ray and 
TouRNEFORT. Habituated to the ufe of 
thefe, from his younger years, it was not 
without reludlance that he was brought to 
adopt the fyftcm ofLiNNiEus; but he was 
convinced, at length, by the arguments of 
the late Sir JVilliam Watson and Mr* 
Hudson, and embraced it. To his fuperior 
fkill in his art, the curious owe the culture 
and prefervation of a variety of fine plants,^ 
which, in lefs fkilful hands, would have 
failed, at that time, to adorn the conferva-' 
tories of England,, 

His objeds were not confined to exotics: 
few were better acquainted with the indi^ 
genous plants, of which, he fucceffiyely cul« 
tlvated moft of the rare fpeciesir 

2 He 
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He maintained a correrpOndencc with 
many of the moft eminent botanifts on the 
' continent ; among others, with LiNN^ts^ 
who faid of his Didtionary, Non efit Lexi^ 
cm Hortulanorumy fed Botanicorum. ^ By 
foreigners he was emphatically ftiled Har^ 
tuianorum Princeps. He was admitted a 
member of the Botanical Academy of Flo^ 
rencey and of the Royal Society of London^ 
in which he was occafionally honoured by 
being chofcn of the council. Mr, Mil- 
ler was the only perfon I ever knew, 
who remembered to have feen Mn Ray^ 
I fliall not eafily forget the pleafure that 
enlightened his countenance, it fo ftrongly 
cxprefled the Virgilium tantum vidt^ when, 
in fpeaking of that revered man, he related 
to me that incident of his youth* 

Mr, Miller's infirmities induced huu 
to refign his office in the Garden, a little 
time before his deceafe, which tbok place 
December i8, 1771, in the 8oth year o^ 
feis age. He left a very large Iterbdrtumdt 

Exotics, principally the produce of the C/5^A 
jia Gar deri> 
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In the year 1728, Mr. Miller com- 
municated to the Royal Society, " A Me- 
thod of raifing fome lExotic Seeds, which 
have been judged almoft impoffible to b# 
*' raifed in England:* Phil. Tranf. N* 403. 
Vol. XXXV. p. 485. This confiftcd in fuf- 
fering the Seeds to germinate in a bark bed^ 
and then, tranfplanting them into earth. 
By this method, he fucceeded with all the 
hard- (helled fruits and feeds. He inftances 
the Cocoa Nut ; the Bonduc, or Nickar 
Tree (Guilandina Bonduc Lin.) ; the Abrus 
frecatorius ; the Horfe Eye Bean (Dolichos 
urensj ; and fcveral others. 

*• An Account of Bulbous Roots flower- 
'' ing in Bottles filled with Water.*' N*4i8. 
Vol. xxxvii. p. 8l. This method of pro- 
curing early Hyacinths^ Tulips, and Nar^ 
ciffufes^ at that time lately difcovered, is 
now well known,, and daily pradifed. 

Although he did not prefix his name to 
it, he was the author of ** A Catalogue of 
*• Trees, Shrubs, and Flowers, which are 
*/ hal-dy enough to bear the cold of our cU- 
^* mate, and the open air i and ^e propa- 
gated 
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** gated in the gardens near London.'' Fol. 
1730. p. 90, tab. 21. The plates arc co- 
loured, the arrangement is alphabetical, and 
the generical charaders given. The Cata- 
logue confifts chiefly of Trees and Shrubs; 
among which are feveral of the Coniferous 
kinds. Some varieties are interfperfed. 

*^'Catalogus Plantarum Offici- 
nal I um quce in Horto Botanico Chelfeiand 
alunturJ^ ij2>^. 8\ pp. 152* 

In 173 1, he publifhed his " Gardener's 
** Didionary," in folio, which has pafled 
through many Aicceflive editions 5 in each 
of which it received fuch improvements, 
and augmentations, as have rendered it in 
the end the moft complete body of garden- 
ing extant. It has been tranflated into va- 
rious languages ; and the reception it has 
every where met with, is a fufficient proof 
of its fuperiority. The new edition of it, 
now under the care of ProfelTor Martyn, 
we doubt not, will extend to 1 late period, 
the reputation both of the author, and of 
the editor. 

In the fame, or the fucceeding year, he 
publilhcd '' The Gardener's Kalender," in 8^5 

R 3 which 
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which has run through numerous cdi« 
tions, and has been a manual, in its way, 
for the whole kingdom. To an edition of 
this work, in 1761, the author prefi^ced 
^* A Short Introduftion to the Knowledge 
** of the Science of Botany ;" in which he 
explains the Linnaan terms of art, and il- 
luflrates the charafters of the clafles in five 
copper-plates. This introduction was alio 
fold feparately, 

Mr. Miller held an extenfive corre- 
ipondence with perfons in diftant parts of 
the globe. From the Cape of Good Hope^ 
from Siberia^ from North America, and par- 
ticularly, by means of Dr. William Hous- 
ton, from the Weji Indies, his garden, for 
a long feries of years, received a plentiful and- 
perpetual fupply of rare, and frequently of 
new fpecies, which his fuccefsful culture fel- 
dom failed to preferve. It was the remark 
of foreigners, that Cbelfea exhibited the trca- 
fures of both the Indies. Thefe advantages 
enabled Miller to execute, what it was 
in the power of few to attempt — ^His 
'* Figures of Plants, adapted to his Dic- 
*' tionary^'* which he began to publifh in 

pymbcrg 



Miller. 247 

numbers in 1755, and which were com- 
plcted in 300 tables, making two volumes 
in folio, in 1760, were drawn from plants 
of his own garden. His original defign 
was very extenfive ; no lefs than to give 
one, or more fpecies, of all the genera : but 
it was found to be impracticable; and it 
was therefore confined to fuch as were the 
moft beautiful, ufeful, and uncommon. 
Each number was accompanied with feve- 
ral pages of letter-prefs, containing the 
defcriptions, and an. account of the clafles 
to which they belong, according to the fyf- 
tems of Ray, Tournefort, and Lin- 
N-ffius. As this work is well known, I fliall 
only obferve, that whether we confider the 
rarity of the fubjed:s, the fpecioufnefs of ^ 
thofe he feleded for his purpofe, or the ge- 
neral execution of the whole, England had 
not before produced any work, except the 
Hortus Elthamenjis^ and Catesby's Caro-^ 
Una, fo fuperb and extenfive. In one re- 
fped:. Miller's plates had the advantage 
of the above mentioned, as they exhibited, 
much more frequently, the feparate figures 
of the parts of frudtification. 

R 4 ^' The 
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** The Method of cultivating Madder, ag 
^* it is praftifed by the Dutch in Zealand J* 
4% 1758. Intended to excite lYit Engli/h, 
by the cultivation of this important article 
of trade, to fuperfede the importation of it 
from the Dutch ^ who have *^ received from 
^' hence, for many years paft, more than 
^* 1 80,000 pounds a year for this root;" and 
vdiich, if properly carried on, would ^* em- 
** ploy a great number of hands from the 
^* time harveft is over till the fpring, which 
^^ is generally a dead time of the year/* 

^' A Letter to Mr, Watson, relating to 
*' a Miftake of Profeflbr Omelin, con- 
^* cerning the Spondylium vulgare hirfutum^^ 
C.B. Phil.Tranf.VoX.xWin. p. 153. 

Miller adduces feveral rcafons to 
prove, that the common Cow^-Parfnej^ of 
Siberia^ which the inhabitants make an ar- 
ticle of food, is not the common Cow^ 
Parfnep (Herackum Spondylium) of Co/par 
Bauhine j but the Spondylium maximum 
of Breynius : and further remarks the 
miftakes that have arifen from confidering 
the common plants of one country as the 
fommon plants of another,* On which oc^ 

fw 
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cafion he obferves, that the Pariefaria, Co 
frequent in England, is not the Parietaria 
Officinarum of Cajpar Bauhine, but the 
P. Ocymi folio of that author. In this fup- 
pofition, however, we mayobferve, that Mr* 
Miller has not been followed by E/argf- 
lijh botaniffs of later date, 

^* A Letter to the Rev, Hhomas Birch, 
** D. D. Secretary to the Royal Society/* 
Phil. Tranf. Vol. xlix, p, 161. And, 

** Remarks upon the Letter of yix.'Jobn 
^' Ellis, F.K.S. to Philip Carters Webb^ 
*' Efq." in Vol. 1. p. 430. 

Thefe letters relate to a difcovery made 
by the Abbe Maze as, and the Abbe Sal- 
vages, on the black ftaining quality of three 
feveral fpecies oi American Sumach. Neither 
the lixivium of wood aflies, nor boiling wa- 
ter with foap, had any effed: in weakening 
the tinge made by the juices of thefe plants* 
They were, i • The Poifon Afh, or Toxica^ 
dendrum Carolinianum foliis pinnatis (Rhus 
yernix Lin.) 2. T^oxicodendron tripby Hum folio 
Jinuato pubefcente Tourn. (Rhus Toxicoden-^ 
drum) . 3. Toxicodendrum tripbyllum glabrum 
^Rhusr^dicans), Mr, Miller confiders the 

Abbes 
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Abbe's difcovery as having been long before 
anticipated by K-^mpfer ; and adduces 
many reafons to prove, that the Sitzdfiu, 
or j^rior vernicifera legitima, p. 791, fig, 
792. of that author, or the Varnifh Tree 
of Japauj is no other than the firft of thefc 
fpecies, of which the ftaining quality is re- 
corded by Yim m p f e r . This pofition drew 
Mr, Miller into a controverfy withMn 
El us, who ftrongly infifted,that thtjimeri^ 
can and Japanefe Toxicodendra were different 
plants. Mr. Miller defends his opinion 
in the *' Remarks/* It is fufficient at this 
time to obferve, that fubfequent botanifts 
of the firft note, fuch as Linjenus, Rei- 
ch ard, and. Thunberg, have counte- 
nanced Miller's opinion, by placing them 
under the fame fpecific diftindlion with the 
Jibus vernix *. 

• The MiLLERiA was a new genus, difcovcred ?xP(h 
nama and Fera Cruz by Houston. It belongs to the 
Syngeneftous clafs, and was dedicated to Miller by Dft 
MartyNj in his Decades Plantaruni rarhrum. 
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Mrs, ^Blackwell, — Account ofy and her unfortu^ 
Tiate hujband — Encouraged hy Sir Hans Sloane, 
and the College of Phyficians, to profecute her 
H€Th3l—4ffified hy Mr. Rand and Mr. Mil- 
ler — Account ofthatwork-^andofTrtVf^s im^ 
proved edition. 

peering— native of Saxony — fettled at Notting- 
hani — His Catalogus Nottinghamenfis — His 
Hprtus Siccus — Nottinghamia Vetus et No- 
va, 

Wilfon — Singular Jnjiance of his ardour to acquire 
htanical knowledge -~ His Synopfis of Britifli 
Plants, ' 

B L A C K WEX L. 

IT is a fingular fadt, that phyfic is in- 
debted for the moft complete fet of 
figures of the medicinal plants, to the ge- 
nius and induftry of a lady, exerted on an 
occafion that redounded highly to her 
praife. ' 

The name of Mrs. Elizabeth Black** 
WEiL is well knowP; both from her own 

merit. 
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merit, and the fate of her unfortunate huf- 
band, who, condemned for crimes of ftate, 
fufFered death on the fcaffold in Sweden, in 
the year 1747. 

We are informed, (he was the daughter 
of a merchant in the neighbourhood of 
Aberdeen*, of which city Dr. Alexander 
Bi^ACKWELL, her hufband, was a nativci 
and where he received an univerfity educa- 
tion, and was early diftinguifhed for his 
claffical knowledge. By fome, he is faid 
only to have aflumed the titl? of Do<9:or, 
after his fuccefsful attendance on the King 
of Sweden ; but I believe, the more proba- 
ble account is, that of his having taken 
the degree of Dodlorof Phyfic under Boer- 
HAAVE at Leyden. After having failed in 
his attempt to introduce himfelf into prac- 
tice, lirft in Scotland, and afterwards in 
Londoh, he became correftor to a printing 
prefs, and foon after commenced printer 
himfelf. But being profecuted by the trade, 
and at length involved in debt, was thrown 
into prifon. To relieve thefe diftrefles, Mrs, 
Blackwell, having a genius for drawing 
and painting, exerted all her talents; and, 

under/landing; 
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pnderftanding that an Herbal of Medicinal 
Plants was greatly wanted, fhe exhibited 
to Sir Hans Sloane, Dr. Mead, and 
other phyficians, feme fpecimens of her 
art in painting plants, who approved fo 
highly of them, as to encourage her to pro- 
fecute a work, by the profits of which flie 
is faid to have procured her hufband's li- 
berty, after a confinement of two years. 

Mr. Rand, an eminent apothecary, wa»^ 
at that time Demonftrator to the Company 
of Apothecaries, in the Garden at Chelfea. 
By his advice fhe took up her refidence op- 
pofite the Phyfic Garden, in order to faci- 
litate her defign, by receiving the plants as 
frefh as poffible. He not only promoted 
her work with the public, but, together . 
with Mr. Philip Miller, afforded her all 
poffible diredlion and affiftance in the exe- 
cution of it. After fhe had completed the 
drawings, fhe engraved them on copper, 
and coloured the prints with h^r own 
hands. 

During her abode at Chelfea^ fhe was fre- 
quently vifited by perfons of quality, and 
many fcientific people, who admired her 

performances. 
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performances, and patronized her under* 
taking. 

On publifliing the firft volume, in 1737, 
fhe obtained a recornmendation from Dr. 
Mead, Dr. Sherard, Mr. Rand, and 
others, to be prefixed to it. And being 
allowed to prefent, in perfon, a copy to the 
College of Phyficians, that body made her 
a prefent, and gave her a public tcftimonial 
of their, approbation ; with leave to. prefix 
it to her book. The fccond volume was 
finifhed in 1739* and the whole publifhed 
under the following title ; 

** A curious Herbal, containing 500 Cuts 
** of the moil ufcful Plants which are now 
•^ ufed in the Praftice of Phyfic, engraved 
** on folio copper-plates, after drawings 
" taken from the life. By Elizabeth 
*' Blackwell. To which is added, a 
*' fliort Defcription of the Plants, and their 
** common Ufes in Phyfic. 1739*" 2 vol. 
fo\. 

The drawings arc in general faithful; and 
if there is wanting that accuracy, which 
modern improvements have rendered necef* 
iary, in delineating the more minute pai;its^ 

yet. 
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yet, upon the whole, the figures are fuffi^ 
ciently diflindtive of the fubjed:. 

Each plate is accompanied with an en- 
graved page, containing the Latin and Eng^ 
lijh officinal names, followed by a fhort 
defcriptioa of the plant, and a fummary of 
its qualities, and ufes*. After thefe occur 
the name in various other languages, Thefe 
illuftrations were the (hare her hufband took 
in the work; This ill-fated man, after his 
failure in phyfic, and in printing, became 
an unfuccefsful candidate for the place of 
Secretary to the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Learning* He was made Super- 
intendant of the Works belonging to the 
Duke ^Chandos at Cannons y and experi- 
enced thofe difappointments incident to 
projeftors. He formed fchemcs in agricul- 
ture, and wrote a treatife on the fubjeft, 
which, we are told, was the caufe of his 
being engaged in Sweden. In that king- 
dom, he drained marflies, praftifed phyfic^ 
and, was even employed in that capacity for 
the king. At length he was involved: m 
ibrne ft4te cabals, or, as fomc accounts have 
\\y in a plot with Count Te ssjn, for which 

he 
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he loft his life, protefting his innocence td 
the laft. 

So refpedtable a performance as Mrs. 
Blackwell's, attraifted the attention of 
phyficians on the continent. Trew, of 
Norimierg, in the year 1750, engaged an 
artift of that place to copy Mrs. Black- 
well's plates, and himfclf fupplied fevcral 
defeds in the drawings. HeTubftituted fome 
entirely new figures in the room of the ori- 
ginals, very confiderably reformed and am- 
plified the text, tranflated it into German 
and Latiriy and planned the addition of a 
lixth century of plates- He prefixed a moft 
elaborate and learned Catalogue of Botani- 
cal Authors, but did not live to finifli the 
work. The Fifth Century was publifhed 
in 1765 ; and Dp. Trew dying in 1769, 
jhe fupplemental volume, exhibiting plants 
omitted by Mrs. Blackwell, articles 
jiewly introduced into pradiice, and figures 
of the poifonous fpecies, was condudtcd 
by LuDWiG, BosE, and Boehmer, and 
printed in 1773. Thus reformed, Trew's 
edition furpafles any other work of the fame 
defign. If there are imperfedions in it, 

they 
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they were unavoidable, arifing from the im- 
pradicability of procuring recent fpecimens 
in fome inftances, and from ^ almoft to- 
tal ignorance of the origin of others, defeds 
ftill unfuppli^d in various articles. 

D £ £ R I N 6* 

Charles Deering v^as a native o£ Saxony. 
He took his degrees in phyfic at Ley den j and, 
as Mr, Martyn informs us, came to Eng^ 
land firft, in the train of a foreign ambaffa- 
dor. This happened, I conjefture, before, 
or about the year 1720. He praftifed phy- 
fic and midwifery in London ; and having a 
jftrong bias to the ftudy of botany, became 
one of the members of the fociety eftab- 
lifhed by Dn Dillenius and Mr. Mar- 
tyn, which fubfifted from the year 172 1 
to 1726. 

In the year 1736, he removed toNotting^ 
banty under the recommendation of Sit Hans 
Sloan £• At this time he was married j 
but his wife did not long furvive the rc^* 
moval to that place. He was at firft well 
received ; and is faid to have been very fuc- 
cefsful in his treatment of the fmall-pox. 

Vol, II. S which 
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which* difeafe wa3 highly cpidcrilical at i&at 
place^ foon after his fettling there. B«t he 
incurred the cenfure of the faculty, by his 
pretenfions to a noftrum^ He publiflicd 
" An Aqcount of an improved Method of 
** treating the Small-pox, in a Letter to 
'' Sir Thomas PARKYViS,Bzn:' S\ ly^J^ 
pp. 52* By this trad it appears, that his 
medicine was of the antiphlflgiftic kind, and 
his regimen the cool one, which at that 
time had been adopted by very few, as ge- 
neral pra(3rice. 

Dr. Deering fhewed his attachment ta 
his botanisai purfuit§, hy his affiduity m 
eolledting fuch ample materials for his Ca- 
talogue in lcjf§ than two years after fixing at 
Nottingham. He publiihed it under the fol- 
lowing title : 

[^ A Catalogue of Plants naturally 
*f growingftijdcQmnionly cultivated in divers 
" Parts oifytgland^ more efpcci^lly about 
*\ Nottingham: containing the moft known. 
^\ Latin i3^x\d;Eng/i/h^ Names of the feveral 
*f Plants; the Tribe they belong to; the 
".Time of, their flp\ycring; and of thofe 
^' which are .either Qffieinals or otherwife^ 

" of 
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*^ of any known, Efficacy, fuch Virtues ire 
" briefly mentioned as ttiay ' te * dependfed 
** upon. To which is added, ^a^'g^eneral 
^* Diftribution of Plants according' to Mr. 
«* Ray s with an Explanation of fome bo- 
** tanical and phyfical Terms • arid an al- 
" phabetical Lift of Plants in FloWVr, %i 
*♦ every Month in the Year. By Charles 
**- b E E R I N G, M. b. Nottinghamr Z\ 
1738* pp. 264. 

The arrangement is alphabetical, and the 
number of plants about 850. The author 
was particularly attached to the fubjeds of 
the Cryptogamia clafs, in which his re- 
fearches had been very fuccefsful. Of the 
number above mentioned, more than 200 
belonged to the orders of Fungi^ Mufciy ^nd 
Alga 'y among which, we meet with 27 
which he confidered as nondefcrtptSj and i O 
others* not to be met with in th? third edi- 
tion of Ray's Synopjis. He was affifted ia 
this branch by his correfpondence with the 
learned ProfefTor at Oxford^ who confidered 
fome of his difc6veries as new, and fpeaks^ 
of his knowledge and affiduity in terms of 
applaufe. In page 89 of his pofthumous 

S 2 work 
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work» the Nattingbamia Vetus et Nova^ there 
occurs a lift of fbme plants, difcovered hy 
the author after the publication of this 
Catalogue. Thefe are principally of the 
Cryptogamous kind. Several of the more 
rare plants of the environs efcaped the ob- 
iervation of this afliduous man ; among 
>vhich may be mentioned particularly, that 
moft virulent of all our Englijh produc- 
tions, the Cicuta virofa^ or, long-leavcd 
Water Hemlock; which I remember to 
have fecn growing in the Leen^ near the 
Rock' holes , in Nottingham Park. That 
the Addenda to his *' Catalogue " were not 
more copious may be attributed to his 
fubfequent misfortunes, which undoubtedly 
damped the ardour of his purfuit. 

Notwithftanding his early fuccefs, that 
** adverfe fatality," which he himfelf alludes 
to in his " Letter on the Small-pox," flill 
attended him. He was, unhappily, not en* 
dowcd with that degree of prudence, and e- 
quanimity of temper, which are to neceflary 
to the pradtice of phyfic i infomuch, that 
he very early loft the little intereft which 
his charafter and fuccefs had atfirft gained. 

But 
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But a^s I would rather dwell on fais merits, 
than on his failings, I fhall obfervc, that be- 
fides his acquaintance with the anticnt lan- 
guages, he was mafter of many of the mo- 
dern tongues. His knowledge of that fci« 
ence which gives him a place in this iketch^ 
was very confiderable, and will be perpetu- 
ated, ib long as Dillenius*s ** Hiftory" 
(hall preferve eftimation. He had a know- 
ledge of deffigning, and was an ingenious 
mechanic. After his failure in Phyfic, his 
friends attempted feveral fchemes to alleviate 
his neccffitics. They procured him, among 
others, a commiflion in the regiment raifed 
at Nottingham^ on account of the rebellion. 
But this proved more honourable than 
profitable to him. He was afterwards em- 
ployed in a way more agreeable to his ge- 
nius, and talents ^ being furnifhed with ma- 
terials, and enabled by the afliftance oijobn 
Plumtree, Efq; and others, to write the 
Hiftory oi Nottingham, which he dedicated 
to the Duke of Newcastle. But he did 
not live to receive the reward of this la- 
tour. He had been troubled with the gout 
at a very early period, having been afflided 

S 3 with 
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with it ih his nineteenth year, and in 
the latter ftagc of his life, he fuffei^d lon§ 
confinements in this difeaie, and became 
aAhmatlcal. Being at length reduced to a 
degree of poverty, and depcndance, which 
his fpirit could not fuftain, oppreifcd with 
calamity, and complicated difeafe^ he died 
April 12, 1749. Two of his principal cre- 
ditors adnuniflered to his eiFe&s, and burie4 
him in St. Peters church-yard, opppfite the 
houfe.in which he refided. 

He left an Hortus Siccus of the plants of 
his '* Catalogue," cpnfifting of upwards of 
600 fpecies, in eight volumes, of the. quarto 
form; befides feparate tables. of theil^^i*, 
and a volume of paintings of the Fungi^ ac- 
curately done by his own hand, Spme part, 
if not the whole, of this collcftion, was, I 
believe, purchafed by the Honourable -R^i6- 
-zEJ^/ZWiLLOUGHBY, who had been OBC of 
his benefa<3:ors, while living, and inherited 
a portion of that tafle, which diftinguiflied 
his family in the time of Mr. Ra Y^ He 
Jeft alfo a manufcript treatife, in Latirif De 
Re objietricaria. 

His 



' . His pofthutriouS work was publifcfed by 
his adminiftrat6r'S,G<?(7r^^ Ays COUGH, prin-.- 
ter, and T/7i9wizj- Willi NGTOK, druggift, 
utider the following title: 

" NOTTINGHAMIA Ve^US Ct NoVA : 

** or. An Hiftorical Account of the ancient 
** and prefent State of the Town of Not^ 
.*' tingham, gathered from the Remains of 
^* Antiquity^ and coUedled from authentic 
'* Manufcripts, and ancient as well as mo- 
** dern Hiftorians ; adorned with beautiful 
^* coppef- plates. By Charles Dej:ring, 
M.D. Nottingham. 1751*'' 4^. pp. 370. 
It is embelliihcd with 24 copper-plates ^ 
among which arc d plan, and two views of 
the town j a ground plan of. the old caftle ; 
two views of the prefent caftle ^ the three 
churches ; and many other buildings'. A 
view of the ^* Rock^holes" in the park ^ fup- 
pofed by Dr. Stukeley to have been the 
work of the Britms, enlarged and altered 
by the Saxons.: But one of tfii!^ moft re- 
markable articles in, this volomfc is', a com- 
pletedefcriptionof that curious machine the 
ftocking-framc, invented two centuries ago 
by William Lee, M. A. of St. Johns CoU 

S 4 lege. 



264 CHATTER 47. 

lege, Cambridge^ a native of Woodborough^ 
near Nottingham. I know not that fo full 
an account of this complicated machine 
is elfewhere to be feen. All the parts arc 
feparatcly, and minutely defcribed, in the 
technical terms; and illuftrated by two 
views of the whole, and by a large table, 
delineating with great accuracy, every con-r 
Aitu^t part of the machine, 

WI L SON* 

The fubjea of this article, like Tbo^ 
mas WiLLisEL, and Samuel Brewer, is 
another inftance of that unconquerable 2Lt^ 
tachment to a favourite branch of know-» 
ledge, which fometimes engrofles the minds 
of thofe, who, by their lot, have not been 
exempted from labouring in the lower, and 
mechanical offices of life. 

From information which I received, more 
than twenty years ago, concerning John 
Wilson, I learned that he was originally 
an inhabitant of Kendal, in Wejimoreland i 
and was employed in the manufacture of 
knit ftockings, for which that town was fo 
famous. That^ at one time, he gave weekly 

lefTons 
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kffon^ on botany, alternately, at that placcj> 
and at Newcajile. That many pupils re- 
fortcd to him from the neighbouring parts 
of Scotland I infomuch, that in fome f<ia-. 
fons, he received fixty pounds a year, as thq 
premium of his labours^ 

I muft not, however, omit to obfervc, 
that this account does not coincide with 
another, which I have fince met with m 
the ^* Britijh Topography;" the refpeftablc 
author of which informs us, ^* That Wij,-- 
*^ SON was a ihoemaker, and by his intenfe 
^* application to his favourite ftudy, lived 
^* moft of his life in a itate of indigence, 
^* A cow, of which his wife had the care, 
** was the fole fupport of his family ? and 
*' fuch was his infatuation, that he was 
** once tempted to part with that moft ufe-* 
^' ful animal, to purqhafe Mori son's vo- 
^' luminous work, had not a neighbouring 
^^ lady prefentcd him with the book, and 
^* refcued the poor man and his family from 
<* beggary and ruin/' 

In this reprefentation of Wjxson^s con- 
<Juft, while men of fympathizing minds, 

and 
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and fimil^r tafte, muft deplore that hard 
fate which reduced him to fuch ncceffity, 
they muft yet more ftrongly cenfurc a rafli- 
nef$9 which could tempt him to rifk^ in fo 
c^ential a manner, the welfare of his fe. 
mily. 

As Wilson exhibited to the public, a 
lingular proof of his knowledge in this hi^ 
principal object, I am inclined to believe, 
that he muft, originally, either have had 
fome grammar education, or, impelled by 
his genius, muft afterwards have acquired 
a knowledge of the Laiin language. How 
clfe (except on the fuppofition of extraordi- 
nary afliftance, of which I have no informa- 
tion) could he have made ufc of Mori son's 
^' Hiftory," or have tranfla ted. Ray's Sj- 
nqpjis ! In 1744, he publi/hed ** A Sy- 
" Nopsis OF British Plants in Mr. 
" Ray's Method ; with their Charadjcrs, 
" Defcriptions, Places of Growth, Time of 
** Flowering, and phyfical Virtues, accord- 
*' ing to the moft accurate Obfervations, 
" and the beft modern Authors; together 
•* with a Botanical Dictionary, illuftrated 

'* with 
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•^ with feveral Figures. By John Wilson^ 
♦f Newcajile upon l^yne^* 8% J 744. pp^ 

272. . 

Throughout this work, the author ha? 
prefixed copious chara<fters to each genus, 
taken, as it appears, from Ray and Tour ne^ 
FORT • into many of which, in conformity 
to Ray's method, he introduces the form 
of the leaves, gnd the habit of the plant. 
By this means, having added, in moft in-^ 
ftances, fhort defcriptions of the fpecies, his 
book was an ufeful pocket manual, as far 
as it extended; for he begins with the Ca-. 
pillary plants, and ends with the Bulbous 
rooted. He fubjoins the particular places 
of the rare plants in the. northern parts of- 
Rnglandy from his own obiervations, and, 
partly from a manufcript of Mr. Law-#. 
son's.. His remarks on the properties and 
virtues, additional to thofe from Ray, he 
has principally extracted from Miller'§\ 
^' Botanicum Officinale J* 
* Wilson has made fome tranfpofitions in 
the diflribution of his fubjeds in this vo- 
lume, which prove that he. had attentively 
examined plants, and was well acquainted 

wirfi 
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with the fyftem of Ray. Some of his al- 
terations will ftand the tcft of modern accu- 
racy, though otlicrs may be lefs happy* 

He has placed all the fpecics of the Fu^ 
maria genus together, in the Papilionaceous . 
clafs; and, agreeably to the hint which 
DiLLENius gives in iht Synopjis, p. 316, 
has referred the Plantains^ and Sponges^ to 
the Monopetalous flowers fuccecded by dry 
feed veflels. The removal of the Lyjima^ 
cbuffiliquofa^ the two Papavera corniculata^ 
^^Cbelidonium, and the Balfamine^ to the/S/- 
//^i^3/?orTetradynamous clafs of Linn-sus, 
is lefs to be approved. By thefe changes, 
he has nearly annihilated Ray*s twenty- 
fecond clafs of Britijh herbs. In tranf- 
pofing of fpecics, he has made more nume-» 
rous alterations ; fome of which are fuffi^ 
ciently juftified by modem improvenients* 
^Thus he has brought under one genus the 
Scordium and Scorodonia. He has referred 
the Rapbanus rujiicanus to the Cochlearia 
genus, as Tournefort had done. The , 
Chelidonium genus is feparated from the 
pMpaver^ and a new charafteriftic note 
framed, but the name Papaver corniculatum 

preferved. 
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preferved. The only two plants met \Vlth 
in this book^ which do not occur in the 
Synop^s of Ray, are fuch as have a doubt- 
ful title to the appellation of indigenous : 
they are the Valeriana rubra^ and Allium 
Scbanoprafum. 

I believe he died about the year 1750, 
or loon after. He left the remaining part 
of his work, on the Graminaceous and Cryp-^ 
togamous tribes, compleat in manufcript. 
In the year 1762, a pcrfon oi Newcaftle^ 
into whofe hands the manufcript had 
pafled, meditated the publication of it, 
with a new edition of the work now fpo- 
ken of, which was out of print, and much 
called fo/; but the defign never took 
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Blackftonc — His Fafticulus Plantarum circa 
Harcfield — Specimen Botanicum — Contri- 
lutors to that Catalogue. 
CoUihfon — a great promoter of Botany and Gar- 
dening — introduces many new prodaStions from 
. America. 

American Botcnifis — Logan — Mitchell. 
Warner — His Plantae Woodfbrdienfes — Ghjfary 
to th plays (?/Shakefpearc— L^j^^i^ and Exbi^ 
' lition to Wadham College. 

BLACKSTONE. 

IN 1737, 'John Blackstone, an apo- 
thecary, in Fleet Street ^ London^ pub- 
lifhed " Fasciculus Plantarum cir- 
ca Harefield sponte nascentium:" 
with an iVppendix^ containing fome fliort 
notes relating to Harejield. 12*. pp. 118. 
The order obferved in this fmall local cata- 
logue is alphabetical, and the fynonyms 
taken from Cafpar Bauhine's Pinax, from 
Gerard, Parkinson, and others in 
common iife. Thefe are followed by the 

X general 
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general place of growth, the particular 
ipot.in the inftances of rare plants, and 
the time of flowering. As fcarcely any of 
the Mojfes, or Fungi, are introduced, the 
purjiber is fmall ; only 527 fpecies. The 
account of Harejield is very brief. 

The fame author publiflled alfo, " Spe- 
cimen Botanicum quo Plantar urn plurium 
variorum Anglic^ indigenarutn Loci natales 
illujlrantzir. Authore J. Blackstone." 
$\ ^746. pp. 106. This fmall volume 
exhibits the particular places of growth of 
366 fpecies of the more rare Englijb plants, 
and was fo far a valuable addition to Ray's 
Synopjis^ The arrangement is the fame oa 
in the Harejield Catalogue, and . the fyno- 
nyms drawn from the fame authors ^ with 
i^t addition of a few from the works of 
LiNN-ffius* It is embclliflied with two 
.elegant engravings : or>e rcprefenting that 
lingular variety of the Clavaria Hypoxykn^ 
firft figured in ih^ PhilofopbicaiTranfaSHons, 
N°475. anddefcribed as 2i Boletus: the other, 
the Lycoperdon fornicatunij Fl.Ang, ed. 2. 
p.' 644; but firft defcribed and figured in. 
N** 474, by the late Sir ^//Zw;;? Watson. • 

The 
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The Loci riatales, or, as fome modcrA 
botanifts quaintly ipeak^ the Habitats, of a 
great number of the fubjeds in this little 
work, were communicated by the friends 
and correfpondents of the author; of whom^ 
as they hereby contributed to enlarge the 
bounds of EngliJIo botany, it is but juft to 
record their names. 

From Torkjhire^ the author was fupplied 
with a great number by Mr.THORNBECK, 
a furgeon and expert botanift, at Ingleton, a 
fpot rich in the choiceft objects of a curious 
obfcrver. Mr. Dawson, a furgeon of 
Leeds, communicated alfo many rare fpe- 
cies : as did Mr. Vernon, oi Wbitcburcb^ 
in Cbejhire. 

The obfervations of the late Sir William 
Watson, Sir John Hill, Dr. Wilmer, 
and Mr. HuRLocK, contributed to enrich 
this little Flora. I 'find alfo a manufcript 
Catalogue of Plants growing about Feverf* 
bam frequently referred to, written by yobn 
3ateman, A.m. This manufcript has 
fince been the bafis of a little work, pub^ 
liihed by the late Edward Jacob, F.S. A. 
updcr the title oi^^FknfceFaverJhamienfes^ 

Lond. 
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Lond. 8% 1777. PP* ^^7- '^^ which is 
annexed, a view of the Foffil Bodies of the 
ifland of Sbepey. The plan of this catalogue 
is exadly that of Mr. Warner's, in the 
** Planta Woodfordienfes:' 

In this volume, Mr. Blackstone haji 
introduced a few plants^ not before record- 
> ed as natives of this ifland : fuch are, the 
Epimedium alpinumi Arijlolochia Clematitki 
Limonium rtticulatumi Fritillaria Meleagris ; 
and Dentaria bulbifera. Subfequcnt authors 
have not allowed complete naturalization to 
the Epimedium^ and probably that of fome of 
the others is but of modern date. The two 
laft were obferved by Mr. Blacks tone iji 
the environs of Harefield. 

The author intended another volume of 
the Specimen^ for which he had collected 
materials. He had alfo a tafte for Topo- 
graphical Antiquities, and had made col- 
lections in that way, but did not live ta 
publifli them. He died in 1753 *. 

The 

♦ Mr. Hudson, when he feparated the yellow Centory 
from the Gentiansy gave it the name of Blackstonia; 
which diftin£lion LxNNiSUs confirmed in the Syftm^ 
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The ^^ Specimen Botanicum"* of Mr. 
Blackstone^ I confider as the laft book 
publifhed in England^ on the indigenous 
botany^ before the fyftem of Linnjeus had 
gained the afcendancy over that of Ray : 
nor, unlefs it were within my plan to re- 
count iingle papers, occafionally printed in 
the Pbilofopbical TranfaBtons, or in other 
collections, am I able to mention any work 
of importance on exotic botany, before this 
revolution took place, which was not built 
upon, or at leafl did not exhibit fome prin* 
ciples of, the new fyftem. Whilft this 
event was taking place, which cannot be 
computed at fewer than twenty years, com- 
mencing from 1740, there were, however, 
feveral eminent and learned men, who, al- 
though they did not diftinguifh themfelves 
by publifhing feparatc trads on the fcience, 
were occafionally improving it, by their 

«f 1767^ but changed &e naoie to QfhrSj m appelladoa 
it had received from Reneaulme, in his Specinun 
Hiftoria Pkmtarumj publifhed in 161 1. Itfhould feem, 
that the difcovery of the true place of this plant in th« 
f^em, entitled Mr. Hudson to the diipenfation of the 
name^ or at leaft that Blackston£ ihoold have beea 
perpetuated in the trivkl epithet. 

various 
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various, diff ovaries aji4 co«ii»unic;ate>?L% 
end, ^ver awake tp its welfare,, by the par 
troaage they extended towayd^ it^ J cannof 
omit to mention fome of thefs, though it 
l>e out of jny powfg: either to 4o» fufHeieat 
juftice to iheir fervipes myfelf, or tp poiat 
out, in foncte inftances, fach memorials rcr 
Jatiftg to their lives, as might properly grar 
tify that curiqfity, which efteem for their 
chacaftej-s naturally excites^ 

COtLINSON. 

As. prior in point of time, I raentfci> Mn 
Peter Qolljnson, to whofe name is at-? 
tached all that refpeft which is due to ber^e- 
volcnce and virtue. I have the fatjsfaSion of 
referring the reader to fome account of Mr^ 
CoLLiNsoN, printed in 1770 : and tp fur- 
ther anecdotes, by Dt. Lett som, at the end 
of his " Memoirs of Dr. FoTifjiRQiLt ;'* 
to which is annexed, a lift of MrtCQtLii»t-» 
son's papers, printed in the Fkih/qphjc^i 
TranfoBions, and in the Qmtiem^n^s M^g^^ 
zine^. In Mr. Collinson^s time, England 
ceceived large accei}i@it$ %q ^tk: botany 

• See alfo a further account of Mr. CoLLrK$oN in 
the Biographia Britamica. Vol. iv. 2cl edit. p. 34. 

T 2 firom^ 
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from all parts of the globe ; to which no 
one contributed more than himfelf, through 
his various corrcfpondence, efpecially in 
America. He was indefatigable in his ex- 
ertions to procure the feeds of curious and 
ufeful vegetables, and equally free in diflri-r 
buting them. Natural Hiftory in all its 
parts. Planting, and Horticulture, were his 
delight. He cultivated the choiccft exotics, 
and the rareft EngliJIo plants. His garden 
contained, at one time, a more complete 
affortment of the Orchis genus, than, per- 
haps, had ever been feen in one colledion 
before. He died Auguft 11, 1768, in the 
75th year of his age *. 

Numerous were the channels by which 
England was enriched with the feeds and 
(pecimens oi American produdtions. Bar- 
tram was conftantly employed in colleft- 
tng. Governor Col d e n, of New Tdrk, and 
Dr; MiCHELL, in Firgmia, were frequent 
sin their communications to Miller, to 
Catesby, toCoLLiNSON, and others. For 

^ The name of Mr. Collinson is perpetuated in x. 
beautiful American plant of the Diandrous dais, well 
known in the Engli^ g^rdens^ 

Dr. 
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Dr. Fothergill's inceffant exertions in 
the fame defigns, being at a later period, 
are too well known to be repeated here. 
Governor Col den feht to Linn:«us up- 
wards of 200 fpecieis, the account of which 
was printed in the IJpfal ASls for 1743 and 
1744; and LiNN-flEUs, in \i\% Flora Zey-^ 
lanicaj gave to a plant of the Tetrandrous 
clafs, the name of his correfpondent. 

LOGAN. 

Several ingenious gentlemen in America 
purfued botanical inveAigatlons with great 
fiiccefs about this period. James Logan, 
Efq; afterwards Prefident of the Council, 
and Chief Juftice oi Penfyhania, inftituted. 
a fet of Experipients on the Maiz, relating 
to the fexes of plants. They were firft 
communicated in a letter to Prf^rCoLLiN-* 
SON, F.R.S. in 17355 and were printed in 
the Pbilofophical Tranfa£iions^ Vol. xxxvi. 
p. 192. They were afterwards enlarged, 
and publifhed in Latin, at Leyden, ii) 1739, 
under the title of ** Experiment a et Melete-- 
mat a dePlantarum Generatione i* and repub- 
Jilfhed with an Englip tranflatipn, if I mif- 
T 3 take 
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ftflcenot^ byDnFofHERfeJLi, in «\ 15747. 
p^. 3^ Thcjy liave bttea confidered, and 
apf^Jtldd to, afi among the ixADft decl&i^ In 
eftiifcHfi^g the do£Mftb tbi^ ^^yeit iuumdfcd 

to illtt/n:i'^t& Olid confil'tn'. 

MITCHELL. 

Dr. j^(7i5)7 Mitchell, then leiident at 
Urban a, 'in Virginia^ fent over, in 1741. 
the defcriptions of thirty genera of plants^ 
of which fix were entirely new 5 others were 
corroded a^d amended. 'Among fcbe moft 
i*lna'rkabk are> the Ginfeng of yihmtica^ 
Panax quinquefolium : the Liquid Ambur 
Styrac^lua^ the Malacodendr^rij afterwards 
oalkd by Catesby, Stewartia, iii ho- 
nour of th< Earl of BtrTE : the Zittania 
aquatica. In the intrpdudlioa. Dr. Mit-- 
CHELL difcourfes on the principJes of bo- 
tftny, and appears to have paid attention to 
the Hybrid proda<flions. This ^paper was 
feparately published, in 4*. at Nurenkir^h^ 
in 1769. 

In 1743, he fent over to Mr, Cox Vin- 
son-, an ingenious ^* Bffay on the Caufes of 
^^ th« different Colours Qf Pe^lc in di^«. 

" rent 



' ** rent Climates/* II was defigraed as a fo- 
lution of the prize problem from the Aca- 
demy of Bourdeaux i but was published ia 
Ac Pbilofophical ^ranfa^ions. Vol. xliii. 
pp. 102 — 150. 

The queftion concerning the caufe of the 
black colour of the (kin in Negroes^ has 
cxcrcifed the pens of many philofophers and 
anatomifts* What has perplexed the quef- 
tion the more is/ that the& ingenious wri- 
ters (among whom are principally Malpighi^ 
Bayle^ Winjlow^ Meckel^ and BarrereJ have 
di^red about matters of fadt that ihould 
feem to be cognizable by the fenfes. 

It would be improper in this work to 
purfue the l^rned author through all hit 
ingenious details and c\xvvo\i%fcholia on this 
fubjedt; it muft be fufficient to obferve, 
that^ on the Newtonian do<5trine of the cauies 
of colours, he deduces the colour of the 
fldn c£ Negroes from the ftru<9:ure, after 
eftabiifhing certain propofitions: !• That 
rfie colour of White People proceeds from 
1^yt colour which the epidermis tranfmits* 
2. That thedenfity of the fkins of Negroes 
allows of no tranfmiffion of colour* 3* Tlic 

T4 part 
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part of the fkin which appears black in 
Negroes, is the corpus reticulars cutis, and 
external lamella of the epidermis. 4. That 
the colour does not proceed fron^ any black 
humour or fluid parts contained in their 
Ikins. 5. That the epidermis, efpecially its 
external lamella, is divided into two parts^ 
by its pores and icales, 200 times lefs than 
the particles of bodies, on which their co-» 
lours depen4» Hence Dr. Mitchell con-, 
eludes, " that the proximate caufe of the 
colour of Negroes is threefold 5 vi^^ the 
opacity pf their fkips, proceeding from the 
thicknefs and denfity of the texture, which 
obftrudts the tranfmiffion of the rays of 
light frpm the white and red parts below 
them I together with their greater refrac- 
tive power, which abforbs thofe rays ; and 
the fmallnefs of the particles of their fkins, 
which hinder them to refleQ: any light." 
After which, he difcourfes pn the influence 
of the fun, and the modes of life among the 
inhabitants of hot cpuntries, as the remote 
caufes of the colpur of Negroes and In-» 
dians. 

Pr, MjTCHjELi^ returned to l^nghind^ I 

believe. 
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believe, about the year 1747 or 1748 5 be^ 
came a Fellow of the Royal Society ^ and 
was the writer of an inflruaive memoir **On 
^^ the Preparation and Ufes of the various. 
^^ Kinds of Pot-Afh/* Phil, rranf. VoL 
xlv, p. 541—^563. And of •* A Litter 
♦^ concerning the Force of Eleftrical Co* 
^^ hefion/' Vol. li. p. 390, 

w Alt N £K« 

Richard Warner, Efq; of Woodford-- 
Row J in Ejfexy merits a particular remem* 
brance at this period, for his regard to the 
fcience of botany, and ihe refpedt and ho- 
nour he ever (hewed to thfc lovers of it. 
" He was bred to the law," as we are in- 
formed in the * Anecdotes of Mr. William 
BowYER,' " and had chambers in iw- 
*^ coin's Inn-y but, being pofleflcdof a genteel 
** fortune, refided at a good old houfe on 
^^ Woodford Green.'' Here he maintained a 
botanical garden, and was very fuccefsful in 
the cultivation of rare exotics. He was 
not unacquainted with indigenous plants. 
The herborizations of the Company of 
Apothecaries wer^i pnce in the feafon, 

ufually 
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vfually dire(fted to the environs <^ W$^ 
ferd^ where, after the refeirches of the day^ 
at the tabk of Mr, Warner, the pro- 
dod» rf Fhra were difplayed* The rcfalt 
of the itiveftigations made in that neigh* 
botiri%cod> was pubUflied by M^. War- 
KfiR, under the titie of ** Planta JVi^d-^ 
*^ fordienfes I or, a Catalogue of the more 
** perfed: Plants growing fpontaneoufly 
** about Woodford^ in Effex^ Lond. 1 77 1 . 
8^ pp. 2 38 • As none of the Grammac^ous^ 
or Crypagamous tribes, are introduoed, the 
lift does not exceed 518 fpedes. The or-* 
der is alphabetical, by the names from 
Ray's Sympjis i after which follow thft 
^cific cfaarader at length, from Hud- 
sons " Flora Anglicuy' the Linnaan daft 
and order, the Engli/h name, place, and 
lufiie of flowering. In the Preface, the au-; 
thor enumerates the names of more than' 
twenty of his friends, among whom are 
many of thofe alluded to above, by whofe 
joint afiiflanre he was enabled to enlarge 
his work beyohd what his own obfervationa 
might otherwife have allowed. Mr, War- 
KER was alfo di(Ungui(hed for his polite 

learning^^ 
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learning ; and eminently fo, for his critical 
knowledge in the writings of Sbakejpeare^ 
of whofe plays he had long meditated to 
give a new editbix; bat defifted, on the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Sfemenfs propofais, la 
1 768, he publifhed *• A Letter to David 
*' Garrick, Efq; concerning a <31offary to the 
<^ Plays o£ SJbake^eare:' ^\ ThisGloffaiy 
he continued to augment^ to the lafl days 
of his life. He tranflated the Comedies of 
P/autus, left undone by Thornton, which 
were publifhed in 1772 and 1774. 

Mr. Warner, in his youth, as is re- 
lated of the great LiNNAtrs, had been re- 
markably fond of dancing ; fior, till his 
paflion ** for that diverfion fubfided, did he 
** convert the largeft room in his houfe 
♦^ into a library." He died April 1 1, I7755 
and bequeathed his valuable books to Wad^ 
ham College, Oxford, where he received his 
education i and left to the fame Society an 
exhibition for a botanical ledure. 
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Ehret— tf German ef the marquifate of Baden 
• Durlach -^firfi patronized by Trew — Paints 
plants in the Royal Garden of Paris — and ipi 
Clifford^ garden under Linnasus — Settles iff 
England — Patronized hy the Literati— Plantar 
Seleftae of Trtyt painted by him --Ehrct' s pub-- 
lications — His papers in the PhilofophicaJ 
Tranfaftions. 
JNX^his writings. 

E H R E T. 

AMONG the various contingencies 
which favoured the introduction of 
theLinncvan fyftem into England ^ it is not* 
unimportant to mention the efFed of the , 
atJmirabk pencil of the late Mr, Eh ret. 
This ingenious artift brought with him, 
not only a general tafte for botany, but a 
particular knowledge of the principles, oa 
whicli the fyftem of Linnaeus was found- 
ed 5 and was among the firft who difplaye4 
it, in the fpecimens of his art. 

Th^ father of George Dyonijius Ehret 
was gardener to the Prince of Baden Ihir^ 

lach^ 



hcb'^. Young Ehret very early fliewcd a 
tafte for drawing, and painting the flowers 
of the garden* And although he received 
no inftrudions, yet fuch was his proficien- 
cy, that, whilft a very young man, he had 
painted 500 plants with a fkill and accu- 
racy that was almoft unexampled, under 
the difadvantages of fo total a want of in* 
. ilruiSion as our young artift had experi- 
enced* His merit, however, remained long 
unknown, or at leaft jneiFedually noticed, 
until it was difcovered by a gentleman of 
curiofity and judgment, who vifited the 
garden, of which his father was the fuper-;* 
intendant. Fortunately for young Ehret, 
this ftranger was a phyfician and a friend 
of the celebrated Dr. Trew, of Normierg^ 
to whom he juftly fuppofed thefe paintings 
would be acceptable. E h r e t by this means 
was introduced to Trew, who immediately, 
purchafed the whole 500 paintings, and ge- 
tieroufly gave him double the price at which 
the young artift had modeftly valued them. 

♦ CharleSj Prince of BaderkDurlachy was a patron of 
botany, and his garden was famous at that time. He 
{ent his principal fuperintendant of the garden, on the un* 
fortunate expedition with Hebenstreit, into Jfriciu 

The 
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The liberality of Trew, by which Ehret 
put46oo florins into his pockety infpired him 
with confidence in his own abilities^ and fuch 
a fhare of ambition as inclined him to quit 
his home^ and feek at once to raife his for* 
tune, and to gratify the dclire he bad to fe« 
the world. It appears that hd was too much 
elated with his fuccefs; and^ as the efFedt of 
Ibme fhare of vanity, and a want <rf cbco- 
nomy not unufual in young men, he ibon 
diflipated this fum, and, in queft of adven* 
turcs, went to Bqfil^ with the laft, and tho& 
only a few^ of his florins in his pocket* 
Here, fhutting himfclf up, he, with great 
diligence, and fingular exertion, flimulated 
now by prefBng ncceffity, foon exhibited 
aamerous fpecimens of his art; and, though 
he had learned to fet a higher value upon 
diem, found a demand beyond his induf- 
try to fupply. Having thus recruited his 
finances, he journeyed into France^ and re- 
fided fome time at Montpelier^ where he 
taught his art to a lady of fortune, who re- 
warded him gencroufly, and, on his wifli to 
remove, paid his expences to Lpns and P/^-- 
ris. At the latter city he became known to 
JussiEU, and was for fome time employed 

to 
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to paint the plants of the Royal Garden^ 
under that eminent Profeflbr's infpe<5tio?i. 
After a certain time, he exchanged his fitu- 
ation at Paris^ for that of London ; bat not 
fucceeding to his mind, he foon returned 
to the continent. The precife time of hi$ 
bein^ firft in England^ I cannot afeeftaifii 
but it was, I conjedture, before his employ- 
ment in the garden of Mr, Clifford, 
where Linn^sus found him in the year 
173^6. From LiNN/Bus himfelf he wa$ 
taught attention to the parts of the flpwcr, 
and hence became early inftrufted ia tli« 
principles of the fexwal fyftem. His go« 
tafte, and botanical accuracy, were, I ap- 
prehend, firft publicly manifefted in the 
figures of the Hortus Cliffortianus^ pub-- 
liihed in 17373 and, from that time, Eh^ 
RET became ftrongly attached to the pria- 
.4iplcs of the Swede. 

He returned to England about the year 
1740, or foon after that period : and here 
he fpent the remainder of his days. His firft 
patron in this country was 7i2y/?r Whjt»^ 
Efq; for whom he finifhed 300 paintings of 
plants. He foon after procured the patro- 
nage of Dr. Mead« for whQm he painted 
.3 200, 
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^oo, and who generoufly advanced his price* 
In confequence of this countenance and 
proteiftion, he obtained encouragement from 
Sir Hans Slo ane, and many other opulent 
lovers of his art. Dfw Fothergill pro- 
cured large colledlions from him; and the 
late eminent patronefs of natural hiilory^ the 
Duchefs g/* Portland, poffeffed, befides 
near 300 paintings of exotics, upwards of 
500 of Englijh plants, done on vellum, and 
highly finifhed, by this admirable artift. 

Another of his patrons, and to whofc 
obliging information I owe great part of the 
foregoing anecdotes relating to him, was 
jR^i^^WiLLETT,Efqi oiMerfyy mDorfet^ 
jhire-, at whofe feat Mr. Eh ret was ac- 
cuftomed, for many years, to fpend feveral 
weeks in the fummer feafon, and in whofe 
friendfhip Mr.EHRET repofed, as executor 
in the laft arrangement of his affairs. The 
library at Merly exhibits a copious collec- 
tion of exotics, done by Ehret : not fewer 
than 230 finifhed fpecimens on vellum; 
befides fcVenty on paper ; and more than 
500 in an unfinifhed ftate. 

The firfl publiflied fpecimens of his pen- 
cil, after his fcttlemcntin England^ that I 

am 
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am acquainted with^ were exhibited in the 
44th volume of the PhilofophicalTranfaSiions, 
N"* 478, for January and February 17465 
by the figure of the Keratophyton JiabellU 
forme of Ray (Oorgonia verrucofa Lin.^ 
for a paper Written by Sir Hans Sloane ; 
and by two excellent figures of the Oe-- 
nantbe crocata^ and Cicuta virofa^ in the 
fame volume, intended to illuftratd Mn 
Watson's obfervations on the fatal Qua- 
lities of thofe Plants. 

Very early after his arrival in this king- 
dom, he began to paint figures of the rareil 
products of the JS/fg/^ gardens, for his friend 
and firft patron Dr. Trewi for whom, in 
the end, he finifhed 300. Of thcfc, at 
different periods, 100 were engraved, and 
publifhed in Decads^ under the following 
title : 

*' pLANTiB SELECtJE> quoTum Ima^ 
gines dd exemplaria naturalia Londini in 
hortis curioforum nutritaj manu drtificiofa 
finxit Georgius Dionyjius fiHRETj Gtrma* 
nus^ collegit mminibus notifque illujiravif 
CbrJjacob. Trew^ M.D. North i in Ms in^ 
cidit ei vivis cohribtts reprefentavit Joi Jac^ 

Vet. II. U Haid. 
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Haid. Augujianus.'' Decuria L 1750, fol, 
reg. — Decur. X, 1773. 

Seven Decads of this work were publifli- 
ed at Dr. Trew's expence, during his life- 
tiqie ; and the remaining three by Dr. Vo- 
ce l, after his deceafe. The whole is exe- 
cuted in fo fplendid a manner, as to confti- 
tute, at this day, one of the fineft orna- 
ments of the botanical library. 

The only publication of any importance 
in England J in which Mr. Ehret was en- 
gaged throughout, as far as I can find, was 
Brown's " Natural Hiftory of Jamaica,'* 
printed in 1756, for which he drew all the 
figures, amounting to 40 tables. As they 
were principally taken from prepared and 
dried fpccimens, they cannot be numbered 
among his capital performances. 

Mr.EHRET drew, and himfelf engraved, 
a fet oF tables of Exotics, two or three on 
each plate, to the number of fifteen ; each 
table containing alfo a Butterfly of exotic 
origin. Thefe were publifhcd 2X London^ 
in 1748 — 1759. The laft of thefe exhi- 
bits the Cape Jafmine, Gardenia florida^ 
which had flowered for the firfl time in 

England, 



Ehret. i()i 

.England^ in the garden of Mr* Warner, 
at Woodfordy in the year 1758, A defcrip- 
tion of this elegant plant; the genericd 
charader of the Laurus Sajfafras 5 and the 
defcription of a new Litbojpermumy all writ- 
ten by Mr. Ehret, were printed in the 
** Nova A£ia Acad€mi<^ Curtoforum*' Tom* 
II. Norimb. iy6i^ ^ '\ 

An Account of the Ophrys fcapo nudo 
Joins radiealibus ovato-oblongisy dimidii fcapi 
longitudin€y defer ibed by Gronovius in 
his ** Flora Virginicai*. with a figure* 
VoLliii. p. 81. The Ophrys lilifolia of 
LiNNJEUs : it was fent from Philadelphia 
by Mr. Bar tram, and flowered in Eng-- 
Jandy for the firft time, in the garden of 
Mr. CoLLiNsoN, in the year 1758. 

An Account of a new Peruvian plant 
lately introduced into the Englijh gar- 
dens; with a figure. Vol. liii. p. I3t« 
This IS the Nolana projirata Lin, which 
flowered in the garden at Chelfea, for the 
firft time in England, in 1761, now very 
common. 

A Defcription of the Andrachne, witK 
its botanical charadler, and a figure, Yol, 

U 2 \y\u 
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Ivii. p. 114. The Arbutus Andracbne^ 
which firft flowered in England^ in 1766, 
in the garden of Dn Fothergill, 

His ingenuity and knowledge of nature 
raifed him to a degree of reputation among 
the literati^ and obtained him the diilindtion 
of being chofen a Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety, Befides the profit accruing from 
thofe numerous exhibitions of his pencil^ he 
applied for many years, with great ailidui- 
ty, to the bufinefs of teaching his art ; and 
if his ingenuity did not meet with a reward 
equal to his merit, i^et his labours, in the 
end, proved fufficiently lucrative, to afford 
him a moderate independence ; though^ to 
the laft, he ceafed not to employ his pencil. 

He died in September 1770, in the 60th 
year of his age ''^. 

Mr. Ehret married the filler of Tbilip 
Miller^ of Chelfea^ by whom he left one 
fon. 

* Mr*, Ehret was complimented by Dr. Trew, in 
the Third Dccad of the PlanUe Seheta^ with a new ge- 
nus, which he called by his name. The EnRETiiE are 
trees of the Penkindrous clafs, firft dcfcribed and figured 
by Sloane j to which, new fpecies have been added by 
Jacquin* 

He 
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He was well verfed in the botany of this 
country, and delighted in painting the indi- 
genous plants. He was ever bcft pleafed 
when employed by fcientific people ^ fisce 
his wiih was always to follow nature, and 
to exhibit on his piece the true charaftcrs,- 
without the fmalleft deviation for the fake 
of embellifhment. Having early imbibed 
the principles of Linnaus's fyftem, he at- 
tended to the difcrinaination of the parts on 
which it was founded, with an accuracy 
that commanded obfervance; and while his' 
excellence in delineating and painting drew 
admiration, and difFufed a taftc for the 
ftudy of plants, the truth of his pencil in- 
ftrudted thofe who beheld it in the prin-f 
ciples of the fcience. 
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About the year 1751, Dr. Hill began 
to publifli on the fubjeft of botany. His 
*' Hiftory of Plants," printed in that year, 
although compiled and tranflated princi- 
pally from LiNNiEus, wa^ not adapted to 
indigenous botany, nor fufficiently calcu- 
lated to inftrud the ftudent in the ultimate 
' ■ U 3 part 
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part of any fyfterri, the fpecific diftinftioris; 
iince Linnaeus had not as yet completed 
the exemplification by modelling the cha- 
. ra<5tcr throughout the whole -, the Species. 
Plantarum not being publiihed till the year 

J753- 
I mean not to enter on any detail of his 

numerous writings, fince they are well 
known, and moft of them poftcrior to the 
limits of my plan. Although it may be 
difficult to reconcile the praifes this au- 
thor beftows on LiNNwEUs, in many of his 
writings, with the cenfures contained in his 
" Britiih Herbal,'* yet his works had a fa- 
vourable influence in promoting the fciencc 
in general, though not the Linnaan modifi^ 
cation of it in particular *. . 

* For an account of Sir John Hill, I refer the reader 
to the fiiographica JPramatifa. Edit, th^ zd, 1782, 
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Sir William Watfon — Anecdotes of^-^ His early 
bias to Natural Hijlory — Admitted into the 
Royal Society — Dijlinguijhes himjelf as a Bo-- 
tanift--- His papers on that Juhje^l in the Philo- 
Ibphical Tranfaftions • — Puhlijhes Peyffonners 
Difcoveries oh Zoophytes — Appointed one of 
the ^ruftees to the Britifh Mufeum by Sloane 
himjelf — One of the Revivers of Eleffricity — 
Makes feveral eminent difcoveries in that branch 
ofphilojophy — His papers on that fubjeStprinted^ 
in the Philofophical Tranfaftions. 

WATSON. 

AMONG thofe learned botanifts of 
England^ who early recognized the 
prevailing excellencies of the Linnaan fyC- 
tern, muft be ranked the late Sir William 
Wat so N, At a period when Botany was 
feebly fupported in thefe kingdoms, after 
the deceafe of the Sherards, and the re- 
tirement of Sloane, his talents and his 
zeal enabled Him, as far as the influence of 

U4 an 
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an individual could extend, to fuflain an4 
promote this fciencc, not Qnly with his 
own countrymen, but with thofe learn* 
ed foreigners who vifited this kingdom. 
Whilft, therefore, juftice to his charadter 
aod attainments, in the fubje<5b of this 
work, demand confideration, I feel an addi- 
tional motive to pay a tribute to his me- 
mory, arifing from a grateful remembrance 
of the friendship and correfpondeijcc with 
which he honpured me. 

Sir William Watson wa« born in 1715, 
in St. Johns Street ^ near Smitbfield. His fa- 
ther was a reputable tradefman in that ftreet, 
and died, leaving him very young. When 
he had attained to a proper age, he was 
fent to Merchant Taylor's School ; and from 
thenpe was apprenticed to Mr. Ricbardfon^ 
apothecary, in 1730. 

In his ,youth he had a ftrong propenfity 
to the ftudy of patural hiftory, and parti- 
cularly to that of plants. This led him to 
make frequent excurfions in a morning, fe- 
deral miles from London i fo that he becamq 
early well acquainted with the Loci natales 
qf the indigenous plants of the environ? of 

London z 
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Lmdon I and, during his apprentice&ip, he 
gained the honorary premjum given annu* 
ally by the Apothecaries Company, to fuch 
young men a$ exhibit a fuperiority in the 
knowledge of plants, in thofe excurfions 
made by the Demonftrator of Cbelfea Gar- 
den i and inftituted for the purpofe of ini- 
tiating the apprentices of the Company in a 
fcience fo neceflary to the profeffion. This 
premium, as hath been obferved in the 
courfe of the preceding pages, confiftcd of a 
handfomely bound copy of Ray's Synopjis^ 
He continued, a^ times, throughout his life, 
to attend on thefe occafions, and meet his 
former aflbciatcs with great pjeafure and 
delight. 

In 1738, Mr, Watson married, and fet 
up in bufinefs for himfelf. His Jkill, his 
adivity, and diligence in his profeffion, foon 
diftinguifhed him among his acquaintance; 
as did his tafte for natural hiftory, and his 
general knov^^ledge of philofophical fubjeSs 
among the members of the Royal Society^ 
of which honourable body he was cleded a 
member early in the year 1741 ; his two 
firil: communicatipn^ Jbeing printed in the 

41ft 
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41 ft volume of the Pbilofopbical Tranfac^ 
tions. 

Soon after his admiflion into the Royal 
Society, Mr. Watson diftinguiflied him- 
ielf as a botanift. His earlieft paper on 
this fubjedt was, '* An Account of the ce- 
*' lebrated Haller's Enumeratio Stirpium^ 
" Helvetia^ extra<fted from the Latin^ and 
** illuftrated with a ConfpeBus of the au- 
• *' thor's method, and with various obfer-- 
*' vaticwis/' This was printed in the Pbi^^ 
lojbphical TranfaSiions (a). 

In the fame volume {&), and in the fuc- 
ceeding (c), he excited the attention of the 
curious in this way, by fbme '* Critical Re- 
** marks on the Rev. Mr. Pickering'^ 
•* Paper concerning the Seeds of Mufh- 
*' rooms,'* which, that gentleman having 
feen a fhort time before, considered as a new 
difcovery; whereas Mr. Watson fhewed^ 
that they had been demonftrated feveral 
years prior to that period, by M» Micheli, 
in his " Nova Plant arum Geyiera^'' printed 
at Florence in 1729. 

(/7) Vol. xlii. p. 369—80. \h) p. 599. 

{<) VdL xliii. N«473* p. 51. . . ^ 

But 
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But that which attrafted the attention of 
foreign botaniftjs particularly, was his de- 
fcrlption of a rare and elegant fpecies of 
Fungus J called from its form Geafter {J). 
This was written in Latin, and accompa- 
nied with an engraving. It has fincc been 
f:arlled Ly coper don fornicatum. 

In the fame volume are inferted fome 
very inftrudtive obfervations on the Cicuta^ 
or Common Hemlock ; occafioned by the 
death of two ai t\i^ Dutch foldicrs, quartered 
at Wdltham Abbey, in Ejfex ; which hap* 
pened in confequence of their having eaten 
this herb inftead of Greens (J). 

The death of two of the French prifonera 
in 1746, occafioned by their eating the 
roots of the Hemlock Dropwort, produced 
from Mr. Watson a paper, which in an 
eminent manner exemplified his fkill in the 
knowledge of plants. It abounds with 
curious and critical obfervations on that 
plant, and on the Sium Eruca folio of Caf- 
par Bauhine (Cicuta virofa L/>j.) with 
which it had been frequently confounded ; 

[d) Phil, Trafif, Vol. xliii. p. 234, t 2. f. !!• 
(.) Ibid. .N'+73-P-i8, 

(> as 
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as both had alfo been commonly miftaken 
for Water Parfnep. It is accompanied with 
engravings of the plants, from the excel- 
lent drawings of Mr. E h r e t (/) . 

In the 45th volume of the Pbilofopbical 
^ranfaSHanSy is printed a Tranfla^tion, by Mr. 
Watson, of a Letter to Sir Hans Sloane, 
from Dr.GARCiN, oi Neucbatel^ containing 
a complete hiftory of the Cyprefs of the an- 
tients 5 the Henna^ or Alcanna of the Ara-- 
Bians, called by Lis liMvsLaw/bnia inermis; 
a Shrub, famous for its ufe, both in medi- 
cine, and as a dye, all over the Eaft, info- 
much that, at Conjiantinople^ the duty on 
this drug amounts to 18,000 ducats annu- 
ally {g). 

In 1748, Mr. Watson had an opportu- 
nity of fhewiag attention to M. Kalm, dur- 
ing his abode in England^ which was from 
February till Auguft, when he embarked for 
America. He introduced him to the curi- 
ous gardens, and accompanied him in feve- 
ral botanical excurfions in the environs of 
London. This eminent pupil of Linnjsus, 

{f) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xliv. p. 227—245. 
{g) lb. Vol xlv. p. 564—578, 

^ who 
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who was a Swedijh divine, on his return 
home, became Profeflbr of Oeconomy at 
Abo, where he died Nov. 16, 1779, aged 

The lame civilities were manifefted by 
Dr. Watson to thle prefent eminent Dr. 
Pallas, of Peterjburgb, during his abode 
in EnglanJ, which was from July 1761, to 
April 1762. 

In 1749, in company with Dr. Mit- 
chell, Mr. Watson examined the re* 
mains df.the garden, formerly belongihg to 
the Tradesc ANTS ; of whom, fee chap. 
14, of this work., They found the Arbu^ 
tus^ and the Cuprejfus Americana, with other 
exotics, in a vigorous ftate, after having fuf- 
tained the winters of this climate for 120 
years. This fituation had alfo afforded a 
proof, not often exemplified, of the large 
fize to which the Common Buck^Tborn will 
grow. They found one about 20 feet high, 
and near a foot in diameter {h). 
. In 1 75 1, were laid before the public, 
fome very curious and interefting particu- 
lars, relating to the kxc^ of plants, which 

(h) Phil Tranf. Vol. xlvi. p. 160. 

tended 
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tended to confirm the truth of that doctrine 
in a remarkable manner. Thefc were oc- 
cafioncd by a ktter from Mr. My l ins, of 
Berlin J informing Mr. Watson, that a 
tree of the Palma ntapr foUis jlabelliformibusy 
which, although it had borne fruit for 30 
years paft, had never brought any to pcr- 
fedion, until the flowers of a male-tree^ 
brought from Leipjic, 20 German miles dif* 
tant, had been fufpended 'over its branches. 
After this operation, the tree yielded, the 
firft year, above lOo, and the fecond, upon 
repeating the experiment, above 2000 ripe 
fruit; from which 11 young Palm-trees had 
been propagated (/)• 

In the fame volume are fome remarks on 
the cafe of two women in Brabant, who had 
been nearly poifoned by eating the leaves of 
what had been called White Henbane ; but 
Mr. Watson proved, that it muft have 
been the Hyofcyamas niger, fince the ivhite 
does not grow fpontaneoufly in that coun* 
try. The fame letter confirms the poifon- 
ous effedt of the Tew-tret upon horfes(if). 

(/) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xlvli. p. 169. 
{k) lb. Vol. xlvii. p. 199. 

Mr. 



Watfon. .303 

Mr. Watson paid the fame tribute, in 
1751, to the memory of Dr. Henry GoMp-* 
TON, l^xQcioy oi Londofiy the friend and pa* 
tron of Mr. Ray, as he had done to that 
of the Tradescants ; and gives a lift of 
3 3, exotic trees, which were then remaining 
in the garden at Fulham. From this eata- 
logue may be inferred, not only the original 
fplendour of the garden, and the zeal and 
tafte the Bifliop (hewed in the cultivation of 
fuch numerous curiofities, but the facility 
with which trees of very different latitudes 
may become naturalized in England (/). 

In the fame volume, page 301, we find 
" An Account of the Cinnamon Tree ;" 
occafioned by a large fpecim^ii^J^^ual in 
lize to a walking cane, fent ovefe?^l%'Mr. 
Robins to Dr. Letherland, and which 
was exhibited to the infpedlion of the Royal 
Society. From this Account we learn, that 
three Cinnamon Trees, which were intend*, 
ed to have been fent to yamaicayV/cvt grow- 
ing in the garden of Hampton Court in the 
reign of King William. 

(I) Phil.Tranf Vol. xlvii. p. 241— ^47. 

la 



304 CHAPTER 50. 

In the year 1752, Mr. Watson laid 
before the Royal Society two rare Englijk 
plants ; the Latbnea Squamaria^ and the 
Dentaria bulbifera: the latter unnoticed 
^ both by Mr. Ray and Dillenius. Thefe 
were difcovercd by Mr. Blacks tone, 
near Harefield {m). 

He alfo defcribes, in this volume, that 
fingular vegetable produftion, noticed be- 
fore under the article of Thomas Knowl* 
TON, as firft difcovcred by him, and called 
Moor Balls, iht Conferva Mgagropila of 
LiNNiEUS (;?)• 

Mr* Watson, about this time, was the 
firft, as I apprehend, who communicated to 
the Englijh reader, an Account of a Re- 
volution which was about to take place 
among the learned, in Botany and Zoolo- 
gy, refpefting ijie removal of a large body 
of marine produdtions,'' which had hereto- 
lore been ranked among vegetables ; but 
which were now proved to be of animal 
origin, and ftand under the name of Zoo- 
phytes, in the prefent Syjlem of Nature. It 

{m) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xlvii. p. 428. 
(«) lb. p. 498, 

may 






wfsf be £afily ieenthat this refpedts the 
Corals, ^ Corallines^ Efcharcey Afadrepores, 
Sponges^ bcc.. and although even Gesner^ 
Imperatus/ and Rumfhius^ had fome 
obicure' ideas relating to the dubious ilruc« 
ture of this'clafs, yet the full difcovery^ that 
thefe fubftances were the £ibrications of 
Pofypes, was owing to M. Peyssonnel^ 
phyiician at Guadaloupe. This gentleman 
had imbibed this opinion firft^ in 1723^ at 
Marfeilles\ and confirmed it, in 1725, oa 
the coaft of Barbary. While in Guada^ 
loHpe^ he wrote a volume of 400 pages in 
j^. in proof of this fubjcd, which he tranf- 
mitted in manufcript to the Royal So- 
ciety of London. This treatife, in which 
the jiuthpr feemed to have put the matter 
out of doubt, as to the animal origin of 
thefe bodies, was tranflated, analyzed, and 
abridged, in 1752, by Mr. Watson ; 
and published in the Pbih/Qphical Tranf- 
oBions {o\ at a time when the learned 
'were wavering in their opinions on this 
matter. M. Trembly's inveftigatioo re- 

{0) Vol xlvii. p. 445—469- 
Vpt. IL X fpeiStin^^ 
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fpcfting the Frcfli Water Polypes had pav- 
ed the way for the reception of Peysson- 
nel's truths; and Mr. Watson himfelf, 
in company with M. Trembly, had an 
opportunity, on the coaft of Sujfex, when 
on a vifit at the Duke of Richmond's, in 
one of thofe annual excurfions {p) which 
for many y^rs he ieldom failed to make in 
the fummer fcafon, of verifying M . Peys- 

{p) It may gratify Ae curtofity of fome, who reverence 
the name of Mr. Ray, to be informed, that in one of 
thefe excurfions, Dr. Watson was led, by his refpeft to 
the memory of that great and good man, to vifit the fpot 
where he had lived at Black Nstley^ in EJfex* This was 
in the year 176c. To Dr. Watson this was clafEcal 
ground. I was informed by him, at that time, that he 
found Mr. Ray's monument removed out of the churchy 
where it formerly ftood» into the church-yard, and hardly 
vifible for brambles: thefe he had removed while he 
flayed. That he found the houfe in a ftate which indicated 
no alteration having taken place, except what more than 
half a century of time mi^t be fuppofed neceflarily to 
have occafioned ; unle6 diat indeed fome of the windows 
were flopped up to fiive the tax ; and that the orchard 
bore all the appearance of being, as near as poffible, in the 
ftate in which it muft have been in Mr. Ray's life-time. 
That the inhabitants of the village knew little of him ; 
and the people of the houfe had only heard that he was a 
great traveller, 

sonnsl's 
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sonmel's fyilem^ in viewing the Polypes 
of the Corallines. 

In i753> was printed, ** An Account of 
** the Second Volume of the Flora Sibirica 
** of Gmelin j'* exhibiting fbme extrafts 
relating to the eure of the venereal difeafe, 
in Siberia^ by the decodlion of a fpccies 
of Cirfiumy and an Iris: and on the diftil- 
lation of a fpirituous liquor from the i^q) 
Spondyliumj or Cow-Parfnep. 

In the fame volume of the TranfaStions (r ) , 
fome Obfervations, tending to determine 
what was the Byjfus of the antients 1 occa- 
fioned by a fubftance which v^s fent over 
byProfeflbr Bose, of Wittemberg. It prov- 
ed to be no other than the common Byjfus 
velutina^ in a bleached ftate; whereas the 
Byfus of the antients was judged by Mr. 
Watson to be^ moft probably, a Cotton ^ 
which is confirmed in a very elaborate and 
critical Differtation, written by tir.Rein^ 
ifold FoKSTER^ and publiOied in 1776. 

Remarks, additional to thofe of Dr. 
MartVn, on the Sex of the Holfy-Tree^ 

(q) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xlvlii. p. 141^^1 ^2* 
(r) lb. p. 358. 

X 2 which 
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which juftificd the removal of it from thfe 
TCetrandrous to the Potygamous clafi \s). 

" Some Obfervations upon \hh -Agaric 
** lately applied after Amputations, with re- 
" gard to the determining its Species (/)/* 
Some doubts had arifcn relating to the exaft 
fpecies of the Styptic Agaric^ which had 
juft then excited the attention of the fur- 
geons, both in France and England. . Mr. 
Watson having written afterwards to 
M. Bernard de JtxssiEU at Park^ was affur- 
cd that the French furgeons had ufed the 
Agaricus pedis equini facte of Tournefor t^ 
which is the Boletus igniarius Ltn. {u). 

In 1754, Mr. Watson wrote an Ac- 
count of the firft Edition of the Species 
Plantarum of LiiiSMVs ; which was pub- 
lifhed in the Gentleman's Magazine, p^ 5S5 
^for that year. It is not only highly worthy 
of being read, for the ufeful information^ 
and curious critical matter it contains ; but 
alfd on account of its having produced from 
that celebrated Profeflbr, a handfone letter, 

{s) PhsLTranf. Vol.xlviii. p. 615. 

{t) lb. p. 81 1. 

{u) lb. Vd« xlix, p, 23. 

written 






Watfon. 309 

written- in Latins in which he takes occa* 
fion to acknowledge the candour^ and ikill 
of the author^ in high terms \ and vindi<- 
cates himfelf for having, in his work above- 
mcnticMiied, given to the Meadia (a plant fo 
called by Catesby, in honour of Dr. 
Mbad) a different name. Linnaus's, 
J^etter was printed the luccecding year^ in 
the feme publication {w). ^ 

In 1758, he had occafion to confirm the 
fatal effedls of the Oenanthe crocata^ or 
Hemlock Dropwort, by the death of a per- 
Ion, at Havanty in Hampjhire^ from having 
taken about four fpoonfuls of the juice of 
the root, inftead of that of the Water-Parf^ 
nep. It was obferved, that in this in- 
ftance, as in that of the FrencA prifoners, 
ail the fufferers were affeded with the 
locked jaw (x). 

Thefe talents, it may be eafily imagined, 
rendered hini a welconie vifitor to Sir 

(fv) Gent. Mag. Vol. xxv. p, 317. 

{x) Phil. Tranf. Vol. I. p. 856—9. 

I take this opportunity to remark alfo, that, in the cafe 

of a young woman poifoned by the fame means, which 

\s printed in the 5th volume of the London A£gdical Jour» 

X 3 naly 
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Hans Sloane, who had retired to Qbel^ 
fea in 1740. In h6if he enjoyed no finall 
fhare of the favour and cfteem of that 
veteran in fcience; and wa$ honoured io. 
far, as to be nominated one of the Truftees 
of the Britifh Mufeum by Sir Hans him- 
felf, who died Jan. 11, 1753. 

After its eftablifliment in Montagu Houfe^ 
Mr. Watson was very ai3iduous» not only 
in the internal arrangement of fubje£ts» but 
alfo in getting the garden furniihed with 
plants ; infomuch that, in the firft year of 
its eftablifliment, in 1756, it contained no 
fewer than 600 fpecies, all in a fiourifhing 
ftate. 

Having given ample fpecimcns of the ge« 
nius and abilities of Mr. Watson, as a na- 
turalift, we muft now confidcr his talents in 
fome other branches of knowledge. Among 
thefe, nothing contributed fo much to ex- 
tend his fame, and enlarge his connexions 
with men of fcience, as his difcoveries in 

ndi p. 192-^193. fubfeqi^nt enquiry has convinced me, 
|hat the incapacity of fwallowing, with which (be vras 
fSk&tA before her death, arofe from the fame a5e(ftion of 
$heja\y, 

^edtricity. 
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clcdricity. He became early enamoured 
with the phsenomena of this wonderful 
agent in nature; an attention to which had 
been fome time before excited, among the 
philofophers of Europe ; and particularly in 
England^ by Mr. Stephen Gray, of the 
Charter-Houfe ; Granville Whieler^ Efq; 
Dr. Desaguliers; and others. 

About the year 1744, Mr. .Watson 
took it up, and made feveral important dif- 
coveries in it. At this time, it was no 
fmall advancement in the progrefs of elec- 
tricity, to be able to fire fpirit of wine. He 
was the firft in England vrho efFefted this, 
and he performed it, both by the dt'reif, 
and the repulfive power of eledtricity. He 
afterwards fired inflammable air, gunpow- 
der, and inflan^mable oils, by the fame 
meanst He alfo inflituted feveral other 
experiments, which helped to enlarge the 
power of the electrician; but the moft 
important of his difcoveries was, the prov- 
ing, that the eledtric power was not created 
by the globe or tabe, but only coUeded by 
them. Dt. Franklin, and M^ Wil- 

X 4 SON, 
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SON/ were alike forttinate, about the (suae 
time. It is eafy to fee the extreme utility 
ef this difcOTery in concluding all fabie-^ 
quent experiments. It fdon led to what 
he called " the circulation of the eledrlo 
" matter/' 

Befides thefe valuable diicQveries^ the 
Hiftorian of Eleftritity informs us^ that 
JVfr. Watson firft obfervcd the different 
colour of the fpark^ as drat)im from diffe- 
rent bodies ; that ele(^icity fuidered no re* 
fra^on in paiiing through glafs ; that the 
power of eledtricity was not affeAed by the 
prefencc or abfence of fire, fince the fparks 
were equally flrong from a freezing mix- 
ture, as from red hot iron 1 that flame and 
fmoke were conduftors of eleiffcricity ; and 
that the flrokc was, as the points of contadt 
of the non-elcdlrics on the outfide of the 
glafs- This invefligation led to the coat- 
ing of phials, in order to increafe the power 
of accumulation; and qualified him emi-^ 
nently to be the principal aftor in thofe 
famous experiments, which were made on 
the "Thames^ and at Shooters Hillj in the 
3 years 
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yearg 1747 and 1748; in one of which, the 
cleftrical circuit was extended four mileg, 
in order to prove the velocity of eledricityi 
the refult of which convinced the atten- 
dants that it was inflantaneous {j.) 

It ought alfo to be remembered, that 

{y) ^ Thefe, and other experiments, were made in (b 
^ gre;it a ftyle, and with fuch fiiccefs, as to draw the ap* 
^ probation and applaufe of almoft all fucceeding philo* 
^ ibphers in that branch. Among others^ die celebrated 
^ VoLTA has given him teftimony of the excellenpe and 
^ greatne& of his experiments, in a paper publifhed within 
^ the(e few years. In that paper, he (hews hoW flmplei 
< eIe£iricaL conduAors might be fi> conftru<^d, as not 
^ only to give fbocks like die Leyden phial, but even fuch 
* as are fufficiendy powerful to kill large animals, and to 
^ equal the ef{e£b of lightning. He however exprefles 
^ his defpair of eyer feeing fuch put into execution ; bi^ 
^ adds— *^ Un WATSOsfarfefat ebbi tentato Sfarloj &c, 
^ A Watson perhaps might be tempted to make die 
^ experiment : he who for another purpofe (which veas, 
" that he might (hew the extreme velocity, with which 
^ the eledrical power communicated itfelf, from one ex- 
« tremity of a condu6):or to the other, however great its 
^ length) extended infulated iron wires to more than two 
<' miles in length ; and to whom, on account of thefe very 
^' experiments, MuschenBRoek: took occafion to addreis 
<* himfelf as follows: Magnificentijfimis Juts experimentis 
S^Juper4ifti conatm omnium. See a paper in Opere Sctbi di 
^ Milano date Como 20 Aug, 1778." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Watson conduded fomc other expe- 
riments, with fo much fagacity and addrefs, 
relating to the imprafticability of tranf- 
mitting odours, and the power of purgatives 
through glafs; and thofe relating to the 
exhibition of what was called the « Glory 
«« round the Head," or the " Beatification," 
boafted to have been done by fome philofo- 
phers on the continent } that he procured, 
at length, an acknowledgment from Mr. 
BosE, of what he called *' an Embellifh- 
«* ment," in conducing the experiments; 
a procedure totally incompatible with the 
true fpirit of a philofopher ! 

Mr. Watson's fifft papers on thefubjeft 
of Eledricity, were addrefled, in three let- 
ters, to Martin Fqi-Kes, Efq; Prefident of 
the Royal Society, dated in March, April, 
and Oaober 1745 J ^^^ ^^""^ publifhed in 
the Philofophical TranfoBions (2), under the 
title of " Experiments and Obfervations 
*' tending to illoftrate the Nature and Pro- 
" perties of Ekaricity." Thefe were fol- 
lowed in the beginning of the next year 

(2) Phil. Trmf. Vol. xliii. p. 481-501. and Vol. 
xliv. p. 69s— 704. 

(1746) 
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( 1746) by *' Farther Experiments, &c, {a) ;" 
aiad thcfc by *^ A Sequel to the Experi^ 
*' ments, .&c," 

Thefc tradls were colle<ftcd, find fepa-^ 
rf tely publi^ed in p£tayo, and reached to 
a third or fourth edition^ They were of fo 
interefting a a^ture, that they gave hinj 
the lead, as it were, in this branch of phi- 
lofbphy ; and were not only the means pf 
raifing him to a high degree of eftimation 
at home, but of extending his fame 
throughout all Europe. His houfe became 
the refort of the moft ingenious and illuf- 
trious experimental philofophers that Eng^ 
land could boaft. 

Several of the nobility attended on thele 
occafions; and his prefent Majefty George 
III. when Prince of Wales^ honoured him 
with his prefence. In fatt, there needs no 
greater confirmation of his merit, at that 
early time, as an eledtrician, than the pub- 
lic teftimony conferred upon him by the 
Royal Society, which, in 1745, prefcntcd 
him with Sir Godfrey Copley's med^l, for 
Jais difcoveries in elqdlricity. 

{a) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xliv. p. 704-^749. 

After 
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After this mark of diftinaion, Mr. Wat- 
son continued to profecutc clcdtrical ftudies 
and experiments, and to write on the fub- 
jeft for many years. Between the year 
1745, the date of his firft paper, and the 
year 1764, that of the laft, we find all thofe 
papers which I haye recitedi below (i). 

After 

(b) Obfervations upon fo much of Monficur k Mour 
NIER the younger's Memoir^ lately prefented to tho 
Royal Society, as relates to the Communicadda of thq 
EleSiric Virtue to Non-cle6hrics, Jan. I746r7. Vol. 
xliv. p. 388—395. 

A Colledion of Eleftrical Expcritncnts. Vol. xlv* 
p. 49—92. Thefe were the firft experiments tna<ie b^ 
Mr. Watson to determine the velocity of electricity, 
and the diftance to which its power might be carried; 
made on the Thames, in July and Auguft, 1747. 

Further Enquiries into the Nature and Proper^es of 
EleSricity. Jan* 1748. lb. p. 93—120. 

Experiments msKie to determine the abfolute Velocity 
of EletSb-icity. 0(St. 1748. lb. p. 49i-r-6. Made at 
Shooter's Hill. 

A Letter from Mr. William Watson, F. R^S. to the 
Royal Society, declaring^ that he, as well as many others, 
have not been able to make Odours pafs through Glaft, by 
means of Ele^ricity ; and giving a particular Account of 
Profeflbr Bosk at tVittemberg^ his Experiment oi Beatific 
cation^ or cauiing a Glory to appear round a Man's 
Head by Ele^iridty. March u 1750. Vol. xlvi* p. 
348-356. 

An 
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After writing the laft of thefe, he was ap- 
pointed, by the Royal Society, one of the 
Conimittee in 1772, to examine into the 
ftate of the powder-magazines at Purfleet ; 
and with the Honourable Mr, Cavendish, 
Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Robertson, 

fixed 

An Account of Mr. 5. Franklin's Treatife, intltled^ 
" Experiments and Obfervations on ElciSricity, made at 
*' Philadtlphia^ in America.'* June 6^ X751. Vol. xlvli. 
p. 202 — 2X0. 

An Account of Profeflbr Winkler's Expcrimenfit 
relating to Odours pafEng Arough ele£trifed Globes and 
Tubes, &c. ; with an Account of ibme Experiments made 
here with Globes and Tubes tranfmitted from Leiffu^ by 
Mr. Winkler. June 20, 1751. lb. p. 231—140. 

An Account of the Phaenomena of EleSiricity iu Vacuo ; 
with fome Obfervations. Feb. 1752. lb. p. 362— 

.375- 

A Letter concerning the Eleiftrical Experiments in 

'England^ upon Thunder Clouds. Dec. 21, 17^2. lb, 

567—570. 

An Anfwer to Dr. Lining's Query, relating tO' the 
Death of Profeflbr RichmaN. July 4, 1754, Vol. 
KJviii. p. 765 — 772. 

An Account of Abbe Nolet's Treatife concerning 
Eleftricity, extra<fted and tranflated from the French. 
May 17,1753. lb, p. 201 — 2x6. 

An Account of Dr. Bohadsch's « Dijfertatio Philo^ 
fiphico-medico delltilkate Ele^rifatmis in curandis Mortis i** 

printed 
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fixed on pointed condtidors as preferable ta 
blunt ones ; and again, was of the Com- 
mittee in 1778, after the experiments of 
Mr. Wilson in the Pantheon. 

printed at Prague in 1751. Extracted and tranflatcfd 
from the Latin. Jan. 23, 175a. Voh xlvii. p. 345— 

.351- 

An Account of Dr. Bianchini*s ^Recueil d'Exprn^ 
incesfattes a Veniftjur U Medicine EleSlrique/^ March I2y 
1 752. lb. p. 399—406. 

An Account of a Treatife in French^ ifttitled " Lettres 
fur fEleSiriciii'** by the Abbe NoiET. Dec. 17, 1761. 
Vol. Hi. p. 336—343. 

Suggeftions concerning the preventing the Miichiefs 
which happen to Ships and their Mafis by Ltghtniitg ; in 
a Letter to George Lord Anson, Firft Lord of the Ad- 
miralty. Dec, 1762. lb. p. 629—635. 

Obfervations on the Efiifls^of Lightning; with an Ac- 
COurit of the Apparatus propofed to prevent its Miichie6 
to Buildings, more particularly to Powder Mills. Being 
Anfwers to certain Queftions propofed by M. Calan- 
JbRiNi, of Geneva. June 28, 1764. Vol. liv. p. 201—* 
227. Including an Account of the Mifchief Su Brid/s 
Steeple luftained by Lightning on the iStfa of June 
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CHAP. 51. 

Account of Sir William Watfon continued — Hir 
great acquaintance with the police of the city of 
London — Mijcellaneous papers written hy bim 
'^His traSli on medical fubjelts printed in the 
Philofophical Tranfaftions — Zoological pa^ 
pers— Created DoSlor of Pbyjic hy the Univer'- 
fities of Halle and of Wittcmberg — ITts experi- 
ments on inoculation-^His medical writings in the 
London Medical Oblervations — Conftituted 
one cf the Vice-^PreJidents of the Royal Society 
— EleHed Fellow of the College of Phyficians 
"^Has. the honour of knighthood conferred on 
him — His deaths and charaHer. 

WATSON. 

AS Mr. Watson had conftantly lived 
in London^ he had been a curious 
obferver of the wonderful increafe and inoi- 
provement of that vaft city. He was ac- 
quainted, in no ordinary degree, with its 
hiftory, and its police in general i and had 
particularly attended to thofe circumftances 
that were more immediately, the obje<fls of 

the 
8 



320 C H A P T B R 51. 

the philofophcr and the phyfician. This 
knowledge enabled him frequently to fug- 
geft ufeful hints ; one of which highly de^ 
ferves to be mentioned^ as it refpeifts an 
objedl of great importance. to the publie. 

In the hard winter of 1756, he wrote 
" Some Obfervations on preventing the 
** freezing of Water in the Leaden Pipes 
** of the City of London-^* occafioned by 
the injudici6u6 and inefie&ual method> 
pradifed frequently, of ftrewing dung in 
the ftreets over the pipes. Thefc were 
printed in the Gentleman' s Magazine {a) for 
January 1757* p. 6. in which is pointed 

{a) The method was fimply by means of two ^di- 
tional brafs cocks. One to be inferted into the leaden 
pipe, two feet before it comes into the air, guarded by a 
wooden cafe, filled up with horfe litter, and reaching near 
to the furface of the ground, and covered over, even with 
the ground, by a brick or ftone. This is to ferve as a 
ilop-cock, and to be turned by the help of an iron key. 
The other cock is to be faftened to the leaden pipe in 
the open air, in any part of its length, provided it be 
iTomewhat below die level of the ftop-coqk. This is in* 
fated fimply to empty the leaden pipe of all its water, 
after it has been turned ofFby the ftop-cock. From the 
defcrlption of this apparatus, the method of ufing it is ob- 
irious. 

out 
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out a fucccfsFul method of effefting the 
purpofc, which he had himfelf employed 
in the fevere winter of 1739-40. Other 
inftances, beQdes this, occur, of his atten- 
tion to whatever might advance the wel- 
fare of the public. So early as the year 
.1742, he had laid before the Royal So- 
ciety ",Some Obfervations upon Mr. Sut^ 
^* tori% Invention to extradl the foul and 
** ftinking Air from the Well and other 
** Parts of Ships : With critical Remarks 
** upon the Ufe of Windfails." In which 
he fuggefts feveral improvements in that 
ufeful invention (^). 

In 1753, he publiflied Mr. Appleby' % 
Procefs for rendering Sea- water frefh (r). 

In 1768, an Account of Mr* Charles 
Miller's Experiments on the fowing of 
Wheat, and dividing the Root ; by which 
means were produced, in one year, from 
one grain, 21,109 ears, which yielded three 
pecks and three quarters of clean corn, 
weighing forty-feven pounds feven ounces i 

[h) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xlii. p. 62—70. 
{c) Vol. xlviii. p. 69. 

Vol. II. Y and 
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and the number of grains^ calcnlaled by ^ 
number in one ounce, might be 576,840 {d). 
It is to be feared that this method can 
fcarcely be reduced to advantageous pradlice 
on a large and agricultural plan. 

In the fame year, an Account of the Oil 
cxtracfted from the American Earth-nut, or, 
more properly. Ground Peaji {e). This 
plant, like a few others of the fame clafs, 
has the fingular property of protruding its 
Ijjpd-veflcl into the ground, where it ripens 
the frait ; hence it is named by Ray, Ara^ 
cbis Hypogaios. The oil of this pulfe is fo 
mild and well tailed, and withal fo eafily 
procured, that it might bid fair to fupcr- 
fcde that of olives, or even oil of almonds* 
It is cultivated in North Carolina^ and 
might advantageoufly be raifed in the Sugar 
Idands (/). 

As from the earliefl times of the Royal 
Society, it had been cuftomary to requeft of 
ibme member, properly qualified from bis 
knowledge of the fubjeit, to review, and 

{d) Phil Tranf. Vol. Iviii. p. 203. 

(^) Arachis hypogaea Lim Spec 4 Plapit, p. 1040. 

(/) Phil. Tranf. Vd. lix. p. 379-*383, 

iay 



lay before that body at their ufual meetings, 
any fuch extradls from the numerous pub- 
lications which were fent to the Society, 
relating to difcoveries in philofophy and the 
arts, as promifcjd to be of general utility, 
that thgr might be recorded in the Fhihfo^ 
phical T^anfaSHonSy this office did not un-* 
frequently fall upon Mr* Watson. Wc 
find Several papers of this nature bearing 
his name. Befides thofe which i have enu- 
merated, relating to natural hif}:ory ilridly, 
and eledricity, are the followin|j, as xe-*^ 
cited below (^). 

Of his produdioAs which have a more 
immediate reference to phyfic, the Jfirft was 
publilhed in the Fhtlofaphicdl TranfaBions^ 
N' 459* ** A Cafe wherein Part of the 
" Lungs were coughed up." And in the 
fucceeding Number, ^* An Obfervation re- 

{g) An Account of a Book, intided " De quampluri* 
mis Fh(^horis nunc primum detects Comnientartus Auftorc 
Jac. Barthoh Beccario.*^ 4**^ S^gk 17+4. Feb. 1746, 
YoL«liv. p. 81— 91. 

An Account of a Treatife in Latiriy dedicated to the 

Royal Society, intitlcd ** Commeniatio d$ Frterogatima ^er» 

* marum Carolinarum in dijfulvendo Calcuh Vtriae pra.Aiua 

Cakis viva. Ju^b G* C SpHngsfrliL** Vpl. xUx, p. 89S 

Y a '' lating 
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** lating to Hydalides voided per Vagi^ 
•^ nem {h)r 

In 1744, an Account, and Analyfis, of a 
Stone, which, when firft taken out of the 
ftomach of a coach-horfe, weighed three 
pounds two ounces avoirdupois weight, and 
meafured feventeen inches by fixteen. 

On examination, it appeared to be not fo 
much a concretion of the kind called Ega^ 
gropilay as of the bezoardic texture (/). Mr. 
Watson had afterwards an opportunity of 
exhibiting to the Society a Calculus^ taken 
from the belly of a mare, which weighed 
fifteen pounds twelve ounces. Even this, 
however, was exceeded by one from a dray- 
horfe belonging to Sir Henry Hicks at Dept-^ 
ford^ which weighed nineteen pounds, ex- 
clufive of fome of the cruft broken ofF(i). 

In 1749, he laid before the Royal Socie- 
ty, " An Account of the Votnito Prieto of 
** Cartbagena^' called on the fpot LaChap-- . 
petonade. This was extraded from Don 
Ulloa's Voyage to South America^ juft 

{h) Phil. Tranf. Vol. xliii. p. 623. and p. 7II« 

(/•) lb. p. 168. 

{k) V9I. xlviii. p. 800. 

then 
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then publiihed at Madrid (/) . This . difcafc 
is defcribed by Sauvages under the name 
of Vomitus rabiofus. 

In the fame volume, ** Cafes of the F^- 
*• tus in Utero being differently aiFecfted by 
** the Small-pox." In one of thefe, a fe^ 
male child was born with evident marks of 
the fmall-pox upon her, and was not fuf- 
ceptible of the difeafe when inoculated at 
four years old with her brother, who paflcd 
through it very favourably. The girl grew 
p^e, and loft her appetite ; but her indif-f 
pofition wore off in two or three days. The 
other is the cafe of a lady, who had the 
fmall-pox to a great degree when feyen 
months gone with child, which was at the 
fame period of pregnancy under which the 
mother of the above-mentioned child pafled 
through the diftemper. The offspring of* 
this lady, however, went through the dif* 
cafe in the natural way, at the age of four 
or five years (w). 

All who were acquainted vdth the ex- 

(/) PhiL Tranf. Vol. xlvi. p. 134. 
{m) lb. p. 235. 

Y 3 tent 
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tent of Mr. Watson's knowledge in the 
practice of phyfic, in natural hifftory, and 
experimental philofophy, were not lurprifed 
to iee him riie into the higher line of his 
pifofeffion. This event took place in 1757, 
previous to which he had been chofen. a 
member of the Rojal Academy of Madrid*, 
and he was created dodtor of phyfic by the 
Univerfity of Halk, under a diploma, bear- 
ing date September the 6th. The fame ho- 
nour was conferred upon him by that OiiJVit^ 
Umberg about the fame time. Soon after 
which he was disfranchifed from the Com- 
pany of Apothecaries. He became a lir 
centiate of the College of Phyficians in 

1759- 

This alteration in his circumftanccs and 
profpecfts, hazardous as it might be confir 
* jdered by fome, occafioned no diminution in 
his emoluments, but far the contrary. He 
had before this time removed from Atderf- 
gate Street to Lincoln s Inn Fields^ where he 
Hved the (>emainder pf his day; ; and now 
he found himfelf at greater liberty to purfue 
his ftudiesr 9pd parry on at more ktfure the 
f^ctenfive literary connnexion in which he 

was 
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was engagied, both at home and abroad. Ha 
kept up ik clofe correipondence with Dr. 
HuxHAM for ttuny years. We find among 
his correfpondents abroad, the names of 
M. Peyssonnel^ Clairaut, Bose, the 
Abbe N01.LET, M. Allbmand, M. Jus-p 
siEU, andmaniy others, as may be feen froni 
the letters communicated by him to the 
Royal Society. 

In Oftober 1762, Dr. Watson wai 
chofen one of the phyficians to the Found- 
ting Hofpital, which office he held during 
the remainder of his life. 

We find al£> two zoological articles kid 
before the Royal Society by Dr, Watson. 
The firfl of thefe relates to the infeft called 
the Vegetable Ffy, which bad impofed on 
the citdulity of many, under the idea of its 
being an infed: flying about with a vegetable 
growing on its back: whereas in £i<t it 
was nothing more than^ a fungus of the 
C/avaria genus, growing from the dead 
nymph of a Cicada^ as well as from any 
other putrid animal fubihmces [n)^ The 
lirft author who feems to have counte- 

{n) Phil. Tranf, VcJ. liii. p, 27 X. tab. IJ. 

y 4 nanced 
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nanced this error, was Father Torrubxa, 
in his ** Apparato para la Hijioria naturaK 
EJpanolay' printed at Madrid. FoL 1754. 
He defcribcs and figures a prickly plant, 
vegetating from a dead wafpi Both thefe 
produiftions are figured by Mr. Edwards, 
in the third part of his '^ Gleaning*," tab. 

335' 336- 

The fecond paper is a Dcfcription, ac- 
companied by a large engraving of the 
American Armadillo, called Dafypus no* 
wmcinSius by Linnjeus, the nine-banded 
Armadillo {0). 

in 1758, was printed part of a letter to 
Dr. HuxHAM, being an account of fome 
extraordinary effefts arifing from convul- 
fions, in a young lady, which ended in a 
deprivation of fpeech, and temporary blind- 
ncis. Thtfe fymptoms lafted fourteen 
months, arid were at laft fuddenly removed 
after flie had heated herfelf by four hours 
dancing (/>). 

*• Some Obfervations relating to the Lyn^ 
^\curium of the Antients y* tending to prove 

(0) Phil. Tranf. Vol. liv. p. 57. t. 7. 
(/) lb. Vol. 1. p. 743. ' 

that 
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that It was the Tourmalin of the mo^ 
derns (y). 

In 1762, a Letter to Dr.^HuxHAM, 
containing fome Remarks on the InfiuinsM; 
of that year, and on the Dyfentery which 
fucceeded it (0* 

Obfervations upon the EfFcifts of Elec-^ 
tricity, apjplicd to a Tetanus, or mufcular 
rigidity, of four months continuance. For • 
the firft three weeks the ftiiFnefs was con- 
fined to the jaw, but afterwards extended 
to a total rigidity of the fpine. Eledriza- 
tion was continued for ten weeks with a 
fenfible advantage, and the girl was wholly 
reftored to health {s). 

In 1764, Dr. Watson laid before the 
Royal Society *' An Account of what ap- 
^* peared on opening the Body of an Afth- 
** matic Perfon." This was a young man, 
aged twenty-eight, who died after being 
afflided with an afthma only two months. 
The lungs were found ih an extraordinarily 
fmphyfematous ftate, and the pulmonary 

{^q) Phil. 7ranf. Vol. li. p. 394^ 
(r) lb. Vol. Hi. p. 646. 
{5) lb. Vol. liii. p. 10— 26. 

vein 
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vein varicoic ia a gjpe»t degree. A £}rcnei9 
of the cheft, iucceeded by a cougb and a 
^hortnefs cf bttatb, had in this young noian's 
$^c immediately lucceeded a violent and. 
]bng«€ontinued vonutk^; to which eau& 
Dr. Watson was inclined to attribute the 
origin of ^is difeaie (/). 

Part of a Letter to Dr. Hoxham, giving 
famt account of the kte cold weather^ dated 
London, Feb. 14, 1767. By this it appears 
&at the thermometer m London flood, when 
at the loweft, on the 19th, at eig^t in the 
morning, at 1 5^^! : and on the fanie day> at 
Norwich^ k was oblenred as low as fwtn 
degrees {u). 

In 1768, Dr. Watson publiihed '' An 
•* Account of a Series of Experiments, in- 
•* itituted wilh a view of aicertaining the 
'^ mok fuccefsful Methdd of inocukting 
** the Small-pox." 8*. Thefe experiments 
were defigned to prove whether thete 
was ^x\yfp€€ific virtue in preparatory medi- 
cines : whethtx the difeaie was more fa-* 
yourable when the matter was taken fron^ 

(/) PhiU Trairf. Vol Ihr. p, 239--^45f 
(«) lb. Vol. Ivii. p. 443# 

th? 
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the natural^ or the artificial pock: ancf, 
whether the crude lymph, or the highly- 
concodted matter, produced different effefts. 
The refult was, what fucceeding and am- 
ple experience has confirmed^ that after 
due abilinence from animal food, and heat- 
ing liquors, it is of fmall importance what 
kind of variolous matter is ufed ; and that 
no preparatory fpecifics are to be re- 
garded. 

Of Eh-. Watson's papers on medical 
fubjedls, printed in other publications, it 
will be unneceiTary to give a detailed ac- 
count ; as they are well known to medical 
praditioners in general. Neverthelefs, that 
the lift erf his produdions may be complete, 
I ihall recite them briefly. 

'* An Account of the good Effeds of Mag^ 
^ nejia in fevere Vomitings (at).** 

" Obfervations on the Hydrocepbahu in^ 
^* ternm {y\'' , 

^' An Account of the Putrid Meafles, as 

(jr) Ijkndm MeJkal O^ervaiiom^ VoL iii. p. 335— • 

34®* 
{y) Ibid. Vol. iv. p, 78-88. 

5 •/ they 
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** they were obfcrvcd in London^ in the years 
'* 1763 and 176S (2;), 

^\ An Appendix to the Paper on the Hy^ 
*• drocephalus intemus (^)." 

This difeafe, on which Dr. Whytt, 
Dr. Watson, and others, have lately writ- 
ten in fb inilrudtive a manner, deferves to 
be accurately noticed, and the knowledge 
of it ftrongly inculcated ; as, in the coun^ 
try at leaft, it is not unfrequently.mifta- 
ken, and treated aSs a putrid and comatofe 
fever. 

As Dr. Watson lited in intimacy with 
the moft illuftrious and learned Fellows 
of the Royal Society ; fo he was himfclf 
one of its mod active members, and ever 
zealous in promoting the ends of that in- 
ftitution. For many years he was a fre- 
quent member of the council; and, during 
the prcfidentlhip of Sir y^^^ Pr ingle, was 
clefted one of the vice-prefidents ; which 
honourable office he continued to fill to the 

[%) Londsn Medical Ohfervatiom^ Vol. iv. p. 132—* 
155- 

{a) Ibid. p. 321—3^9. 

end 
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end oLhis days. He was *a moft conftant 
attendant on the public meetings cf the 
Society ; and on thq private aflbciations of 
its members, efpecially on that formerly 
held every Thurfday, at the Mitre, in Fleet 
Street, and now at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, in the Strand. 

In 1784, Dr. Watson was chofeii a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians ; and made one of the Eledls. In the 
fucceeding year, he communicated to the 
College, ** An Account of a difeafe occa- 
** fioned by tranfplanting a Tooth.'* This 
was inierted in the Medical TranfaBions ; 
and this, I believe, was the laft paper he 
wrote {b). 

In 1786, he had the honour of knight- 
hood conferred upon him ; being one of the 
body deputed by the College to congratu- 
late his Majefty on his efcape from affafS- 
nation. 

In general. Sir William Watson enjoyed 
a firm ftate of health. It was fometimes 
interrupted by fits of the gout 5 but thefe 
feldom cpnfined him long to the houfe. In 

(*) P. 3^5-338- 

the 
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the year 17S69 the decline of his health waf 
veiy yifibk to his friends^ and his ftrengCh 
was greatly diminiflied, together with much 
of that vivacity which fo ftrongly marked 
his charader* He died May lO, 1787. 

Sir William Watson had a natural ac^ 
tivity both of mind and body> that never 
allowed him to he indolent in the fligbteft 
degree. He was a moft tx^^ <economift 
tff his time, and throughout life a very early 
rifer, being up ufually in fummcr at fix 
o'clock, and frequently fooner j thus fecur-' 
aig to himfelf daily two or three uninter-^ 
Aipted hours for ftudy. In his younger 
daysi thefc early hours, as I have before 
obferved, were frequently given up to the 
purpofes of fimpling ; but, in riper years, 
tficy were devoted to ftudy. He read much 
and carefelly ; and his ardent and unremit- 
ting d^fire to be acquainted with the pro- 
jgrefs of all thofe fciences which were his 
ebj€(3:s> joined to a vigorous and retentive 
ibemory^ enabled him to treafure up a vaft 
ft&ofc of 'knowledge. What^ he thas ^a^-* 
quired, he freely difpenfed, His mode 43S 
conveying information was cflear> forciblci 

and 
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and energetic^ and juftified the eHcomiu« 
bcftowcd upon him by a karocd foreigner, 
in a letter to a correfpondcnt (r). 

His attention, however^ was bynoxnea^is 
ooofincd lo the fubjeds of hk own pf<^jp. 
iion, or thofe of philofophy at large* He 
was a carrfkl ^bfervcr of men, and of the 
manners of the age • and the cxtraordinaiy 
endowment of his memory had furniihcd 
him with a great variety of interefting an4 
entertaining anecdotes, concerning the cha-^ 
xaiSers and circumftances of his time {d)^^ 

On all fubjeds, his liberal and commu-*. 
nicative difpofition, and his courteous be^ 
haviour, encouraged enquiry; and thofe 
who fought for information from him, feU 

{i) Watsokius Botamcus et Phyjicus clarus eft el 
perjficax homo^ itidemque humanijfimus. M. Meckel, of 
Berlin^ in Epiftolis ad Hallerum datis. 

{d) It is to Sir WilliamWKTSO^ that we owe the pre* 
fiMTvatlon of an anecdote, which tends furdier to illuftrat«f 
tbe character, and exalt the iincerity and integrity of the 
excellent Mr* Add i son. It is inferted in the AddtndA 
to his Life, in the third volume of the Biographia Britau' 
nica* Dr. Kippis alfo Acknowledges himfelf the mod 
indebted to him for die materials of the life of the lati^ 
Henry Baksr» Efq- 

dom 
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doni departed without it. In his cpiftolary 
correfpondencc he was copious and precife; 
and fuch as enjoyed the privilege and plea- 
fure of it, experienced in his punftuality 
another qualification which greatly en- 
hanced its value. 

Some of the firft of Sir William Wat- 
son *s papers in the Pbilofopbical TranfaC'^ 
tionsy evince his early proficiency in the 
fcience of Botany, and cfpecially his ac- 
quaintance with the Englijh fpecies : nor 
was he lefs fkilled in exotics in his riper 
years. That he was very ibon confidered 
on the continent as highly refpedable in this 
light, is manifeft from his having been on€^ 
of the few m. England, whom Mr. Clifford 
gratified with a copy of the Hortur Clif* 
fortianus', a work, at its firft publication, 
only attainable by thofe whofe ftudies and 
acquirements in the fubjefl: of it, entitled 
them to receive it from the munificence of 
Mr.CLiFFORD himfelf. In fait, all learn- 
ed foreigners, of the fame bias in their ftu- 
dies, brought letters of recommendation to 
him ; and, on their return, failed not, both 
in their correfpondencc and in their wri- 

tings^ 

J 
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tings, to bear honourable teftimony to his 
learning and abilities. 

Sir William Watson had learned to 
know plants by the fyftem and nomencla- 
ture of Ray, when trivial names were 
unknown ; and he was fo Angularly happy 
in a tenacious memory, as to be able to 
repeat, with wonderful promptitude, the 
long names which had been in ufe from 
the times of Bauhine, Gerard, and 
Parkinson; a taik from which botanifls 
arc relieved, by the introdu(Slion of the^ 
Linnaan trivial epithets. He lived to fee 
the fyftem of his much-honoured country- 
man give way to that of the Swede, which 
began to take place in England about this 
period ; and with which alfo he made him- 
felf acquainted. His knowledge of plants, 
and the hiftory of them in the various au- 
thors, was fo eminently extenfive, that his 
opinion was frequently appealed to as deci- 
fivc on the fubjeft; and by fome of his in- 
timate friends he was ufually called ** The 
*^ living Lexicon of Botany." Had it been 
the lot of Sir William Watson to have 
been devoted to Botany as an official em- 
VoL. n. Z ployment^ 
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ployment; or had the more important 
avocations of his profefllon allowed a fur- 
ther indulgence to his favourite bias, fuch 
an union of natural endowments and ac««- 
quired knowledge as he poffeflcd, muft 
have placed him very high among the na- 
turali/ls of this age. 

It remains for me to do juflice to the 
^orth of Sir William Watson as a phy- 
iician, and as a member of fociety. But 
as thefe parts of his charafter have been 
already delineated with great truth and dif<* 
crimination by my much-refpefted friend 
t)n Garthshore, J fhall conclude this 
account by fome extradts from the Memo- 
rial read by him to a fociety of phyficians> 
of which Sir William had been the prefi- 
dent. 

** As a phyfician, his humanity, affiduity, 
** and caution, were eminently confpicuous ;. 
" and his exad: obfervance of the duties of 
" focial politenefs muft ever be remember- 
** ed with pleafure by all thofe who en- 
'* joyed the happinefs of his acquaintance. 

The fmile of benignity was always dif- 

played on his countenance; he invaria- 

** bly 
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^ bly continued the general, the ready, and 
** the obliging friend of mankind ; he was 
*^ refpedtful to the elder and fuperior, en- 
*^ couraging to the younger, and pleafant 
** and eafy to all with whom he had any 
•' intercourfe. The fame affability and good 
*' humour which adorned his charafter in 
** public life, were preferved alfo in the bo- 
V fom of his family, and endeared him to 
•* thofe who were more immediately around 
** him. He was fcarcely ever out of tem- 
** per, was always benignanLt and kind to 
** his friends and relations — ^and, it would 
** be injurious to his memory not to men- 
** tion an anecdote which equally difplays 
** his humanity, and the warmth with 
«* which he interefted himfelf in the cafes 
•• of his patients — Not many years before 
*^ his death, he was waked fuddenly one 
*^ morning very early by his fervant, who 
** came to inform him that his houie had 
** been broken open, and that his plate 
** (which was of cpnfiderablc value) was 
«* ftolen— ^* Is that a]l ?" faid he, coolly— 
I was afraid you had brought me fome 
alarming meffage from Mr. — — , con- 
Z 2 ^^ ccrnin^ 
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'* <:erning whofe dangerous fituation I have 
been very uneafy all night (e).'' 



€i 



(/J In 1759^ Mr. Miller paid Dn Watsom die 
tribule of caSing a new genus m die Trimtdrvus chls 
after hit name ; two ^^ies of which he has figitted ia 
die <^ Cats ada^ to die Gardener's Diaicnary,'' tab^ 
276. and tab. 297. fig. a. It proved diat Dr. Trb w had 
before given die name dl Meriana to die firft of tfaele ; 
and Linn JBOs found himfelf obliged by die redes of his 
ijrflen» t^ reduce thefe two Species to his genus Jmho^ftui^ 
akeady efladifi£hed in the Spma Plantarum^ thus iuiking 
die generic ferm of Watfoma^ and retaining T&ew's as 
a trhial liame to the plant of tab. 276. It is to be re* 
gliettdd diat» in julBoe to Dr. Watsok, who bad de- 
fiirved b emintedy weH of the &ience| chat LiUHjeut 
did not at leaft name the lefler ipecie% tab. 2^7* 2. of 
M <l*X>SJ^ Aitbfilyza fFatfonuiy inftead of J* MeriafuOa* 
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tJnnmus—vififs England^ — Ool reception of him 
hy Sir Hans Sloanc — Dillcnius JenfibU of bis 
merit; hut indifpo/ed to receive the fexual fyf^ 
tern — Botany at this Juncture in a languid Jt ate 
in England — LinnactisV writings d^fit/ed in 
England aiout the year 1740 — Grufberg's 
Fk>ra Anglica — Brown's Jamaica Piants — 
StaiingBcct's ?><iSfj — Jjoe's hira^Sim^^ 
Hiil's Flora Brkanmca — HucUan's Fk)f^ 
Anglica — Dr. Solandcr — Linaieus V JslUm 
0idqfUd in ibe fuiiic leSures at Camhridgp 
and at Edkburgh— ^tt/^ finally % received fond 
^ahliftfed in England* 

I. I N N JE «j s. 

AS I am now arrived b^oad fthe pe- 
riod, when the xmme o£ 1^uik&V9 
h^^gxsx to be oekbrated throughout Eur/^,, 
it will be neceflary :to recur to the cdrcum- 
4aiKe6 of his viiit to this country^ that 
ik^ iotrodudion and full eftabliihment (£ 
his fyftem ki this kingdom^ may be hettor 
illuArated. Here, had his xeception hem 

Z 3 more 
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more encouraging to his wiihes, it has been 
faid, he was difpofcd to have taken up his 
refidence. He had been fom? time in Ho/^ 
/and, under the patronage, and in the hpufc, 
of Mr. Ct IF FORD. He had taken his de- 
gree of dpdtor in phyfic. He had gained 
the cfteem of Boerhaave, and from him 
brought letters of recommendation to the 
literati of England. 

The fame of Sir Hans 5loane and Jiis 
Mufeum, aiid the efteem in which Lin- 
NiEus held the charafter of Dillenius, 
added to the defire of infpeSing the Sie-^ 
rardidn Pinax, were among the moft power- 
ful motives that induced the Swede to vifit 
England. This event took place in the 
ipring of 1736. I am only able to afcer- 
tain the feafon of the year, . from being in- 
formed of the pleafure he exprefled, in 
meeting in the fields with thofe produc- 
tions of B;?^/^;/^, that are not fpontaneoufly 
growing in Sweden. His delight particu- 
larly, in feeing under the hedges the Hya-* 
cinih in full flower, can only be conceived 
by thofe who poflefs fome fhare of that bor 
tanical ardour which he poflefled. 

§ At 
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At this time, the fexual fyftem exifted 
only in its outline. Enough of it| how- 
ever, was manifefted in the Florula Lap^ 
ponica^ printed in the ASla TJpfalienJiay for 
the years 1732 and 1733, and in the firft 
iketch of the Syjiema^ in 1735, to exhibit 
its novelty. I know not that the Funda-* 
menta Botanica^ the Bibliotheca^ and the 
Miifa Cliffortianay although they bear date , 
in 1736, had reached England before the 
author: yet, notwithftanding the warm 
recommendation of Boerhaave, Sir Hans 
Sloan E, confidered at that time as the 
Meccenas of Botany in this ifland, gave the 
author, and his fyftem, an unfavourable 
reception. At the age of feventy^fix, we 
need not be furprifed that the veteran fhould 
not. feel difpofed to learn a new fyftem, 
from a young man, whom he could not but 
conflder as an adventurer, both in fortune, 
in fame, and in fcience. Sloane, more- 
over, had never paid fufficient attention to 
the improvement of fcience in the con- * 
ftrudion of generical characters ; and this 
circumftance, probably, fet him at a far- 
ther diftance from embracing the fyftepi of 

Z 4 lilNNiEUSj 
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LiNNiEUSj which exhibited an arrai^e-* 
mcnt fo- widely different from the unde** 
fined aflemblage of the Hiftory of Ja^^ 
mmca. 

It muft not however be underftood, thai 
Sir Hans Sloan e remained infenfiWp tq 
the genius and accomplifliments of Lin«^ 
N-ffius : on the contrary, when he after- 
wards fent him his Flora Lapponka^ Sir 
Hans Sloane wrote him a letter, bearing 
date Dec. 20, 1737^ expreflivcpf the great 
pleafure he received in the perufal of it^ 
exhorting him to elucidate the remaining 
parts of the natural hiftory of his country, 
on the fame plan. 

DiLLENius was highly fenfiblc of his 
merit, and gave him the moft polite recep- 
tion. But that he who had been fo long 
verfed in the fyftems of Tournefort and 
Ray, and after haying given improvement 
to the latter, by which he had deferved and 
received the appkufe, not of England alon^ 
but of all Europe^ (hould abandon that lyf- 
tem, to embrace the hitlierto uncounte- 
jianced novelties of Lin^n^0s, could not 
^cafonably be expe£ted« 

The 
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The journey into England however, was, 
on the whole, highly gratifying to Lin- 
N-ffiusj, He beheld with aftonifhment the 
colle<aions of Sloane, and, with rapture, 
the il?r^^^m of Petiver,Plukenet, Bu- 
DELLE, and of many others there rcpofit- 
cd, whofe names were familiar to him. At 
Oxford he infpedted, with no lefs fatisfac- 
tion, the Pinax of Sherard, which he 
had eagerly wiihed to fee published, and of 
which DxLtENius had compleated about 
a fourth part. But an undertaking of that 
nature and extent, after the death of the 
£rft projedbr of it> demanded a patronage 
and an expence, not eafily obtained. 

About die time Linn^sus made his tour 
Into this country, indigenous botany was 
qn the whole in a languKhing ftate. It no 
longer felt that degree of fupport, which 
the Sherards, and Sir Hans, had afford* 
cd it. The Conful was dead ; and the de«* 
dining years of Jit. James Sherard, and 
of Sir Hans Sloane, began to withdraw 
them from the buftle, and almoft from the 
bufinefs, of life. After the publication of 
^ay's Synapjis by Dillenius^ m 1724, 

no 
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no work of magnitude on the Englijh bota-r 
ny, except the Hijioria Mtrfcorum, in 1741, 
took place fpr many years ; not that there 
were wanting feveral individuals, who were 
eminent for their knowledge of indigenous 
botany, and zealous in propagating it: as 
inftances, I refer to thejnames of Watson, 
CoLLiNsoN, Miller, and Blackstone^ 
The arrival however of Lin n^ us in Eng^ 
landy and the confequent promulgation of 
his method, excited that curiofity which 
novelty will ever attraft, and, although his 
fyftem might be but little reliihcd at the 
inftant, by the Englijh naturalifts in gene- 
ral, there were yet a few into whofe minds- 
his dodtrines filcntly infinuated themfelves, 
and gained approbation. 

In the year I737> the next after Lin-» 
NJEUS left England^ he publifhed the G^- 
nera Plantarum^ which compleatly un- 
folded the fexual fyftem, as far as related to 
claffical and generical charaders; and in 
the fame year exemplified it in the fpecies, 
by the Flora Lapponica^ and the Hortus 
Cliffortianus. At the fame time, anxious 
as it fliould feem above all, to gain the ap- 
probation 
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probation of DilleniuS, he dedicated to 
him the Critica Botanica ; in which he ex- 
plains his reafons for the change of names; 
and for the eftablifliment of new diftinc- 
tions, both of which, he well knew, would 
be confidered as dangerous innovations. 

Thefe volumes foon found their way into 
the libraries of the curious in England i 
though the Hortus Cliffortianus was, at firft, 
only difperfed through the munificence of 
Mr- Clifford. The fimplicity of the 
.clafHcal charaders as the bafis, the uni« 
formity of the generical notCB, confined 
wholly to the parts of frudlification, and 
that precifion which marked the fpecific 
diftin<aions, advantages, of which all fore- 
going fyftems were deftitute, foon com- 
manded the affent of the unprejudiced; and 
an interval of a few years, gave Linnjeus's 
method a decided fuperiority with Englijh 
footanift^. 

After the eftablifliment of LiNNJEUs in 
the profefforfliip in the year 1741, the pub- 
lication of the ThefeSy afterwards, in a col- 
ledled form, called the Amcenttates Acade- 
mical commenced, and, in lefs than ten 

years. 
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fcafSj two volumes had been publi(be^« 
Theie tra6ls» by the variety of ufeful and 
entertaining kn<>wledge» with which they 
abound, equally extended and augmented 
the reputation of Linn^us. They con* 
vinced his oppofers, that his knowledge 
wtA not bounded by mere nomenclature^ 
and iyftemltic arrangement, as was re-^ 
proachfuUy objefted. 

CONCLUSION. 

In E^^kf^f Dr. Martyn, in his F/r* 
g//, puWifhed in 17405 Dillenius, in hi$ 
Hifiopia M^fcoruniy 1741 ; and Bcack^ 
STONE, in his Specimen Botanicum^ ^74^* 
hsA referred to the writings of Linnj^us ^ 
ami oocaiionally his name hsA been men^r 
tioned in the Pbibfophical Tranfi0ions^ and 
other periodical works 4 but, as y^t^ na 
translation of any part of his writkgs^ or 
any publication on his plan, had bqen made 
in this CQuntiy, until, in 1754, a Sn^fedijl) 
pupil of the Upfal fchool arranged, by the 
generic and trivial names only, all ithe plants 
of Ray's Synopfisy according to the fyftem 
cf bis rafter. This little tra<a was im- 
mediately 
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sntdiatdy tranfmitted to the Hoy^ Sociel^s 
and excited much attention among thofe 
profeiTed ftudents^ and lovers of EngKJb 
botany, who obtained the pcrufal of it. 

In 1756, Dr. Browne clafled all hi» 
yamaica plants^ amounting to 1200 fpcciesy 
in the fame method. The drawings having 
been made by Eheet^ had the advantage 
of feparate delineations of the flower and 
fruit. 

In 1759, Mr. Stillihgfleet pub-?' 
lifhed a Tranflation of fcverai Trafite fijom 
the Amctnitates ; and, by tm 9wn valnaW© 
additbns^ his inftrudive Preface, line ^lidi^ 
cious and learned notes xnter^rfed tixrough^ 
out the book, by his own ^* Calendar cf 
•* Flora/' confirming and illuftrating that 
of the SweJe, greatly conduced to txzk tbo 
reputation of Linnjbus in England. Of 
^bis learned ^fid excellent man, the reader 
will find ibme memoirs in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for 1776, which were afterwards 
incorporated into ** Anecd^es of Mr* A?w^ 
*.* yer'' (fee p. 300), and iuto the Biagra^ 
pbia Dramatica^ 2d edition, 178s. 

The next year, Mr. L^e, by his Transf- 

lation 
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lation of the Elements of the Sexual Syilem, 
much contributed to facilitate the know^ 
ledge^ and extend the progrefs and popu« 
larity of it, among the lefs learned of his 
countrymen, or fuch as were unable to re- 
cur to the Fundamental or Pbilofophia Bo-- 
tanica of the author. 

. At this jundure, it is material among 
thofe circumftances which accelerated the 
progrefs of the new fyftem, to mention the 
arrival of the late much-lamented Dr.. So- 
lan dbr^ who came into England on the 
firft of July, 1760. His name, and the 
connexioD he was known to bear as the 
favourite pupil of his great mailer, had of 
themfelves fotne (hare in exciting a curio- 
lity which led to information ; whilft his 
perfe<a acquaintance with the whole fcheme 
enabled him to explain its minutefl: parts, 
and elucidate all thofe obfcurities with 
which, on a fuperficial view it was thought 
to be enveloped. I add to this, that the 
urbanity of his manners, and his readineis 
to afford every affiftance in his power, 
joined to that clearnefs and energy with, 
which he efFefted it, not only brought 
' convidlion 
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c6nvi<ftion of its excellence in thofe Who 
were inclined to receive it, but conciliated 
the minds, and difpelled the prejudices, of 
many who had been averfe to it. 

By ^all thefe preliminary advances, the 
learned were prepared to fee the Englijh 
botany modelled according to the rules of 
the Linncean fchooL Dr, Hill feized the 
firft opportunity of attempting it, in his 
Flora Britannicay 1760 ; but it was execu- 
ted in a manner fo unworthy of his abili« 
ties, that his work can have no claim to 
the merit of having anfwered the occafion: 
and thus the credit of the atchievement fell 
to the lot of Mr. William Hudson, F. R. S. 
who, to an extenfive knowledge of EngliJI^ 
plants, acquired by an attention to nature, 
had, by his refidence in the BritiJhMufeum^ 
all the auxiliary refources th^t could favour 
his defign : accefs particularly to the Her^ 
baria of almoft all the affiftants of Ray 
and DiLLENius, mentioned in xhcSynopJis, 
gave him the opportunity of comparing the 
individual fpecimens of that Work with his 
own; and thus enabled him to difpel a 
multitude of doubts and uncertainties, in 

which. 
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"vehichy otherwife^ his application of tbtj^^ 
nojsyma might have been involved. 

The fexual fyftem was received nearljr 
about the lame time in the univeriities of 
Britain 'y being publicly taught by Mn 
Profeffor Martyn, at Cambridge^ and by 
Dr. Hope, at Edinburgh. The adoption 
of it by thcfc learned Profeflbrs, I confider^ 
therefore, as the aera of the eftabliflbment 
of the Linn^an fyftem in Britain — ^a fyftem, 
which, if I may be allowed the exprefTion, 
had given the author of it a literary domi-> 
nion over the vegetable kingdom; which, 
in die rapidity of its extenfion, and the 
ftrength of its influence, had not perhaps 
been paralleled in the annals of ^cieace« 
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Omunthe crocata^ remarks on, by Rayy - - 255 

obfervations on, by Dr. Watforiy 

- - II. 299 and 309 

OGILBY, Alatiy fhort account of, - - H. 2 
.« Ormthologiay lib. iii." by fTtllughiyy - - 218 

Orobus tuberofusy - - - - II. 6 

** bxfordjhirey Natural Hiftory of," by Piatt y - 351 

P. 

JT Aintings of plants in the time of Pltnyy - 39 

Dallas,' M in Englandy - * - IL 300 

Falma majory - .. - - - II. 301 

" Pambotanohgiay^ oi L9pely a work of great labour,. i8a 
Pupaver cambricuniy -. - - - ". ^33 

Papers of Dilknius in the Mtfcellanm Curiofqy II. 155—158 
in the *' Phjlofophical Tranfaaions," 

by :/llJiony - - * II. 13 

^ Bhity - - - I. 138—40 

Bant/hry - - - IL 56 

^- '. Catejbyy .- - - IT. 228 

B b 2 Papers 



I N D E X. 

Papers in the ^ Philofophical Tranfafiions,'* 

Ijy Cunmnghanij • • - II. 6o— 62 

Dale, - - - II. 126— S 

Doody, . - - - II. 109 

Douglas^ - • -• II. 235 

Ehntj - - -11. 291 

Fairchild^ - - - - II. 238 

Hou/lon^ . - - II. 233 

: \ \ Knowlton] - - - 11. 240 

Kreig, - - - H. 5* 

Llhwydy - - - II. 114— 116 

Legan, - - - - II. 277 

Marty n, ^ - - !!• ^H. 

MerreU - - 295—297 

M///rr, . . - II. 244— 4| 

iW/Zfi^^/, . . - - II. 279 

P^riv^, - - - 11. 37—42 

Plotu - , - - 352 

; Rayj 204. 205. 217. 220. 224. 255 

kicbardfon, - - H. i87> »88 

RobinfoHy - - II. 119— 121 

Sherardy - - II. 144. 145. HI 

' 5i«tfW, ^ - • - II. 7 

- Sloansy ' " - - II. 86—96 

PTat/ortj . - . II. 297— 33Q 

PARKINSON, Johfiy account of, and his 

works, - - - - 138—154 

his «* Paradifus HrrejirU^^ 139 

" Theairum BotanicuTnj*^ 

. • - - - H3-I53 

^ figures-to Kis herbal, - 163 

Pam. Amkrofey his ^ Surgery," tranllatcd by John^ 

Jin, . - . . - 133 

Pariitaria 



.INDEX. 

Partetaria officlnarutny - - - II. 249 

PATRES BOTANIC!, who, fo called, - 34 

Peaches, varieties of, in 1629, - - ' 143 

Pears, varieties of, in 1629, - - ibr 

Pecheyy his herbal, - - - - 185 

** JPemptadeSy*^ Dodonaiy bafis of Gerard's herbal, in 

PEN A, jointly concerned with Lobel in writing the 

Adverfarioy - - - - , 99 

PENNY, Dr. account of; • • 83—86 

Perfonal names given to genera, * - \^ II. 44 

" Perfwafive to an Holy Life," by Ray^ - 255 

PETIVER,Jtf;7i^j, fome account of, - - II. 31 

cenfured fey Plukemty - II. a6 

bis writings, account of, 11. 33 — 43 

lift of his foialler publications, II. 37 

PEYSSONNEL, M. his difcoveries, - - 11. 3OJ 

Phallus impudicusj - - - - ' 2l8 

*< Pbalainologia mva^' of Sibbaldy - - II. 7 

** PharmacO'botandlogiaj** hy Blair^ - - II. 138 

^^ Phartnacdogioy** oi Daky - - II. 123 

Pkajeolus mdximus of 'Sbane^ • - II. 89 

Fbiloiophers, ancient, fome held a fentlent princi* 

pie in plants, - - - 330 

** Philofophical TranfaflionSj^'yJr Papers in, 

** Philofophical Letters,*' of Mr. Ray^ - 274 

Phjffic garden at Oxford^ founded, ^ -• 164 

<* Phyfico-theological Difcourfes," by iJ^y, «• - 238 

« Phytographiay' of Pluienety - ' - II. 23 

*^ Phytologia Brttannicgy^ of Hwjy - • 1 70 

" Plantar rarioreSy^ of Petivety - • IL 34 

« Planta^eUetay' of 7r/w, painted by £i&r//, 11. ^89 

<« P&«/^ WQodfGrdienfeSy'' by »^af7wr, - 11. 282 

** P\antarum UmbMferar^m diftrHutiOy* of Mortforty 305 

B b 3 P/»ax 



I.N I> E X. 

** Pin^x Rerum naturalium^" of Merrei^ - 191 

Pinax^ of Dr. Sherard^ - - • II. 146 

Fin)cs, varieties of, in 1629, ~ " ^43 

PLANTIN, accumulates moft of the wooden cuts 

ufcd for herbals, - . - - 159 

Plants introduced by TV j^tf«/i - • 177 

PLINY, when firft printed, - - - 35 

diftribution of bis fubjeft io his hiftory, 317 
Plofs figures, the firft Englijh copper plates of plants, 163 
PLOT, Dr. Robert^ anecdotes of, - - 350 

firft writer of a provincial na« 
tural biftory, - 351 

his *< Oxfordjhire^'' and ^ Staf^ 
fordjhire;' - - 351 

lift of his papers in the Philo- 

foi^ical Tranfa6lions, - 352 

PLUKENET, a learned and critical botanift, II. 25 

account of,- ^- - IL 18—30 

and Paiver firft gave perfonal 
jiames to -plants, - - IL 44 

PLUMIER, anecdotes of, - . IL 48—54 

names many plants after celebrated 

botanifts, - - IL 48. 51 

makes three voyages to America^ IL 50—1 
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names a plant after Turner, 


76 


Lobtly 


107 


Gtrardy ■ 


123 


Moriforiy 


312 


Parkinfotiy 


s 154 


Ray, - 


a8i 


Plums, varieties of, in 1629, - 


143 


Poce-fanpiet vAat^ 


- II. 91 


Poetical botanifts, - • . 


- aSa — 9 


Pcnfon afh, a Uack ftaining tree, • 


- II. 249 


PONTEDERA, 



IK D K X. 

PONTfiDERAyComlwtts the doarine oiMHlington 

and Grew, - - - 34^ 

PORTLAND, Duchsftct, patrohifes Ehret, H. 288 
PoUntilla fruttcoja^ - " - ' - 2l8 

PRESTON, Gei^rgi^ intendanft of the Edinburgh 

garden, - - .- - II. 9 

PRIEST, Dr. tra^ates ^ Dodtfens'^ Herbal/' 119 

*< Prodrmus Hift9rm Naturalis Scoti^y' of Silh-' 

baldy . - .. _. :r II. S 

Protea ar genua - • - . * IJ. 87 

Pcovincial catalogues pf plants m Qamien, by iJ^;^, 249 
*« PUrtgrafhia AnterUan^^^ ©f Petiver^ - - II. 35' 
PuJmonariq maritima^ r - * II. 136 

t/Uick-Ume, Jljhn on, , r * '- IL 14 

R. 

J^Alelghy SirWabefy patron of jEcience, • 125 

RAND, Ifaacy his /«i^*' officinallumy - - II. 163 
VikUVfOLY's Herbairiufnj - - ? 247 

his « Travels," publiflied by ^^j^, 245 

RAWDON, Sir Arthur, fends to Jamaica for 

plants, - - - IL 81 

RAY, account of his life and writings, - ^89-^281 
born at Black Notley, ui EJex, - - 192 

his fcHool educatioa at Brainiree, - . 193 

fellow collegian with Dr. Barrov^, - 193 

finds botany at a very low ebb at this time, 194 
his ** Catalogus Cantabrigienfis,* - 1 95 

ordained deacon in 1660, "• - 198 

his three iirft botanic^ tours, •• • ib* 

" Appendix to the Cambridge Catalogue," 200 

his foreign tour with Mr. Willugbby and Mr> 

Skippon, - - •201 

B b 4 RAY, 



IN D E X. 

RAY, forms his « Table of Plants," for Biihop 

mikins'^ «« Univcrfal Charaaer," • 201 

. fourth botanical tour in England^ - ib. 

cho&n.F. R. S«in 1667, . - - ao2 

tranflatcs fTtliins's ^ Univcrfal Charaacr," 

into Latin^ :- - - ib. 

his fifth botanical tour in England^ . - ib. 

his experiments made with Mr. tFillugbhy 

on the fap of plants, - - - 203 

his paper on the ftruSure of the porpcfs, 205 

fpontaneous generation, - ib. 

publi(hes " CataUgus Pkntarum AngUa^** 206 

his fixth botanical tour^ ^ . . 208 

left executor to Mr. Willughhj^ - 209 

publiflies his *^ Nonunclator clajfuus^* ih, 

his marriage in 167 J, - - • 210 

publiflies his foreign travels, - - ib. 

his " Catalogus Stirpium exterarum^* - 213 

**• colle£lion of Englijh Proverbs," • 214 

Words," . ' 216 

experiments on the lair bladder of fiflies, 217 

t . ** Catalogus Plant arum Anglia^* iA edit. 218 

publiflies « milughhf% Ornithology," ib. 

tranflates it into Englijh^ - - jjg 

fixc^ at 'Black Notley^ - - 220 

publiflies *^ TVillughbys Icthyology," - 220 

* his ^^ Methodus Plantarum^^* - 223 

meditates his " Hijloria Plantarum^^ - 225 

publiflies the two firft volumes of his *^ Hif^ 

toria Plantaruiny** - - 228 

his " Fafciculus Stirpium Britannicarum,'* 232 

firft edition of the « Synopfis Stirpium Bri- 

tannicarum^** - • - 233 

puWiflieshis «.\Vvrddm:ofGod,^' - 237 

- ' ^ RAY, 



INDEX. 

RAY, *« Phyfico-theological Difcourfes/' • 238 

his obfervations on fnaiz, - - 239 

« Synopjis Animalium quadrupeduniy* - 241 

. the firfl: methodical writer on animals, - . 244 

*V S^nopfis Avium et Pifcium^* - > 245 

, . publifties " Rauw^lf% Travels,'* - 245 

his " &^hg€ Stirpium Europaarumy** - 247 

controverfy with ^/W77«j, - 249t 

eminent fervices to EngUJh Botany, • 250 

fecond edition of the *< Synopjis Stirpium^* 251 

^^ Dijfertatio de Methodts^'^ - ' - 251 

** Epijiola ad Rhinumy** - - 254 

obfervations on fome poifonous plants, - 255 

his '* Perfwafive to an Holy Life,'* - lb. 

** Methodus Plantarum emendatay* - 25^1, 

defence of his method, in anfwer to Rivi- 

nusy Tourneforty and Hermariy - 259 

fyllatus of his method exhibited, , - 26a 

« Methodus Graminum^^ account o^ - 262^ 

publilhes the third tome of his " Htfloria 

Plantarumy* - - . 265 

writes his " Hiftory of Infe£is.** - 269 

his death, and infcription on his monument^ 270-2 

' legacies to his friends, &c, - - 27a 

pofthumous pieces, - - - 273 

" Philofophical Letters," .- - 274 

« Life,** written by Dr. Derhamy - 276 

" Englilh Herbal," by Petivery - IL 36 

REDMAN, Johny a (kilful herbarift, - - 137 

** Reliquia Houjtonianay* account of, - IL 233 

Rhay or Qentaurea Rhaponiicumy - - 92 

Rhodiola rofeay - - - -^133; 

Rhus Verntxy ~ . - ^ IL 147 and 249 

Rhus 



INDEX. 

Xhtfs Texicodendrm^ «. ' •. •II. 24j^ 

radtcansj - - - ib. 

RICHARDSON, Dr. account of, - - II. 185 

BJVINUS, criticifc4 by i)///>wW, - - II. 159 

Ray^ - - 248. 254 

Ro^n-tree of the Highlands, what^ «. - xo 

R$binfin^s Natural Hiftory of Wefim^rlani and 

Cumb^rlandy - - - 355 

ROBINSON, Dr. T^wcr^^ account of, - II. 1 18 

Royal Society^ Its influence on natural hi/lory, and 

fcience at large, - - - IJ* 97 

RUPPIUS names a plant aftpr Tr^dffcantj ^ 1 79 
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&Jcra Herba of DiofcorideSy what. 


' • 


7 


SAINTLOO, £iw<7r4 Elqi " 


• 


106 


SALMON, William, his herbal, 


*m 


136 


Salvia jEthiopSy 


p* 


f2 


Samalus of the Druids, uncertain what, 


• 


7 


SarffcenSy their Botany and Materia MedicOy 


chiefly 




from Dio/corideSy - ^ 


- 


18 


Saxifraga umbrofay 


- II. 


204 


Saxon Botany, 


- 13- 


-16 


Saxon manufcripts on Botany, 


- 


14 


Scbola Botanica of Shtrardy 


- II. 


143 


$chool of Salernuniy firft univerfity, 


- 


20 


Scotia illujlrata of Sibbaldy 


- II. 


5 


Scotland, rife and progrefs of Botany in. 


- n. I- 


■^17 


BeaPcafe, ... 


> 


8t 


Sedekioj the refidence of Sherard in ^^, 


- n. 


14.6 


Sedum dafyphyllmn. 


- il. 


203 


Selago of the Druids, uncertain what. 


, » 


7 


_ 


«Sclea 



INDEX. 

^ StleStRcm^ins of Mr. Ray ^''hyDirbam^ - ^76 

Seiuia, introduced by the Jrabiams^ . - 13 

Serratula al^na^ - • * ^33 

Sexes of plants, hiftory of, - - 329^^34^ 

dodrine of, ftrenglbened by ££»>, II. 137 

Sexual analogy, imperfeffly underftood by the an* 

dents, - - - - 333 

SHAW, 2?r. his plants arranged by X);7A'mi/i - II. 173 

SHERARD, Dr. /iP?&Vi«, account of, - 11. 141— 150 

his bequeft to the univeriity of 



Oxford,^ 


U. 149 


James^ account of. 


11. ISO 


SIBBALD, Dr. account of his writings. 


II. 4 


SILLIARD, an Irijb botanift, . - . . 


11. 194 


S. Paulo^ Johannes de^ his manufcript^ 


24 


Simples introduced by the Arabians^ 


18 


Stum Eruca folio of C. B,. 


II. 298 


Sleep of plants, - • . 


331 


Sloaney cenfured by Plukenety - - - 


II. 26 


SLO ANE, memoirs of his life and writings, - 


n. 6s 


ftudied phyfic at Montpelier^ 


II. 67 


bis voyage to Jamaica^ and return, - 


11. 68 


fixes in London^ 


II. 69 


forms a mufeum, - - . 


11. 74 


which is greatly enlarged 


by Courten% 


II. 75 


his correfpondence with Ray^ 


II. 82 


- elected a member of the French Academy 


of Sciences, - - « 


II. 82 


created a baronet by George I. 


II. ib. 


m^de prefident of the College of Phyfi- 


cians, and of the Royal Society, - 


11. 83 


his retirement to Chelfea^ , - 


IL 84 


his charaftefj - - - II 


. 84—86 


4 


Smitbf 



INDEX. 

Smithy Kis County Hiflories of Ireland^ - II. 201 

^ SOLANDER, Dr. his arrival in England^ - II. 350 
Sorbus atuttparioy fuperftitious ufe of it in the High- 
lands, - - ^ - - lo 
Spednun Bitanicum^ by Blackftene^ - II. 271—274 
Spon^ M. travelled with Mr, JVbekr into Gneciy 358 
Spondyliumj ufe of, in Siberia^ * - II. 307 
Stachys atpinoy - - - - 11. 166 
Stafordjbiriy Natural Hiftoryof, by Plott^ - 351 
STEPHENS, Dr. Philips one of the authors of 

the " Catahgus Oxonienjis^" - • 167 

STILLINGFLEET, Mr. his tranflations from 

the AmaenitateSy - , - - II. 349 

^ Stirpium lilu/fratimes** of Lobe/y publifbed by 

Hew, - ■ - - J73 

STONEHOUSE, Mr. an excellent botanift, • 172 

Stratlvtes abides, - - - 92 

Sun-dew, fuppofed to caufe the rot in Iheep, - 355 

Surrey, Natural Hiftory of, by^wir^j, - ib. 

SUTHERLAND, >/«irj, - - - H. 4 

Swertia perennis, - - - 85 

5y/tf*tfs of *<7/s method, - - - 260 

Afarijon's method, - - 307 

** Sylloge Stirpium Eurnpaarum^^ by Ray, - 247 

'^ Syno^fis Avium et Pifcium " ol Ray, - 244 

^{adrupedum,** by ^^j', • - 24I 

Stirpium'* of Ray, - - 238 

Stirpium '* of Ray, 2d edition> - 251 

Hibirnicarum," - 11. 197 — ^200 

of Britrfl) Viznts,*' by fTilfin, - II. 266 

Svftcm, rife and progrcfs of, - - 3^4"~*3^^ 

advantages of, - - - 325 

T. ^^TA^ 



N. 



^Abuia fynoptica " of Dr. Martyn^ - IL 2 lo 

«* Theatrum^'^ of Parkinfon^ account of, - 143 

THEOPHRASTUS, when firft printed, ' - '36 

his method in his " De Caujis 

Plantarum lib.'* - 315 

*< Thermts Bathonicis dtyf earum defcrlptiones^' &c. 

ofjirhnfony - - - - 132 

THORNBECK,iI/r.. - - - IL 272 

THRELKELD, Dr. Calebs account of, - II. 196 

Tillantyia uiriculata^ - - - II. 92 

^^ Tincinium botanicum** of Jl/lon, - - II. 12 

Tormentill, - - - 80 

TOURNEFORT rejeAs the dodrine of the fexes 

of plants, • - 340 

his " Parifian Plants^'' tranflated 

by Martyn^ - IL 207. 213 

TtfXiW^iw/^^w, a black ftaining tree, - - IL 250 

TRADESCANTS, father and fon, account of, 175 — 179 

** Traite des Fougens de VAmeriquey^ - IL 53 

TREW, Dr. of NorlnAerg^ publiflies " Black- 

«;£/fs Herbal," - - IL 250 

firft patron of Ehret^ - - IL 28J 

Tulips, varieties of, in 1629, - - I43 

TUNSTAL,SiV7<?A», - - ^ 136 

^ri.Tii^wi^w, her garden, - 154 

TURNER, Dr. /!f7///tfOT, account of, - - 56—76 

promoted in the church by EdwardVI. 
and Elizabeth^ - - - 62. 63 

his botanical garden at Kew^ - 63 

<* Hiftoria de Naturis Herbarum^* 64 

«Names of Herbes," - -, ib* 

TURNER, 



INDEX. 

TURNER, his *« Jvium Hiftoria ap. Plinium^ &c." 65 

** Herbal," account of that work, 67 — 72 

merit as a botaniil, - •* 72 

" Book on the Bathes," - 73 

Traa " on Wines," - - 74 

polemical and religious woi^ks, ib» 

not fufficiently appreciated by fuc- 

ceeding herbalifts, - -75 

Turner^ R. an aftrological writer, - - 180 

u. 

IJvEDALE, Dr. the friend of Pkhnet^ . H. 30 

V. 

V^AILLANT, M. his « Sermo de StruSfura Flo^ 

rum^' * - - - - 341 

and Linnaus^ reprehenfiblcf for their 

language on the fexual analogy, 346 
his " Botdnictan Partfienfe^^ - -IL 146 
VERNON, and Kreigy colled plants in Maryland^ 

r ' . . - II. 57 

Vegetable Fly, - . - . - U. 32* 

Vervarin, its ufes among the Druids, - 6 

Vi^lia Florum^ , - - ^ .331 

yirginiaj plants collected there, by Banijlery IL 56 

Virtues of plants^, deduced from the claffical cha- 

rafters, - - • II. 39 

'* Voyage to Jamtiicay^ by Sloaney account of, II. 76 

w. 

rr Ales, inveftigated by Diihmus and Brewer, II. 189 
WALLACE, his Hiftbry of the Of-f«^)rf, - II. ^ 

mUisy 



INDEX. 

milis, Jdhn, M. A. his Natural Hiftory b( Air- 

tbumberlandy - - - JS^ 

'WARNER, Richard, Efq; account of, - II. 281 

his ^ Planta fybodfordienfesj*' - IL 2&2 

- legacy to fFadham College, - IL 283 

WATSON, Sir tVilliam, account of, II. 294—345 

feiis eslrly proficiency in Botany, - IL 29$ 

- communicates Peyfinnef^ difcoveries, 

IL 303 

made a truftee of the Britijh Mufeum 

by Sir Hans Sieane, - - IL 316 

his difcoveries in eledlricity, IL 310— 318 

mifcellaneous papers, - IL 319 — 322 

created Doftor of Phyfic by the uni- 

Verfity of HalUj - - IL 326 

his medical writings, - IL 323. 332 

eleded a Fellow of th^ Royal College 

of Phyficians, - - - IL 333 

his death and charadler, - - II. 334 

WESTMACOTT, his herbal, ^ - 185 

fFeJImorlandy Natural Hiftory of, by Robinfon^ 354 

Nicholforiy ^ 356 

Wheat, experiments on, - - . IL 321 

WHELER, Sir George, anecdotes of, - 357 

WHITE, Taylor, Efq; firft patron of Ehret, - IL 287 
JVilkins, Biftiop, his univerfal chara£ler, tranflated 

into Latin by Ray, - - ^ 202 

his death, - - - 210 

WILLET, Ralph, Efq; patron of Ehret, . ^ IL 288 

WILLISEL, Thomas, fhort anecdotes of, - " 348 

employed by Merret, Ray, and Mo^ 

rifon', - - - ib. 

accompanies Mr. Ray in his laft bo- 

i;anical tour, - - 208 

milughb,^ 



INDEX. 

Wllhigbbjj Frafuisy Efq; his death, - - apR 

his ^* Ornithology," tranflated into Eng^ 

lijb by Ray^ - - - 2ig 

WILSON, Johtty anecdotes of, - - II. 263 

his ^ Sympjis^^ account o(^ - ' II. 264---66 
Winterama canelloj - - - II. 87 

«' Wifdom of God in the Creation," by Ray^ 237 

Wooden cuts of plants, hiftory of, - - 155 — 163 

Y. 

Xxjccay firft flowered in Coys's garden, . 107 

z. 

i^ALUZIANSKY, faid to know die fexes of 

plants, - - - - 335 

Zoophytes, trcatife on, - - - II. 303 

Zwcb^ Lord Edwardy patron of Lobel^ - 97. 125 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME* 



ADDITIO^A^.TABJ^E OF ERRATA. 

^ VOL. 1. 

Page 9. line 9. /?r Deus read Dens; ' 

— 112. — «//. ^//^ 1612 add ^ere? 

— 121. — «/a /i?r Dutch r, German. 

«^ X77. — - 14. — LiiNNiEus r. Ruppitrs.. 
•i- 248. — • 5. *— Allorfinarum r. Altorti- 

narura. 

— xl66^ — t 8. — Camell r. Kamel. 
.^ 201. — 19. — Bruyner r. Brunyer. 
335. — 14. — Polifti r. Bohemian. 

..^ j^j. — . 4- •— olyrapicum n calycinurtu 

V O U !!•• 

— 57, — ' 5. and elfewhere, for Kkzic read 

Krieg* 

— lOo* — 21. ^/^ 1773 a^ 1779,^^4/ Wil- 

liam Wheeler 1780* 
— - 2x4. — 14. for Phrenanthes r. Prenanthcs. 
*— 227. ^^ IS* ^f the note, for Peuls n Invo- 

lucra* 
*^ 23x» — - 10. 4W^ elfewicr^, fir HovstON r. 

JIOUSTOUN. 

— 332. — 2i./(?relcacdr. appointed. 
^-^ 345. — 5, — ^'BuDELLE r. Bcddle. 

V4>LvIL C c REMARKS. 



REMARKS. 

Vol. I. page 91. line 8. Note. 

I am informed by the' favour of Mr. Dryander, 
that even the merit qf this improvement^ cannot be 
afcribed to Lyte, for that it exifts in the Tranfla- 
tion made hj Ct^fius. 

Page 57, line i8* 

There is reafon to doubt whether even this MS. 
was in England at this time^ (ince the Norf(dk 
CoUeftion was chiefly made by ^boma^ Earl of 
yirundeland Surrey, in the beginning of the lafl: cen- 
tury. — Mr. Dryander. 

Vol. II. page 28. lineai. 

Part of Plukenet^s Herbarium was in the poffef- 
fion of the late Philip Carteret IFebb, Efq^ and was 
difpofed of at the Sale of his Books* — ib. 

PagQi 150. line i.« 

V I am informed by Mr. Dryander, that fhofe Ma- 
nufcripts confift of Dr. Sberard's Literary Corre- 
fpondence. Thefe Letters are bound in five vo- 
lumes /o/rV. ' 

Page 182, line i. of the Note. 

The original Drawings of the Plates in the Hif- 

ioria Mufcorifm, are in Sir Jofeph ^^wiib's Library. 

They were bought at the Sale of drawings belong- 

. ing to the htcRobert More^ Efqj q( Sbropjhire.^ib* 
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